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 The Vintage Flea, looking festive for the holidays. See page 13 for more photos of Fall City's Annual  
Holiday Market, school choral program, tree lighting, and Art Park festivities. (Photo: Nancy Moore)
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SUBMISSIONS: We encourage submissions, story 
suggestions and comments from our community. 
We are always looking for writers, reporters, 
artists, photographers and idea people interested in 
volunteering for this publication.
STORY IDEAS, ARTICLES, SUGGESTIONS, COMMENTS, OR TO 
SUBMIT/REQUEST A BUSINESS PROFILE: Nancy Moore, 
Editor, e-mail: editor@fcneighbors.org or mail to 
Fall City Neighbors, P.O. Box 1064, Fall City, WA 
98024.

CALENDAR ITEMS: Andree Hurley at andree@
seattlehometour.com
SEND DONATIONS TO: Fall City Newsletter, P.O. Box 
1064, Fall City, WA 98024
TO SPONSOR: Contact Janet Kautz, kautzjl@ 
gmail.com. Ad sizes: 3.5” x 2”—$75/qtr or 
$300/yr; 3.5” x 4”—$150/qtr or $600/yr; 
7” x 4”—$300/qtr or $1200/yr.
CLASSIFIEDS: Free ads for nonprofits and individuals 
only—no businesses: 25 words or less.

Fall City Neighbors is a publication of the Fall 
City Community Association (www.fallcity.org) 
and is supported by local sponsors and donors. 
It is published monthly and distributed free of 
charge to the community, available at the Fall 
City Library, Fall City Post Office (green box in 
front), Farmhouse Market, The Grind Espresso, 
The Hauglie Building, and the Roadhouse Inn, and 
online at http://www.fallcity.org/neighbors.html.

Deadline for submissions is the TENTH of each month.

Fall City Neighbors, since 1998: Helping to build a caring and connected community of neighbors.

Layout: David Gershman
Distribution: Kristin Minner and the Minner 

Family
Treasurer: Janet Kautz
Calendar: Andree Hurley

Interviews: Sharon Brown
Historical Society: Ruth Pickering
Gardening Corner: Susan Miller
Community Garage Sale: Irene Pike
Fall City Community Food Pantry: Karen Hatch

Sno-Valley Senior Center: Kira Avery
Photography: Marleen Francis
Business services: Christine Johnson
Printing: Emerald City Graphics/Cindy Parks

Newsletter Volunteers

Newsletter Donors (January 2018–December 2018)
Bonnie Barker and Pauline Madden 
T. L. and Patricia Calvin
Jon and Donna Driver-Kummen
Noma and Craig Edwards
Janet Ewing
Fall City Historical Society
Judy Gunderson
Carrie and Dean Lee
Claire Loranger (in memory of Ulis 

Barfuse and Irene Pike)
Gerald and Betty Ostrom

Irene Pike
John and Marion Querro/ 

Gloria Morgan
Carrie and Robert Schroeder
Silvermoon
Sno-Valley Senior Center
William Tashima and Chris Bentley
Jeremie Wilkins
*Donations received after December 10, 
2018, will be acknowledged in the 
February 2019 issue.

You are invited to donate to Fall City 
Neighbors to help us cover expenses 
of the coming year. Please make your 
check to “FCCA/Fall City Newsletter,” 
and mail to: Fall City Neighbors 
Newsletter, P.O. Box 1064, Fall City, WA 
98024.

EDITOR’S NOTE

Fall City—the little city that isn’t! However, it is a community of caring individuals and groups who work 
tirelessly to keep the small community feel, keep local small businesses in business, keep history and the 
arts alive, look out for the welfare of friends and neighbors, and make decisions resulting in small to large 
impacts on the community.

Perhaps the most impactful community decision that we who live in Fall City and the surrounding area 
will be faced with in 2019 is deciding the future of the Fall City Fire Department—Fire District 27. There 
are certainly arguments to be made for and against remaining a stand-alone district, merging with District 
10, joining Eastside Fire and Rescue as Fire District 27, or developing some level of association with the 
Snoqualmie Fire Department as Fire District 27. Keys to making a good decision include having accurate 
information (financial and otherwise), weighing the impact of the various options on the overall community, 
avoiding rushing to a decision, and taking into account the finality of the decision: whether it is reversible or 
irreversible if it doesn’t work out as planned. This is not a decision to make lightly.
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Highlights of the December 2018 Meeting

NO FCCA MEETING IN THE MONTH OF JANUARY

Community News and Notes
FALL CITY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

KING COUNTY NEWS. John Taylor, director of the new 
cabinet-level Department of Local Services (DLS), is 
hiring staff, including a deputy director from the solid-
waste industry, along with an economic development 
and sub-area planner. The DLS will begin operations 
on January 1, 2019.

