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The historic Fall City United Methodist Church is also home to the Fall City Community Food Pantry and host to the 
Snoqualmie Valley Winter Shelter as well as other nonprofit groups that serve the needs of our community (see page 5).
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Fall City Neighbors

SUBMISSIONS: We encourage submissions, story 
suggestions and comments from our community. 
We are always looking for writers, reporters, 
artists, photographers and idea people interested in 
volunteering for this publication.
STORY IDEAS, ARTICLES, SUGGESTIONS, COMMENTS, OR TO 
SUBMIT/REQUEST A BUSINESS PROFILE: Del and Nancy 
Moore, Co-editors, e-mail: editor@fcneighbors.org 
or mail to Fall City Neighbors, P.O. Box 1064, Fall 
City, WA 98024, or call 425-441-9150

CALENDAR ITEMS: Andree Hurley at andree@
seattlehometour.com
SEND DONATIONS TO: Fall City Newsletter, P.O. Box 
1064, Fall City, WA 98024
TO SPONSOR: Contact Janet Kautz, jlkautz@
earthlink.net. Ad sizes: 3.5” x 2”—$75/qtr or 
$300/yr; 3.5” x 4”—$150/qtr or $600/yr; 
7” x 4”—$300/qtr or $1200/yr.
CLASSIFIEDS: Free ads for nonprofits and individuals 
only—no businesses: 25 words or less.

Fall City Neighbors is a publication of the Fall 
City Community Association (www.fallcity.org) 
and is supported by local sponsors and donors. 
It is published monthly and distributed free of 
charge to the community, available at the Fall 
City Library, Fall City Post Office (green box in 
front), Farmhouse Market, The Grind Espresso, 
The Hauglie Building, and the Roadhouse Inn, and 
online at http://www.fallcity.org/neighbors.html.

Deadline for submissions is the TENTH of each month.

Fall City Neighbors, since 1998: Helping to build a caring and connected community of neighbors.

Layout: Del Moore and David Gershman
Distribution: Kristin Minner and the Minner 

Family
Treasurer: Janet Kautz
Calendar: Andree Hurley

Interviews: Sharon Brown
Historical Society: Ruth Pickering
Gardening Corner: Susan Miller
Community Garage Sale: Irene Pike
Stories: Terri Campbell

Photography: Alan Bauer and Marleen Francis
Business services: Christine Johnson
Printing: Printing Control/Cindy Parks
And many others for ideas and encouragement.

Newsletter Volunteers

Newsletter Donors (February 2016–January 2017)
Lola Anderson
Anonymous
Bonnie & Jack Barker
T.L. & Patricia Calvin
Noma & Craig Edwards
Fall City Historical Society
Judy Gunderson
Sue Holbink and Ed Hazen
Isabel Jones
Teresa Kluver, Glenn Boettcher
Ken & Liam Meadors

Dwight and Rebecca Miller
Gerald and Betty Ostrom
Sandra and Bradley Prescott
Jon and Shirley Rothnie
Carrie & Robert Schroeder
Silvermoon (Pamela Johnson)
William Tashima and Chris Bentley
Susan and Richard Terbrueggen
Jeremie Wilkins
Sno-Valley Senior Center

*Donations received after January 
15, 2017, will be acknowledged in the 
March 2017 issue.

Your are invited to donate to Fall City 
Neighbors to help us cover expenses 
of the coming year. Please make your 
check to “FCCA/Fall City Newsletter,” 
and mail to: Fall City Neighbors 
Newsletter, P.O. Box 1064, Fall City, WA 
98024.

EDITOR’S NOTE

Here we are in mid-winter, looking forward to spring. While few of us would bet on the accuracy of 
Punxsutawney Phil’s prediction on the early or late arrival of spring weather, it is a light-hearted, early February 
(Feb. 2) holiday shared by both Canada and the United States that goes back a long way (1887). February provides 
a number of mood lifters for those of us weary of winter—e.g., the Superbowl (even though the Seahawks won’t 
be there this year), Valentine’s Day, and Mardi Gras.

