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SUBMISSIONS: We encourage submissions, story 
suggestions and comments from our community. 
We are always looking for writers, reporters, 
artists, photographers and idea people interested in 
volunteering for this publication.
STORY IDEAS, ARTICLES, SUGGESTIONS, COMMENTS, OR TO 
SUBMIT/REQUEST A BUSINESS PROFILE: Del and Nancy 
Moore, Co-editors, e-mail: editor@fcneighbors.org 
or mail to Fall City Neighbors, P.O. Box 1064, Fall 
City, WA 98024.

CALENDAR ITEMS: Andree Hurley at andree@
seattlehometour.com
SEND DONATIONS TO: Fall City Newsletter, P.O. Box 
1064, Fall City, WA 98024
TO SPONSOR: Contact Janet Kautz, kautzjl@ 
gmail.com. Ad sizes: 3.5” x 2”—$75/qtr or 
$300/yr; 3.5” x 4”—$150/qtr or $600/yr; 
7” x 4”—$300/qtr or $1200/yr.
CLASSIFIEDS: Free ads for nonprofits and individuals 
only—no businesses: 25 words or less.

Fall City Neighbors is a publication of the Fall 
City Community Association (www.fallcity.org) 
and is supported by local sponsors and donors. 
It is published monthly and distributed free of 
charge to the community, available at the Fall 
City Library, Fall City Post Office (green box in 
front), Farmhouse Market, The Grind Espresso, 
The Hauglie Building, and the Roadhouse Inn, and 
online at http://www.fallcity.org/neighbors.html.

Deadline for submissions is the TENTH of each month.

Fall City Neighbors, since 1998: Helping to build a caring and connected community of neighbors.

Layout: David Gershman
Distribution: Kristin Minner and the Minner 

Family
Treasurer: Janet Kautz
Calendar: Andree Hurley

Interviews: Sharon Brown
Historical Society: Ruth Pickering
Gardening Corner: Susan Miller
Community Garage Sale: Irene Pike
Photography: Marleen Francis

Business services: Christine Johnson
Printing: Printing Control/Cindy Parks
And many others for ideas and encouragement.

Newsletter Volunteers

Newsletter Donors (August 2016–July 2017)
Anonymous
Clara Bentley
T. L. and Patricia Calvin
Noma and Craig Edwards
Janet Ewing
Fall City Historical Society
Sue Holbink and Ed Hazen
Isabel Jones
Teresa Kluver, Glenn Boettcher

Ken and Liam Meadors
Dwight and Rebecca Miller
Gerald and Betty Ostrom
John and Marion Querro/ 

Gloria Morgan
John and Shirley Rothnie
Susan and Richard Terbrueggen
Sno-Valley Senior Center

*Donations received after August 15, 
2017, will be acknowledged in the 
October 2017 issue.

Your are invited to donate to Fall City 
Neighbors to help us cover expenses 
of the coming year. Please make your 
check to “FCCA/Fall City Newsletter,” 
and mail to: Fall City Neighbors 
Newsletter, P.O. Box 1064, Fall City, 
WA 98024.

EDITOR’S NOTE
We greeted the New Year just a few weeks ago, or so it seems. We have had an unbelievable stretch of summer 
weather: several degrees hotter on a consistent basis than what I am comfortable with as a born and raised western 
Washingtonian. But we are entering my favorite month of the year—maybe because I was born in mid-September 
and maybe because I always looked forward to September and the start of the school year (which I appreciate not 
everyone looks forward to) and the evenings with the cool fog swirling about. A particularly persistent memory 
is my freshman year of high school at Mount Si, walking toward the bleachers for my first high school football 
game wearing my brand new high school sweater (which I still have, by the way, although when I started college 
at WSU I removed the chevrons and pins for service club and debate club that I thought would appear too juvenile 
to wear on the college campus).

Our cover photo of Fall City Elementary School’s Gettysburg walnut tree is fitting for our September issue, 
and you will find that several of our articles are particularly pertinent for our “goodbye summer,” “hello fall” 
issue.



3

September 2017

Highlights of the August 2017 Meeting

NEXT FCCA MEETING: Friday, September 8
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Fall City Fire Station
4301 334th Place SE

COMMUNITY STAKEHOLDER GROUP. John Taylor, King 
County assistant director, Water and Land Resources, 
shared the group’s progress, including a review of 
all land parcels the county already owns or is in 
the process of owning, including the Rainier Wood 
Recycling property—why it was purchased and the 
current plans; which parcels are being considered for 
purchase, including trail connections, development 
rights on farmlands, flood mitigation, etc.; and a 
“laundry list” of things the community would like: 
community center, farmers market, sewer service, 
visitor center, meeting rooms/classrooms, basketball 
courts, etc. The next focus of the group will be to 
crystallize that list, seeking input from the community. 
Angela Donaldson will, at least temporarily, facilitate 
communication between the Stakeholders Group and 
the community.

