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Scott Johnson takes on the herculean task of stringing all the lights on the cherry trees in preparation for Fall City’s annual 
tree-lighting ceremony on December 2. For more information on the tree lighting and other holiday activities throughout 

the day, beginning with the opening of the Holiday Market at 10:00 a.m., see page 7. [Staff photo]
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SUBMISSIONS: We encourage submissions, story 
suggestions and comments from our community. 
We are always looking for writers, reporters, 
artists, photographers and idea people interested in 
volunteering for this publication.
STORY IDEAS, ARTICLES, SUGGESTIONS, COMMENTS, OR TO 
SUBMIT/REQUEST A BUSINESS PROFILE: Del and Nancy 
Moore, Co-editors, e-mail: editor@fcneighbors.org 
or mail to Fall City Neighbors, P.O. Box 1064, Fall 
City, WA 98024.

CALENDAR ITEMS: Andree Hurley at andree@
seattlehometour.com
SEND DONATIONS TO: Fall City Newsletter, P.O. Box 
1064, Fall City, WA 98024
TO SPONSOR: Contact Janet Kautz, kautzjl@ 
gmail.com. Ad sizes: 3.5” x 2”—$75/qtr or 
$300/yr; 3.5” x 4”—$150/qtr or $600/yr; 
7” x 4”—$300/qtr or $1200/yr.
CLASSIFIEDS: Free ads for nonprofits and individuals 
only—no businesses: 25 words or less.

Fall City Neighbors is a publication of the Fall 
City Community Association (www.fallcity.org) 
and is supported by local sponsors and donors. 
It is published monthly and distributed free of 
charge to the community, available at the Fall 
City Library, Fall City Post Office (green box in 
front), Farmhouse Market, The Grind Espresso, 
The Hauglie Building, and the Roadhouse Inn, and 
online at http://www.fallcity.org/neighbors.html.

Deadline for submissions is the TENTH of each month.

Fall City Neighbors, since 1998: Helping to build a caring and connected community of neighbors.

Layout: David Gershman
Distribution: Kristin Minner and the Minner 

Family
Treasurer: Janet Kautz
Calendar: Andree Hurley

Interviews: Sharon Brown
Historical Society: Ruth Pickering
Gardening Corner: Susan Miller
Community Garage Sale: Irene Pike
Photography: Marleen Francis

Business services: Christine Johnson
Printing: Printing Control/Cindy Parks
And many others for ideas and encouragement.

Newsletter Volunteers

Newsletter Donors (December 2016–November 2017)
Anonymous
Bonnie Barker and Pauline Madden
Clara Bentley
T. L. and Patricia Calvin
Noma and Craig Edwards
Janet Ewing
Fall City Historical Society
Ken and Liam Meadors
Dwight and Rebecca Miller
Gerald and Betty Ostrom

Sandra and Bradley Prescott
John and Marion Querro/ 

Gloria Morgan
Carrie and Robert Schroeder
Susan and Richard Terbrueggen
Sno-Valley Senior Center

*Donations received after November 
10, 2017, will be acknowledged in the 
January 2018 issue.

Your are invited to donate to Fall City 
Neighbors to help us cover expenses 
of the coming year. Please make your 
check to “FCCA/Fall City Newsletter,” 
and mail to: Fall City Neighbors 
Newsletter, P.O. Box 1064, Fall City, 
WA 98024.

EDITOR’S NOTE
Ahh, December: the final month of the year filled with special days—some happy, some sad, some religious, some 
secular, some widely celebrated, some with a smaller following. But December is the month that brings people 
together to commiserate, cooperate, and/or celebrate, and that usually means decorations of some sort—perhaps 
trees, wreaths, garlands, swags, lights, and/or candles. Cooking turkeys in deep fryers for fun or cooking over 
barbeques when the power goes out. Driving on icy, slick roads to get to the gathering, or heading home after 
lifting glasses or cups of good cheer. So the holiday season calls not only for good cheer, but for extra care and 
vigilance to keep you and your family safe and ready to take on the New Year. Fire District 27 provides useful tips 
for keeping your home safe over the holiday. The Annual Holiday Market and Tree Lighting on December 2 is a 
great way to begin the month, celebrating with members of your community and finding quality arts and crafts 
and baked goods, etc., that may find themselves on their way to your Aunt Hilda or under your tree or on your 
holiday table.