The real downside of winter is realizing that there are Valley community members that have, for a variety of 
reasons, strapped finances; some homeless and living out of their cars, in make-shift shelters, and even under 
bridges. The Christmas giving season is past, but the need is still there. Consider donating time, materials 
and/or dollars to your local food banks and winter shelters (see pages 5 and 11).
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Highlights of the January 2017 Meeting

NEXT FCCA MEETING: Friday, February 10
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Fall City Fire Station
4301 334th Place SE

Community News and Notes
FALL CITY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

RAGING RIVER CONSERVATION GROUP UPDATE. Sue Holbink 
shared that the “periodic review” of the existing 
quarry and the permit application for the expansion 
of the quarry are under way. Several residents have 
noted that numbers of wildlife near the quarry have 
dropped off and their trails are starting to grow over. 
Members shared their experiences of gravel on the 
road and the noise of blasting and drilling and asked 
about the quarry’s responsibility and ability to restore 
the land after mining is complete, as well as damage 
to aquifers, etc. (see page 7).

FALL CITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY SPECIAL REQUEST. Ruth 
Pickering asked for feedback and ideas regarding 
initiating a “Historic Buildings Assistance Fund.” The 
purpose of the fund would be to provide grants for 
maintenance and improvement of Fall City historic 
buildings. The Masonic Hall, which is on the National 
Register, is in need of painting. Masons have received 
national grants for portions of this work (which is 
complicated by the fact the original paint is lead based 
and removal is expensive) in the past, but were turned 
down this year. Ruth shared that the existence of a 
local fund would demonstrate community support to 
other potential funders. Because the fund would be 
held by either the historical society or FCCA (both 
nonprofits), donations would be tax deductible. The 
group offered a few suggestions, such as working with 
the Parks Department, etc. Ruth will provide a more 
detailed report next month.

MARCH 11 COMMUNITY INFORMATION EVENT UPDATE. Ashley 
Glennon announced that the event will be held from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the library. The group reviewed 
“next steps” for the event, the proposed list of 
business/civic/service invitees, and an updated poster, 
and thanked The Roadhouse for providing snacks.

Community Service Area (CSA) grant recipients 
will be announced in February or March.

KING COUNTY FLOOD DISTRICT. Michelle Clark, executive 
director of the King County Flood District, introduced 
herself and shared some of the areas of responsibility 

for the organization, including providing funding 
and policy oversight for flood protection projects and 
programs.

TRAIL MAP. Ashley shared a “Savor Snoqualmie 
Valley” trail map created by the Mountains to Sound 
Greenway Trust. The map identifies trails from Duvall 
to North Bend (Ashley noted Fall City is in the middle 
of the map!), along with visitor centers, farm stands 
and markets, museums and historic sites, etc.

SNO VALLEY CHAMBER LUNCHEON. Ashley encouraged all 
to attend the January 25 luncheon ($35) when Dow 
Constantine will address critical aspects of commerce 
and economic vitality in the Valley.

WEBSITE AND CALENDAR. Ashley gave a brief update 
regarding the Fall City website and thanked Colin 
Keizer for his help with the calendar.

PRESTON MILL PARK. The Preston Mill Park is still 
evolving with clearing and other improvements under 
way.

FCCA 2017 OFFICERS 
President   Ashley Glennon
Vice President  Simon Briant
Treasurer   Laurie Hauglie
Corresponding Secretary Richard Terbrueggen
Recording Secretary Nancy Moore

FCCA MEMBERSHIP. A regular/voting membership is $30 
per year and an associate/non-voting membership is 
$20 per year. The FCCA is a nonprofit organization 
and its members are also automatically members of 
the Sno-Valley Chamber of Commerce.
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GARDEN CORNER
by Susan Miller

PRUNING ROSES AND  
FRUIT TREES

As January’s temps drop again into the teens 
for a run of days, I cross my fingers that a few 

gardeners are waiting patiently before pruning fruit 
tree suckers and rose canes, to allow them better 
protection against just such freezes. February and 
March are better months to get going on pruning those 
suckers.

I’ll start with hybrid tea roses, the common roses 
most of us have. Use sharp clean bypass pruners and 
have a pruning saw ready for thick middle canes. Wait 
until President’s Day, and then cut to the ground any 
older, darker canes that are bigger than your thumb. 
Cut anything thinner than a pencil to the ground. Cut 
out any deadwood and crossing branches. Remove 
rootstock suckers that may emerge low, below your 
graft union. Otherwise you divert energy to ugly 
single-petal rootstock red roses. Your remaining 
canes, about 3 to 6 of them, can be cut to 1 to 2 feet 
above the ground. You want to cut these canes just 
above an outward facing bud, in order to direct growth 
outward. Yes, you want to open up the center of the 
rose for better ventilation. While dedicated rosarians 
study for perfect cutting locations and cutting angles, 
remember that roses are tough plants that can survive 
miserable pruning! To be a greener gardener, cut up 
your surplus canes because closely bundled canes 
compost faster in your compost bin.