King County Councilmember Kathy Lambert re-
minded the group that unincorporated King County 
(UKC) is home to over 250,000 residents. The absence 
of commercial activity in UKC (in accordance with the 
Growth Management Act) results in a primarily residen-
tial and agricultural tax base. While UKC has 11% of the 
population, it supplies only 3% of retail B&O taxes. An 
unintended consequence of the Growth Management Act 
is that our tax base does not generate revenue sufficient to 
maintain our roads and bridges.

FALL CITY FLOATING 2018 WRAP UP. Simon Briant provided 
a detailed report of the 2018 floating season, including 
the following statistics: 

• 9,723 tube rentals
• 11,098 non-renters used the shuttle service
• 564 a la carte life-jacket rentals
• 5,360 hours of labor for local young adults
• Total Fall City Floating users were down 6.7% 

from 2017

The River Patrol improved crowd control, reduced 
the number of floaters leaving the river early by 90%, 
patched and reinflated 78 tubes, provided minor 
first aid, and collected trash. New and more-clear 
river signage helped floaters stay safe and provided 
guidelines for travel through the “red zone” (“stay in 
your tube, turn down the volume, do not access private 
property,” etc.).

Mesh bags that attach to any tube helped significantly 
with garbage and recycling collection. Fall City 
Floating collected some 36,000 pounds of garbage/
recycling, including 2500 pounds of aluminum cans; 
they spent 1,276 hours on garbage-related duties 
(including daily trash pickups) and expended $4,770 on 
nonlabor trash-management expenses.

The overflow lot worked well and was used by Fall 
City Floating customers for 36 of the 60 days. Concerns 
that the lot would bring additional floaters proved not to 
be true, as total users were down slightly from 2017.

Planned changes for the 2019 season include 
increasing in-river patrol presence, additional safety 
buoys, and signage.

Those in attendance enthusiastically thanked Simon 
for addressing community concerns.

FALL CITY DAY 2018 PROCEEDS DISTRIBUTION. The all-
volunteer effort Fall City Day, an annual fundraiser 
sponsored by the FCCA, distributes proceeds from 
the event back to the community. This year, Fall City 
Elementary School received $1,837; Boy Scout Troop 
425 kept everything looking great and received $400; 
and $5,100 were distributed from the Fun Run to local 
schools, for a total of $7,377.
 
The Fall City Community Association operates on a 
minimal budget comprised primarily of membership 
dues, small grants, and donations, combined with 
hundreds of hours of volunteer time.

Membership dues are nominal:
• Regular Voting Member: $30.00 (Jan. 1–Dec. 31)
• Assoc. (Non-voting) Member: $20.00 (Jan. 1–

Dec. 31)
• General (Non-voting) Attendance: Free!

To make a donation to the FCCA: Amazon Smile; 
Seattle Foundation; on the FFCA website (www.
fallcity.org); or mail a check to FCCA, PO Box 272, 
Fall City, WA 98024.

ELECTION RESULTS FOR 2019
President: Ashley Glennon
Vice President: Simon Briant
Treasurer: Laurie Hauglie
Secretary: Nancy Moore
Corresp. Secretary: Mary Butler
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will sharpen pruners, scissors, knives, scythes, and 
handmower blades, ranging in price from $4 to $25.

With sharpened pruners—if you must prune in 
January—then prune any thicker-needled dwarf 
conifers like our cultivated native firs, spruces, and 
hemlocks. You can prune any upward growth on 
prostrate or weeping Canadian hemlocks. I had fun 
carefully sculpting my Hollywood (twisty) juniper 

and resolved to be more daring in 
2019. Firs and spruces aren’t known 
to be rambunctious growers, but 
do check for any dead needles or 
crossing branches. Cass Turnbull of 
Plant Amnesty rather brusquely said 
on her YouTube channel, regarding 
dwarf conifers: “With the exception 
of pines, thread cypress, and 
Hollywood junipers, ‘what you see 

is what you get,’ and that’s the disappointing word on 
conifers! . . . Oh yes, it’s okay to cut deadwood and 
pull off dead needles.”

In February, I prune roses, my favorite “tough” 
perennial, on or about President’s Day weekend. Be 
sure to spray your pruners with alcohol. Prune roses 
12–18 inches high (not higher), snip out weak inner 
stems, cut just above outward-facing buds to stimulate 
early sprouting, and pick up old leaves, as they 
may have black spot on them. Load up the ground 
surrounding the roses with organic compost, but leave 
space around rose stems. This compost gets life-
giving worms a head start, as well as the mycorrhizae 
fungi that need to be left uncompressed to foster 
underground microbiotic roots and water channels.