Wishing you and yours the best during this holiday season.
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Highlights of the November 2017 Meeting

NEXT FCCA MEETING: Friday, December 8
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Fall City Fire Station
4301 334th Place SE

GRANTS. The FCCA plans to submit a 2018 CSA grant 
proposal for the purchase of a web cam (perhaps 
located near the Totem Pole) that would offer Internet 
visitors a real-time still picture of Fall City. Each time 
the image is “refreshed,” the current-time picture would 
update. President Glennon will write the grant proposal.

FRANCHISE UTILITIES TO PAY RIGHT-OF-WAY FEES (ORDINANCE 
18403). A new King County code section requires 
franchise utilities, consisting of electric, gas, water, 
and sewer, to pay a fee to the County in return for the 
right to use the county’s right of way. It was noted that 
water prices would increase in Fall City, since King 
County will be charging the water district for the use 
of the right of way. Comments are due no later than 
5:00 p.m. on December 7. See www.kingcounty.gov/
depts/facilities-management/real-estate-services/
public-rule-proposal.aspx for more information to 
prepare your comment.

WRAP UP THE DESIGN FOR OUR TRADE-SHOW BOOTH. 
After discussion and viewing alternatives, the group 
supported a trade-show booth featuring a dominant 
photo of the river along with an historical image of 
Fall City and the words “Community, History, Arts, 
Parks, and Farms.”

DISCUSS 2018 GOALS/OBJECTIVES/THEMES. General ideas 
for 2018 including, but not limited to, town cleanup, 
river visitation, no vacancies downtown, flowers and 
farms, farmers’ market/flower market, water-treatment 
readiness, meeting the new King County sheriff early 
in 2018, and finding a person or persons willing to 
explore possible grant-gifting entities and get the 
FCCA registered with more of them as a nonprofit.

RAGING RIVER CONSERVATION GROUP UPDATE. The 
group is currently in a “wait” period during the 90 

days the Raging River Quarry has to respond to 
the Department of Permitting and Environmental 
Review’s rules and conditions noted in the periodic 
review of existing operations. It was also noted that 
while the County is interested in purchasing the uarry 
pqroperty, they are in negotiations and “a deal is not 
a real deal until it is a done deal.” The County is not 
allowed to pay more than fair market value.

DECEMBER 2017 MEETING. The December meeting will 
focus on river-related issues with the intention that 
feedback offered can result in change, as needed, in 
the 2018 season.

JANUARY 2018 EVENING MEETING. The FCCA will hold 
an evening FCCA meeting on Friday, January 9, from 
7:00–8:30 p.m. at the Fall City Fire Station meeting 
room. Attendees will have the opportunity to express 
their views on the desirability and practicality of 
holding evening FCCA meetings.

2017 FCCA OFFICERS
President: Ashley Glennon
Vice President: Simon Briant
Treasurer: Laurie Hauglie
Corresponding Secretary: Richard Terbrueggen
Recording Secretary: Nancy Moore

For more information: www.fallcity.org.

Community News and Notes
FALL CITY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
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Jack pine (Pinus banksiana 'Uncle Fogy'), a bizarrely 
attractive collector’s item that tends to grow upward 
for a few feet and then knuckles over to hug the 
ground. Uncle Fogy is easy to prune, which allows 
for artful presentation. I’m waiting with bemusement 
for the “knuckling over” to happen to my upright 
Fogy. My second one is already hanging off my porch 
horizontally in a big pot!

Can you believe a ground cover that’ll cheer you 
up year-round?  Hardy to 5 degrees and heavily 
variegated yellow, it’s called wintercreeper, or 
Euonymous fortunei 'Emerald 'n' gold.' Designers love 
it because it is a low, 1 ft x 4–5 ft shrub growing at 
the ‘sweet spot’ level that serves well as a border or 
edging. This gold euonymous pairs beautifully with 
gold variegated yucca 'Color Guard' and Elaeagnus 
'Gilt Edge.' OK, I admit I am leaning in hard on 
my yellow, year-round shrubs and conifers. I’m out 
multiple times a day walking to the barn, and I want 
color cheer.