Now let’s tackle our best west-side fruit trees, 
apple and pear trees. A useful technical term worth 
adding to your pruning lingo is “apical dominance.” 
In practical terms, it refers to the last or terminal 
bud on the end of a branch—your boss bud, if you 
will—that releases chemicals to the other buds below 
it. Especially on your mal-pruned fruit trees, if your 
tree was once “topped” or turned into an “umbrella”-
shaped tree, your terminal buds were mostly cut off. 
The tree’s chemicals went haywire, as a result, and 
sent out many exploding water sprouts (suckers). 
You renovate slowly over several, maybe four, years, 
cutting some of the water sprouts out and allowing 
some to gradually bend over into apical dominant 
branches. You will thus replace many vertical sprouts 
with shorter, younger, and fewer vertical branches.

I failed to rehab an old inherited apple tree, peach 

tree, and cherry tree. Here’s why. The apple tree had a 
tall center trunk that had not been drop-crotched at an 
early stage to enable pickers to reach the fruit and to 
welcome in sun and air. It was too late when I dropped 
the parent stem down by two-thirds. Drop-crotching 
and pruning are best done on young trees—and 
slowly—to allow for the pruned branches and nature’s 
chemicals to reach a balance. Peach trees grown on 
the west side do not thrive and much prefer Eastern 
Washington climate, so I cut mine down.

So I redirected my focus to the six espaliered apple 
and pear trees I’d brought from the city years ago. 
I was careful to protect the gently upward-tipping 
horizontal end apical “boss” buds, which has reduced 
sprouting.

I also over-pruned my cherry tree, another part of 
my huge learning curve on water sprouts! Also, my 
mason bee hosting has enabled these bee pollinators to 
create abundant fruit for me. Go, mason bees!

Cherry and European plums need almost no 
pruning at all, as they are vigorous growers. No 
topping, tipping, or shaping them. Restrict yourself to 
pruning 1/8 of the living canopy per year. Let skinny 
cherry trees be skinny. That’s why the big bucket truck 
with the 70-ft extension is called a “cherry picker.” 
Let the birds have upper-story cherries and be glad the 
birds leave alone the lower cherries for you!

As for timing, if you are selectively pruning in 
moderation, the best time to prune is any time. Trees 
can tolerate much less all-at-once pruning than shrubs 
can, about 1/8 versus 1/3. We call this your annual 
“pruning budget”; spend it wisely!

In a perfect world, fruit-tree lovers would renovate 
less and just buy new disease-resistant dwarf apple and 
pear trees, and even some dwarf “spur” apples that 
don’t need to be pruned to make them set up spurs. 
They do it themselves. You’ll need your pollinators 
and sun at least six hours a day. Good soil, the most 
overlooked element of healthy plant growth, is crucial, 
too. Aged composted manure is natural compost at its 
best. And a good reason to keep horses at home!
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RAGING RIVER CONSERVATION GROUP UPDATES

The King County Department of Permitting and Environmental Review (DPER) continues to work on 
the periodic review process for the current quarry. DPER is also in the midst of reviewing the permit 

application for the expansion that would allow the quarry to greatly increase the size of their operation. 
It is very important to continue to write complaints and concerns as issues arise (blasting effects, noise, 
rocks from trucks, dust in the air, etc.) even if you’ve written before. Ask for followup to your e-mails and 
letters. Follow up if you don’t hear back or have further questions regarding their answers.

Some people to include in your correspondence (you may include others): Joe Barto (Joe.Barto@
kingcounty.gov), DPER, in charge of periodic review for current quarry operations; Fereshteh Dehkordi, 
DPER project manager ( fereshteh.dehkordi@kingcounty.gov), in charge of quarry permit expansion 
application; Kathy Lambert, King County councilperson for Fall City (kathy.lambert@kingcounty.gov). 
More information about the Raging River Conservation Group, and the quarry issue can be found on our 
website—www.RagingRiverCG.org—or contact us directly at ragingrivercg@gmail.com.