In February, you’ll read a “how to” list to prepare 
untilled beds for your plants and vegetables! May 
you appreciate the win-win of this soil enrichment 
process. Try to find yourself a steady source of rich 
compost: your own compost bins, wood chips, rotted 
animal waste. I’ll also be telling you about the City of 
Tacoma’s highly popular Tagro.

susanamiller@hotmail.com
Master Gardener and Master Pruner

GARDEN CORNER
by Susan MillerCLEAN AND SHARPEN YOUR 

TOOLS FOR WINTER PRUNING

Only garden nerds are busy in the January garden, 
but here are some gentle supportive activities 

to consider, such as tool cleaning/sharpening and 
pruning (only) the thick-needled conifers, which are 
fir, spruce, and hemlock.

On a rainy day, assemble your cleaning tools: steel 
wool, paper towels, files (round or straight), tool oil, 
maybe a wrench to loosen the bolt holding your pruner 
blades together, and alcohol in a 
spray bottle. The most stuck, gritty, 
and rusted pruner blades I saw on 
YouTube were drenched and soaked 
in vinegar, wrapped in paper towels, 
then wrapped in a plastic bag for 
overnight. The next day, the pruners 
were unwrapped, the remaining 
vinegar neutralized with baking soda, 
and the blades brushed vigorously 
with a toothbrush. Voila, clean. If you regularly clean 
your pruners, then spray them regularly with alcohol 
or a bleach solution, too (which is supposed to be done 
between each plant contact). I use steel wool on my 
blades, then I file with a narrow file away from myself at 
a 33°–45° angle on my cutting blade, again on the flat-
bottomed blade to remove burrs, then spray sprightly 
with Felco or WD-40 oil, wait a few, and wipe off.

Shovel blades don’t get cleaned much or enough. 
If we brushed off dirt regularly, especially wet dirt, 
the blade wouldn’t rust much. I love the idea of filling 
a 5-gallon bucket with 30 pounds of builder’s sand, 
then a half-gallon of oil (vegetable oil goes rancid) or 
mineral oil (expensive), waiting an hour for the oil to 
seep down, then repeat and add the last 30 pounds of 
sand and half-gallon of oil. This almost covers up the 
average shovel blade for cleaning and/or storage.

Should you prefer to have your tools sharpened 
for you, Molbak’s in Woodinville and The Issaquah 
Grange will sharpen them. Molbak’s contracts with 
Northwest Sharpening, which comes to Molbak’s 
Saturday, January 12, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. to sharpen 
with their stone wheel. At the Grange, ask for Mike, 
the garden manager (Monday through Wednesday and 
Friday through Saturday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.), who 
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FUTURE OF FIRE DISTRICT 27: UPDATE

After lengthy discussion and comments and 
questions from residents and fire department 

personnel attending the December 14 Fall City 
Fire District 27 Commissioners Special meeting, 
the commissioners voted to remove the District 10 
merger measure from the February 12, 2019, ballot. 
This action postpones any possible public vote on the 
District 10 merger measure until at least the April 
2019 election.

At the December 14 meeting, the commissioners 
were asked to request a 2019 budget from District 10 
both with and without the inclusion of District 27, so 
that more-accurate cost figures can be reviewed. In 
addition, community members requested financial 
information about the cost to taxpayers to remain 
independent. The commissioners were not able to 
provide a projected budget. The District 27 Board 
of Commissioners scheduled a special meeting for 
Wednesday, December 19, at the fire station. That 
meeting was canceled. The next regular FD27 Board 
of Commissioners meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 
January 8, 2019, at 7:00 p.m.

Because the option selected to put on a ballot for 
community approval/disapproval will impact local 
businesses, residents throughout Fall City Fire District 

27, and fire department personnel, it is important 
that community members become familiar with the 
ramifications of each option for themselves and the 
community and seek answers from and make their 
preferences known to the commissioners. Board of 
Commissioner meetings are open to the public. Public 
comment is the first item on the agenda.

Information relating to the future of the Fall City 
Fire District is available at www.king27fire.com, www.
fallcity.org, and in Fall City Neighbors, available in 
print and online at fallcity.org.

Fire District 27 Honors Members at Annual Banquet

On Sunday, December 9, current and past members of Fall City Fire District 27, along with their 
guests, attended an annual appreciation banquet held at the Fall City Roadhouse.