My walk around of my current 170 dwarf conifers 
revealed two golden standouts that put a smile on my 
face even in our Northwest drizzle in mid-November. 
They are both dwarf weeping golden Norway 
spruces (Picea abies 'Gold Drift'). They grow to 6 
feet in 10 years, and have happy faces of new yellow 

branchlets that sweep upward along the top 
of downward-swooping branches. Should you 
want a pot palette to cheer your front door, try a 
Wilma Goldcrest Monterey cypress (Cupressus 
macrocarpa 'Wilma Goldcrest.' Put black mondo 
grass around its base with a few creeping (red) 
winterberry (Gaultheria procumbens) in a dark 
pot, and you and your visitors will spontaneously 
smile when greeted by these shapes and colors.

Please let me know what other garden 
colors cheer you in our 8.5 hours of daylight in 
December.

Happy Gardening!
susanamiller@hotmail.com

Master Gardener and Master Pruner

GARDEN CORNER
by Susan Miller

MORE WINTER COLOR!

December does not generally win the popularity 
contest for garden bling. Wet, unraked leaves, 

yes; mushy hosta leaves, yes; dead veggie garden 
detritus, yes; dahlia bulbs not extracted, cleaned, and 
stored, yes. It will all get your attention on a decent, 
future day, so let the remnants go for now.

As for color, all the cognoscenti’s winter garden 
columns suggest standard winter color that leaves 
me flat. Years ago, I made a big deal of planting 
dogwood with fiery red stems for winter viewing out 
my kitchen window. But their disorderly spring green 
growth outweighed their short-lived exposed textural 
red stems. I was then bedeviled by cutting out their 
spreading new stems and so uprooted them once and 
for all. Paperbark maple (Acer griseum) or coral bark 
maple (Acer palmatum 'Sango kaku') both grow large 
and less coral-colored with the passage of time. That 
just won’t do for me.

What does catch my eye on bleary winter days? 
Why, my oddball conifers, of course! Consider a 
new, tall, weeping pine (Pinus strobus 'Angel Falls') 
with closely held, graceful branches hanging with 
very long and narrow needles like a waterfall, named 
after the tallest waterfall in Venezuela; fiercely ice-
blue and yellow Arizona cedars (Cupressus arizonica 
'Blue Ice' and 'Sulphurea') that hold their colors year-
round and are drought tolerant; a brilliant chartreuse 
tree heath (Erica arborea 'Golden Joy,' 6 ft x 3 ft), 
just planted; and my quirky undulating pendulous 
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   FALL CITY HOLIDAY FESTIVITIES   
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2 

Holiday Market
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Chief Kanim Middle School Commons, 32627 SE Redmond-Fall City Road, Fall City

MARKET ITEMS. The 18th annual Fall City Holiday Market will offer many handmade items for sale 
from local crafters and artists throughout the community. Come discover a unique vintage item and 
purchase gifts for all those special people on your holiday shopping list. Pick up fresh wreaths, swags, 
and live poinsettias for your holiday decorating.

FALL CITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. The Fall City Historical Society table, with many great gift ideas, 
will include the 2018 Fall City Calendar, Fall City holiday cards, Fall City magnets, the latest collector’s 
beverage glass featuring “The Hops Craze,” as well as the books, Preserving the Stories of Fall City and 
Jack’s History of Fall City. There will also be a display on the Historic Signs Project.

LUNCH. Enjoy lunch with EJ’s Catering, preparing high-quality food dishes using organic ingredients. 
They will be serving hot sandwiches, soups, salads, and desserts that are not only healthy but 
aesthetically pleasing and tantalizingly delicious. Their motto is “Healthy and hardy can co-exist.”

BAKE SALE. This year’s bake sale will be filled with many delicious goodies prepared by the Fall City 
United Methodist women’s group. Bring your friends, enjoy a cup of coffee, and enter to win one of 
many unique raffle prizes. Friend us on Facebook: “FC Holiday Market.”