 This 80-year old Preston apple tree (at right) 
shows pruning do’s and don’ts. Do not force top 
branches into an umbrella shape, meaning do 
not allow branches to bend more than 30%–
60% away from the vertical lead. Otherwise, 
the apical dominant bud is no longer the highest 
end-of-branch bud, and water sprouts will 
explode along all the downturned branches 
(notice the water sprouts in the photo!). The do’s 
include an opened-up inner tree, branches at 
wonderful picking levels, and a handsome (but 
not ideal) profile.

Happy Gardening!
susanamiller@hotmail.com

Master Gardener and Master Pruner

Winter Shelter 2016/2017

The Fall City United Methodist Church will host the third session of the Snoqualmie Valley Winter Shelter 
season from March 5 to April 26. Two public meetings are scheduled at the church: Saturday, Feb. 4, 3:30–

5:00 p.m., and Thursday, Feb. 9, 6:30–8:00 p.m. Shelter Director Jennifer Kirk will also speak at the February 
Fall City Community Association Meeting (Feb. 10, 11:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m.) at the Fall City Fire Station.

The Winter Shelter relies on community volunteers. If you are interested in helping inside the shelter or 
day center (Mondays and Thursdays in Snoqualmie), this season there are two training sessions available: 
Wednesday, Feb. 8, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the Snoqualmie Ridge Library, and Saturday, Feb. 18 from 1:00 to 
3:00 p.m. at the Fall City Library. RSVP online at: www.signupgenious.com/go/4090c4fa4a922a4fb6-volunteer. 
You can also sign up to provide a warm meal: www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4fa4a922a4fb6-svws.
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February Sno-Valley Senior Center Events
VALENTINE’S RAINBOW BINGO
Friday, February 10, 6:30 p.m. Join us for a fun 
night of bingo, hosted by the delightful Sylvia 
O’Stayformore! Your $25 ticket ($40 per couple!) 
includes 12 games, light dinner, costume contest, 
and “out”rageous fun! Dress up to enter the 
costume contest! Cash bar will serve beer, wine, 
and Jell-O shots! Purchase your tickets today at 
www.snovalleysenior.org!

WINE AND CHOCOLATE TASTING
Saturday, February 18, 3:00–5:00 p.m. What better way 
to support local businesses than with a fun wine and 
chocolate tasting with vendors from the Valley! There 
will also be delicious bread and cheese to sample! 
Tickets are $15 in advance, $20 at the door, and can be 
purchased online at www.snovalleysenior.org!

WISDOM CAFES WITH KING COUNTY LIBRARY
Starting Tuesday, February 28, at 10:15 a.m. Join us 
for a three-part Wisdom Cafe Series, with topics such 
as staying connected and overcoming limitations and 
starting with “The Surprises of Aging”—who knew 
that it would be like this? As one writer says, “Life gets 

better—not easier, but better.” What have you learned 
while getting older? Research often indicates that we 
are often pleasantly surprised! The next two dates will 
be Tuesday, March 28, and Tuesday, April 25!

STEAK DINNER AND CAKE AUCTION
Saturday, March 11, seating at 4:30 and 6:00 p.m. 
Going once, going twice, sold! Get ready to bid 
on delicious cakes baked by Sno-Valley Senior 
Center members, while enjoying a great steak or 
chicken (Grandma Oltmann’s recipe) dinner! $15 
in advance for dinner and all the fixings! $20 at 
the door! Purchase tickets at the center or online at 
www.snovalleysenior.org!

GET YOUR HEART PUMPING WITH SHAPE-UP!
Did you know that your first exercise class at Sno-
Valley Senior Center is free up to $10 (age 50+)? This 
includes EnhanceFitness, Zumba, Tai Chi, and Gentle 
Chair Yoga! Just stop on by and mention the Shape-Up 
discount! We hope to see you soon!

For more info visit SnoValleySenior.org or call 425-
333-4152.
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Support for our work from King County Heritage 4Culture is gratefully acknowledged.