Commissioner Lilly Hansen was recognized for completion of 5 years of service; volunteer firefighter 
Aaron Hansen was recognized for 10 years of service; career firefighters Jordan Jessen and Marcus Noble 
were each recognized for 15 years of service; and district secretary Melinda Wall was recognized for 20 
years of service.

Firefighter Shaun Baker was presented with the 2018 Career Firefighter of the Year Award. Firefighter 
Dane Brookshear was presented with the 2018 Volunteer Firefighter of the Year Award.

Although they were not in attendance, the following members will also receive service recognition 
awards: volunteer firefighter Jonathan Krell (5 years of service); firefighter Joe Springer (15 years of 
service); and aptain Ken Larson (30 years of service).
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P.O. Box 293, Fall City, WA 98024 historylives@fallcityhistorical.org www.fallcityhistorical.org
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Support for our work from King County Heritage 4Culture is gratefully acknowledged.

P.O. Box 293, Fall City, WA 98024 historylives@fallcityhistorical.org www.fallcityhistorical.org
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THE SHASWABS TRAIL

The Levee Walk, or 
“Shaswabs Trail,” along 

the Raging River is an 
enjoyable walk any season of 
the year. Locals use it often. 
However, I only recently 
learned this unique walk 
is full of Native American 
history and past ownership 
issues. Local tribes call it 
Shaswabs Trail, having fished 
here for thousands of years.

In 2006, it was deeded 
to the public as both a 
pedestrian easement to 
the river’s edge and as a 
pedestrian right of way. I 
like to start at the green gate across from the entrance 
to Twin Rivers Golf Course. Here are photos of an 
American dipper, Cooper’s hawk, and a gull feeding 
along the river. The trail continues south to the green 
bridge, past cows, horses, geese, and kayakers.

—George Conway
Fall City resident

(Photos: GSC Video Productions, Fall City)
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CHEVRON GAS STATION NOW OPEN
by Nancy Moore

I had the pleasure of meeting Tandeep Jolly, manager of the Chevron gas station and River Edge Market, 
a few days after the station opened for business. The first thing he told me was that most people call him 

Jolly. When I asked him how he happened to decide to open a business in Fall City he shared the following:
“We always found this place and people wonderful. Everyone is so supportive here. I love the air in Fall 

City. It smells so good and better than anywhere else. It is such a calm city.” Jolly went on to say, “We used 
to come to the Snoqualmie Falls and river in Fall City in the summers with our family. We always wanted 
to do some business or anything just to be a part of this great community. So after doing all the hard work 
for years, as you all know, we are finally open. Hope we can give our best to this wonderful part of the 
world. Fall City rocks!”

Whether you need gas or items from the market, Jolly is looking forward to meeting you!
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DECEMBER 1st HOLIDAY MARKET  
AND TREE LIGHTING DAY IN FALL CITY
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January Sno-Valley Senior Center Events
AARP SAFE DRIVING CLASS
Friday, January 4, 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. This popular 
AARP class will update you on the latest and greatest 
driving tips. Upon completion, you will receive a 
certificate, which could help you obtain a discount 
on your car insurance. You can bring a sack lunch or 
purchase one at the center. Please sign up at the front 
desk. $15 AARP members ($20 nonmembers), please 
bring membership card and payment to class.

REVERSE MORTGAGE SEMINAR
Tuesday, January 8, 10:30 a.m. Paul Tollner, a loan 
specialist with Golden Heritage Financial in Bellevue, 
will be here to discuss retirement solutions for seniors 
by refinancing their homes through the Home Equity 
Conversion Mortgage (the FHA-guaranteed reverse 
mortgage program). This is a no-pressure review that 
will include bagels and coffee!

DISCO RAINBOW BINGO
Friday, January 11, 6:30 p.m. Boogie on over for 
Disco Rainbow Bingo with Sylvia O’Stayformore! 
Just $15 per person, $25 per couple for this fun night 
of bingo! Dinner will be available for purchase, 

separately, at the event. Purchase tickets at the front 
desk or online at www.snovalleysenior.org!

MEMOIR WRITING WORKSHOP
Starting Thursday, January 17, 1:00–3:00 p.m. 
Through this 4-week workshop, you will receive an 
entertaining romp through four chosen categories and 
three decades, detailed instruction in the “Write to 
Remember Rules,” historical timeline handouts for each 
category, class discussion of interpretation and sharing 
methods, a notebook for writing memory vignettes 
in class, and more! This is a free workshop put on by 
author Kim Pearson. Please sign up at the front desk.