KING COUNTY UPDATES. Kathy Lambert, King County 
councilmember, expressed her concern about 
oversized vehicles using the compromised Tolt Bridge, 
noting the County will be stepping up police patrols 
and asking citizens to report use by large buses or 
trucks. Lambert expressed her support for King 
County Executive Dow Constantine’s decision to open 
a local government section in order to be a better 
“local” government for the 200,000 people living in 
unincorporated King County.

Alan Painter, Community Service Area program 
manager, indicated the King County budget for 
the first time has a section specifically for the 
unincorporated area of the County.

Painter encouraged community members to attend 
a meeting on August 23 at the Snoqualmie Valley 
Alliance Church to learn about options King County 
is developing to meet wastewater treatment needs of 
the Fall City business district. State Representative 
Paul Graves was responsible for a $600,000 capital 
budget-line item in the proposed state capital budget 
for funds to be used as seed money that would allow 
the County to apply for other grants to fund the 
wastewater treatment project.

SUMMER RIVER FLOAT SEASON. The tremendous growth 
in population in the greater Seattle area and this 
summer’s weather have resulted in increased numbers 
of people desiring to float the river.

Residents of Fish Hatchery Road have formed a 
coalition to communicate and address concerns about 
river and road safety, parking and garbage pickup 
along and in the river, roadway, and parking lots.

Fall City Floating owner Simon Briant, shared what 
he and his employees are doing to address several 
of their concerns: shuttle drivers provide a scripted 
speech about river safety, restrooms, life jackets, etc.; 
shuttle speeds are limited to 20 mph on Fish Hatchery 
Road; two-plus staff members are assigned to litter 
patrol/removal; increased parking at Fall City Park 
and shuttle trips to the put-in points have reduced the 
number of cars floaters bring to our community. A 
lively discussion followed, and the following concerns 
and solutions were offered:

•	 Councilmember Lambert noted King County 
officers have increased their patrols and ticketing 
on Fish Hatchery Road.

•	 An attendee recommended that FCCA consider 
a followup meeting where people could express 
concerns and offer suggestions in a solutions-
oriented forum.

HIGH DENSITY HOMES. Attendees expressed their 
concerns about a proposed high-density 17-home 
project off of 324th. The developer has completed an 
informal SEPA, and residents believe a full impact 
evaluation is necessary.

Community News and Notes
FALL CITY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
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to shop the specialty garden sales offered by the King 
County Master Gardeners, Arboretum Foundation, 
Northwest Horticultural Society, Native Plant Society, 
and Iris Society. Saturday, September 16 is a busy sale 
day; check websites for dates and locations.

I had an enlightening conversation regarding 
September activities in the vegetable garden with 
Darien Payne, local vegetable gardener, seed 
exchanger, and mason-bee user. She began with a 
sensible observation: “Let’s see what’s coming out of 
my veg beds as the summer winds down. If my soil 
is properly enriched, it should yield good results.” 
She says cover crops are cheaper in terms of time and 
energy than manure’s decomposing organisms and 
feed the soil in a different way: their living roots pull 
soil nutrients into their root “bank” and hold them for 
the next season. She’ll use a mix from three cover-
crop families: a legume (clover, vetch, or hardy peas), 
a grass (rye, rye grass, wheat, or oats), and a brassica 
(kale, daikon, radish, or mustard). She’ll select winter 
kill cover crops for early spring plants like peas, 
kale, early greens, or potatoes, and for summer crops 
(tomatoes) she’ll fall plant vetch, kale, cereal rye, or 
fava beans.

Vegetable garden problems include hungry mice 
and rabbit predators. There are no silver bullets, 
but little aides can help: rabbit fencing (until they 
burrow under), smelly products, and planting strong-
flavored greens like arugula, chicory, radicchio, and 
mustard greens. My peas were too sweet, I see now. 
Fall plantings to eat as they mature over the cooler 
season? Try Brussels sprouts, hardy peas, spinach, 
mache, lettuce, and garlic to be harvested next July. 
Try shopping through Territorial Seeds to find seeds 
designed for our PNW marine climate.