P.O. Box 293, Fall City, WA 98024 fallcityhistorical@juno.com www.fallcityhistorical.org
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Fall City Community Tool Library
33408 SE 45th St

Saturdays 8:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

425-441-9150

https://fallcity.myturn.com/library
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Wednesdays (Feb 1, 8, 15, and 22)
1:00–2:30 p.m. GriefShare Support Group, a non-
denominational, Christian-based, open to all, nationally 
recognized program providing help and encouragement 
after the death of a child, family member or friend. 
Meetings feature videos of nationally recognized experts 
on grief recovery topics and group discussion in a warm, 
caring environment. Each meeting is self-contained. 
Meeting location: Sno Valley Senior Center. For more info 
go to griefshare.org.

Thursdays (February 2 and 16)
1:00 p.m. Care Giver Connection, an ongoing support 
group for folks caring for a family member or friend. 
Come to one or both sessions at Sno Valley Senior Center, 
Carnation. 425-333-4152

Thursdays (February 2, 9, and 16)
7:30–9:00 p.m. Adult co-ed volleyball, Fall City Elementary 
School Gym. No registration necessary—just come ready 
to play!

Thursday, February 2
7:30 p.m. Mount Si Fish and Game Club meeting, 
Snoqualmie Police Department on Snoqualmie Ridge. 
Learn more at www.mountsifishandgameclub.com.

Second Thursday of each month (February 9)
7:00 p.m., Friends of Fall City Library Meeting.

Second Friday of each month (February 10)
11:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m. Fall City Community Association 
Meeting, Fall City Fire Department Meeting Room.

Second Tuesday of each month (February 14)
7:00 p.m., Fire District 27 Commissioners’ meeting, Fall 
City Fire Department.

Third Saturday of each month (February 18)
Trellis Garden Forum Meeting, 9:00 a.m. For information go 
to http://trellis.ning.com.

Third Tuesday of each month (February 21)
9:30–11:30 a.m. The Moms Group meets at the Snoqualmie 
Valley Alliance Church in Fall City. For more information go 
to: encompassnw.org.

Third Wednesday of each month (February 15)
7:00 p.m. Fall City Water District Commissioners meeting, 
FC Water District Office.

February Events at the Fall City Learning Garden and 
P-Patch 
Hands-on learning opportunities: Wednesdays, February 
1 and 15, 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m., weather permitting. 
February tasks in the garden include preparing for early 
spring crops, as well as general garden maintenance. We 
will share any thinned strawberry plants with helpers!

Come help us prepare for another season of growing 
food for the Fall City Community Food Pantry or grow 
your own vegetables and flowers in one of our individual 
P-Patch beds this season! We have good soil, sun, and 
friendly gardeners. Come and grow with us!
Visit our website at http://letusgarden.org or 
our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
FallCityLearningGardenandPPatch. The garden is located 
behind the Masonic Hall in the center of Fall City, at 4304 
337th Pl. SE. Garden access is from the alley behind the 
Masonic Hall.

Collect and/or share seeds at the 7th Annual Snoqualmie 
Valley Seed Exchange on Saturday, February 4, at 
Cedarcrest High School in Duvall.

February Events for Fall City Library
Tuesdays, Feb. 7 and 28, 10:00 a.m. Toddler Story Time. 
Newborn to age 3 with adult, siblings welcome. 11:00 
a.m. Preschool Story Time. An adult must attend and 
participate.

Wednesday, Feb. 8, 3:30 p.m. Fall City Teen Club: Remix 
Your Music. Grades 5–10. Interested in remixing music. 
Come check out the Ableton Push 2 and we’ll lay down a 
track. Snacks provided courtesy of the Friends of Fall City 
Library. 

February Events for Raging River Riders
Saturday, February 12, Pre-Valentine’s Day Ride from Fall 
City Arena. 10:00 a.m. Ride-out. If questionable weather, 
check the Web or Facebook.

Thursday, February 16, RRR Meetings: All are welcome. 7:00 
p.m. Board; 7:30 p.m. General. All are welcome. Future 
rides and events discussion Door prize, snacks, etc. Valley 
Christian Assembly Church, 32725 SE 42nd St., Fall City. 
Front entrance please. See you there!

Note: 2017 dues are due. Applications are available at all 
club events and online. Info: www.rrriders.org or join us on 
Facebook: Raging River Riders.

FEBRUARY 2017 FALL CITY COMMUNITY CALENDAR
(Please send calendar items to Andree Hurley at andree@seattlehometour.com. Deadline is the 10th of each month.)