HOLIDAY MARKET LIVE MUSIC. The Chief Kanim Middle School music program will kick the 
market off with the sounds of lively and festive music.

Raging River Riders Christmas Caroling and Food Drive
12:00–4:00 p.m., throughout the town

Fall City Elementary and Chief Kanim Choir Holiday Music Program
4:00–4:45 p.m., Fall City Elementary School Gymnasium

Come enjoy the sounds of the Fall City Elementary School Chorus,  
along with the Chief Kanim Middle School Jazz Choir

Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony
5:00 p.m. Olive Taylor Quigley Park and Fall City Arts Park

Join us and light up the town!

Vintage Flea Antique Store
(Next to Fall City Arts Park)

We will be open during the tree lighting, serving cookies and cider for the kids!
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P.O. Box 293, Fall City, WA 98024 fallcityhistorical@juno.com www.fallcityhistorical.org
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Support for our work from King County Heritage 4Culture is gratefully acknowledged.

P.O. Box 293, Fall City, WA 98024 fallcityhistorical@juno.com www.fallcityhistorical.org
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Support for our work from King County Heritage 4Culture is gratefully acknowledged.

P.O. Box 293, Fall City, WA 98024 fallcityhistorical@juno.com www.fallcityhistorical.org
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Salsa in Fall City
GET YOUR DANCING SHOES READY FOR A WORKOUT!
WHERE: Masonic Lodge in Fall City
WHEN: Saturday, December 16, 6:00–9:00 p.m.
FOOD: Mexican tapas and beverages available for purchase
MUSIC: Buena Vibra (“Good Vibrations”), a 5-piece band
COST: Free to the community!
SPONSORED BY: Fall City Arts and King County 4Culture
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December Sno-Valley Senior Center Events
HOLIDAY BAZAAR
Saturday, Dec. 2, 9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m. Support Sno-
Valley Senior Center and local artisans by joining 
us for a fun day of festive holiday shopping, crafts, 
coffee, homemade soup, and baked goods. You won’t 
be able to resist the delicious cinnamon rolls! Be sure 
to purchase raffle tickets for a beautiful handmade 
quilt: $1 each or a book of 20 tickets for $15!

HOLIDAY LUNCH WITH SEAHAWKS ALUMNI!
Wednesday, Dec. 13, Noon. In addition to a 
delicious home-cooked holiday lunch, we are lucky 
to be working with 12 Days of Goodness, bringing 
Seahawks alumni to Sno-Valley Senior Center. We 
will be joined by Seahawks legend Sam Adkins! He 
played for the Seahawks from 1977 to 1981 and is the 
only member of the Seahawks to wear the number 12 
before it was retired!

COOKIE EXCHANGE AND HOLIDAY PERFORMANCE
Monday, Dec. 18, 11:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
Bring a plate of your best cookies to exchange with 
a group from Redemption Church. Everyone leaves 
happy and with a plate of all types of scrumptious 
cookies! Enjoy beautiful holiday music from the 
brothers and sisters of the Marion Mission.

GET YOUR HEART PUMPING WITH SHAPE-UP!
Did you know that your first exercise class at Sno-
Valley Senior Center is free up to $10 (age 50+)? This 
includes Enhance Fitness, Zumba, Tai Chi and Gentle 
Chair Yoga! Just stop on by and mention the Shape-Up 
discount! We hope to see you soon!

For more info on any of the above, visit our website, 
SnoValleySenior.org, or call 425-333-4152.
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Thursday, December 7
7:30 p.m. Mount Si Fish and Game Club meeting, 
Snoqualmie Police Department on Snoqualmie Ridge. 
Learn more at www.mountsifishandgameclub.com.

Thursdays (December 7, 14, 21 and 28)
6:00–7:30 p.m. Harmony Women’s Group CoDA meetings 
at the Snoqualmie United Methodist Church, 28701 SE 
River St., Snoqualmie. Info: Cynthia Martin, 425-830-0050

Thursdays (December 7 and 14)
7:30–9:00 p.m. Adult co-ed volleyball, Fall City Elementary 
School Gym

Second Friday of each month (December 8)
11:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m. Fall City Community Association 
Meeting, Fall City Fire Department Meeting Room.