WINE & CHOCOLATE TASTING
Friday, February 8, 7:00–8:30 p.m. What better 
way to support local businesses than with a fun wine 
and chocolate tasting with vendors from the Valley? 
There will also be delicious bread and cheese to 
sample. Tickets can be purchased online at www.
snovalleysenior.org, $20 in advance, $25 at the door.

For more info, visit SnoValleySenior.org or call 425-
333-4152.
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 3

7:30 p.m. Adult Co-ed Volleyball at Fall City Elementary 
School gym. Advance registration not necessary.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 6

10:00 a.m. Ride out. Raging River Riders trail ride. Let’s make 
it a great first ride of the year! Location to be posted at www.
rrriders.org and on Facebook. Questionable weather? Check 
Web or Facebook for changes. See y'all there!

TUESDAY, JANUARY 8

6:00 p.m. Study Zone at Fall City Library. Students K–12. Need 
help with homework? Bring what you’re working on and get 
free help from our volunteer tutors. No registration required. 
Tutor specialties includes upper-level math and science.

7:00 p.m. Fall City Metropolitan Park District Meeting

7:00 p.m. Fall City Fire District 27 Commissioners Meeting at 
fire station.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 10

3:00 p.m. Study Zone at Fall City Library. Students K-12. Need 
help with homework? Bring what you’re working on and get 
free help from our volunteer tutors. No registration required. 
Tutor specialties include elementary and middle school 
subjects.

4:00 p.m. Friends of the Fall City Library meeting at the Fall 
City Library. The Friends meet every second Thursday.

7:30 p.m. Adult Co-ed Volleyball at Fall City Elementary 
School Gymnasium.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 11

Noon to 1:00 p.m. Snoqualmie Valley Food Bank refrigerated 
van visits at the Fall City Library.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 15

10:00 a.m. Toddler Story Time. Newborn to age 3 with adult, 
siblings welcome. Stories, books, songs, and surprises! Help 
your child get ready to read with this half-hour storytime for 
our youngest patrons at the Fall City Library.

11:00 a.m. Preschool Story Time. Ages 3 and older with adult, 
siblings welcome. Share books, sing songs and have fun with 
other preschool pals at the Fall City Library. Early literacy 
activities help children learn to read.

2:45–4:00 p.m. Teen Art Club at Fall City Library. Middle and 
high school ages. Unleash your creativity through guided 
and not-so-guided activities. All supplies provided. Snacks 
provided by the Friends of the Fall City Library.

6:00 p.m. Study Zone at Fall City Library (see January 8)

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16

7:00 p.m. Fall City Water District Commissioners Meeting. FC 
Water District Office.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 17

2:45 p.m. Game On. Grades 5 and up. Come play video games 
at the library! Hone your gaming skills with Wii U, Xbox One, 
and the Xbox 360. Not a gamer? Come hang out and eat some 
snacks, do a craft, or play a tabletop game. Snacks provided 
by the Friends of the Fall City Library.

3:00 p.m. Study Zone at Fall City Library (see January 10)

7:30 p.m. Raging River Riders board meeting. 7:30 p.m. 
General meeting. Happy New Year! All are welcome! 
Equestrian events including riders, playdays, jumping events, 
campouts, and more. This will be a fun year! Come add your 
ideas. Summary of last year’s events. Lively conversation, 
snacks, and door prizes. Meet at Valley Christian Assembly 
Church, 32725 SE 42nd St, Fall City. Front entrance please.

7:30 p.m. Adult Co-ed Volleyball at Fall City Elementary 
School gym.

 TUESDAY, JANUARY 22

2:45 p.m. Teen Art Club at Fall City Library (see January 15)

6:00 p.m. Study Zone at Fall City Library (see January 8)

THURSDAY, JANUARY 24

2:45 p.m. Game On at the Fall City Library (see Thursday, 
January 17)

3:00 p.m. Study Zone at Fall City Library (see January 10)

FRIDAY, JANUARY 25

Noon to 1:00 p.m. Snoqualmie Valley Food Bank refrigerated 
van visits at Fall City Library.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 29

10:00 a.m. Toddler Story Time (see January 15)

11:00 a.m. Preschool Story Time (see January 15)

2:45 p.m. Teen Art Club at Fall City Library (see January 15)

6:00 p.m. Study Zone at Fall City Library (see January 8)

THURSDAY, JANUARY 31

2:45 p.m. Game On at the Fall City Library (see January 17)

3:00 p.m. Study Zone at Fall City Library (see January 10)

JANUARY 2019 FALL CITY COMMUNITY CALENDAR
(Please send calendar items to Andree Hurley at andree@seattlehometour.com. Deadline is the 10th of each month.)