Second Tuesday of each month (December 12)
7:00 p.m. Fall City Metropolitan Park District meeting at the 
Fall City Library

7:00 p.m. Fire District 27 Commissioners’ meeting, Fall City 
Fire Department

Thursday, December 14
7:00 p.m. Friends of Fall City Library Meeting. Join and help 
plan library programs and support library services. New 
members are always welcome.

Third Saturday of each month (December 16)
Trellis Garden Forum Meeting, 9:00 a.m. For information go 
to http://trellis.ning.com.

Third Wednesday of each month (December 20)
7:00 p.m. Fall City Water District Commissioners meeting, 
FC Water District Office

December Events at the Fall City Learning Garden and 
P-Patch
The garden and its gardeners are taking a winter break 
from regularly scheduled work in the garden. If you are 
strolling in town, take a walk by to see how our cover 
crops are doing, working with nature on the slow winter 
work of replenishing the soil. Visit our website at http://
letusgarden.org or our Facebook page at www.facebook.
com/FallCityLearningGardenandPPatch. The garden is 
located behind the Masonic Hall in the center of Fall City, at 
4304 337th Pl. SE. Garden. Access is from the alley behind 
the Masonic Hall.

December Events for Fall City Library
Tuesday, December 5, 10:00 a.m. Toddler Story Time. 
Newborn to 3 with adult. Enjoy bouncy rhymes and tickles, 
familiar songs and stories with your little one! Stay for 
social time after, with toys and bubbles. An adult must 
attend and participate. 11:00 a.m. Preschool Story Time. 
Ages 3 to 6. Come for stories, songs, rhymes, and fun with 
preschool pals! This program includes books, music and 
movement designed to help build early learning skills as 
your child gets ready to read. A short playtime follows the 
program. An adult must attend and participate.

Tuesday, December 5, 10:30 a.m. Parent Talks. Please 
join Encompass at our Snoqualmie Valley libraries as we 
informally discuss a variety of parenting topics, share ideas, 
and get to know fellow parents going through the same 
things as you and your family. December topic: Healthy 
media habits.

Tuesday, December 5, 4:00 p.m. Gingerbread Engineering. 
Ages 7–12. Everyone loves gingerbread during the holiday 
season! Learn how to build your own gingerbread house 
with colorful candy, tasty icing and graham crackers. 
You will get to take it home to display or eat! All supplies 
provided. Sponsored by Friends of the Fall City Library.

Thursdays (December 7, 14, and 21), 3:00 p.m. Game On, 
ages 11–18. We’re gaming at the library. Xbox 360, WiiU, 
board games, and snacks. Sponsored by Fall City Friends of 
the Library.

Tuesday, December 12, 10:30 a.m. “A Tale of Two Bad 
Mice” puppet show presented by Thistle Theatre. Family 
program, all ages welcome. In this fun puppet show, Young 
Beatrix Potter re-enacts the day the mice Tom Thumb 
and Hunca Munca came to be called, “two bad mice.” Be 
enchanted by their antics and outrageous behavior!

Thursday, December 14, 6:30 p.m. Holiday Caroling 
Concert. Come for a concert of all your favorite carols with 
the Silverbells Carolers. All ages are invited to celebrate the 
holiday season.

December Events for Raging River Riders 
Saturday, December 2, Christmas Caroling on Horseback 
and Food Drive. We plan on riding from Noon to 2:00 p.m. 
in Fall City, leaving from Fall City Elementary School. We 
will not ride in inclement weather. Please check Web and 
Facebook for more details.

Saturday, December 9, Christmas Banquet/Awards. 
Potluck. In Carnation, 5:00–9:00 p.m. See details online.

Info: rrriders.org or on Facebook: Raging River Riders.

DECEMBER 2017 FALL CITY COMMUNITY CALENDAR
(Please send calendar items to Andree Hurley at andree@seattlehometour.com. Deadline is the 10th of each month.)