Happy Gardening!
susanamiller@hotmail.com

Master Gardener and Master Pruner

GARDEN CORNER
by Susan Miller

ADVANTAGES OF PLANTING A 
FALL GARDEN

Our fall colors may be a bit more muted than New 
England’s, but we can enhance our native shrub 

and tree colors with colorful perennials best planted in 
the fall. Sumac ‘Tiger Eyes’ is a cultivated native, with 
brilliant orange and red leaves turning in August. Oak 
leaf hydrangeas glow with burgundy hues, Russian 
sage offers soft mauve stems, coryopteris, beautyberry, 
kale, cabbage, and pansies, and the muted grasses last 
until after frosts: miscanthus, blue fescue, fountain 
grass, and Karl Foerster feather reed grass. Must-have 
shrubs and small trees of color include burning bush, 
forthergilla, and viburnum. My decorative wine vines 
resonate a deep purple.

Fall has more good days for planting than spring 
does, with more sun and less rain. In fall, the soil still 
holds summer’s warmth, which encourages growth up 
until the ground freezes (Nov. 28 on average). Rain 
is needed for planting, and new transplants should be 
watered about 1 inch of water per week up until the 
first hard frost. Stop fall planting 6 weeks before the 
first hard frost, about mid-October.

Fall pruning is useful for perennials, as they’ll 
still have a bit of time to grow into their new shape. 
Root pruning is useful to do now for intended later 
transplants. You slice your shovel blade into the 
ground, shortening side-root lengths, and don’t 
touch underneath roots, which then come up as one 
with your transferred plant ball. Side-root pruning 
in early fall also primes a new blast of growth once 
transplanted.

Fertilizing should be done twice yearly for most 
plants, once in late winter to prepare roots for spring 
growth, and again in the fall just before the onset of 
fall rains demands plants to grow. A general 16-16-16 
fertilizer works well for most plants, except for our 
acid-loving rhodies, which require a special mix.

Herbaceous perennials like primrose, lupins, 
delphiniums, hostas, and peonies can be lifted, 
divided, and replanted in the fall.

Nurseries order what customers demand, and if 
demand falls off, your options are more limited. Try 
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BIKES FOR BOOKS, AND MORE
by David Bach

North Bend Masons Unity Lodge has been active 
in Fall City for many years. The Lodge provides 

several programs to encourage literacy and student 
success in public education: Laptops for Students, the 
Gaines Scholarship for vocational/technical education, 
and Bikes for Books.

Unity Lodge’s Laptops for Students program gives 
youngsters a boost in learning by allowing them to 
keep up with technology for their school work, so 
that each can have their highest level of success in 
their education.

The Lodge provides a free laptop computer to 
qualified families with school-age children who 
don’t have a computer at home for schoolwork. 
This program focuses on elementary schools in the 
Snoqualmie Valley School District and provides 
a reliable and easy-to-use computer for computer-
assisted learning. Recently, the Lodge gifted a 
computer to two students at Fall City Elementary 
school.

Each year, the Lodge awards the Gaines Scholar-
ship to a graduating senior for further vocational or 
technical education.

Unity Lodge’s Bikes for Books program 
encourages students in the Snoqualmie Valley School 
District to read age-appropriate books, awarding 
a bicycle and safety helmet to avid readers in each 
elementary school.

This school year, Bikes for Books benefited 10 
students, two of those at Fall City Elementary. In the 
end-of-year achievement awards assembly, Principal 
Monica Phillips presented bicycles and helmets 
to Janet Becerra Celis, third grade, and Darron 
Christianson, second grade.

Singletrack Cycles in North Bend participates in the 
annual Bikes for Books program.

Through these programs, North Bend Masons 
Unity Lodge seeks to help students establish a love 
for reading, increase language-comprehension skills, 
build familiarity with computers, and establish a basis 
for success both in school and later in life.

Janet Becerra Celis, FCES third grader, with parents Elia and 
Erasmo.

Darron Christianson, FCES second grader, with grandmother 
Carole.
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P.O. Box 293, Fall City, WA 98024 fallcityhistorical@juno.com www.fallcityhistorical.org
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Support for our work from King County Heritage 4Culture is gratefully acknowledged.

P.O. Box 293, Fall City, WA 98024 fallcityhistorical@juno.com www.fallcityhistorical.org
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END OF SUMMER  
COMMUNITY BBQ POTLUCK

Saturday, September 16
Fall City Masonic Lodge

4304 337th Pl SE, Fall City
5:00–8:00 p.m.

BBQ hot dogs and fixings provided by Fall City Masonic Lodge.

Bring a side dish, salad, dessert: something yummy  
to add to our community table!

Rain or shine—indoor and outdoor seating is provided.

Organized with the help of the Fall City Historical Society

QUESTIONS?  E-mail Cindy at PARKSCL@comcast.net.
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RAGING RIVER CONSERVATION GROUP UPDATE
The blast that occurred at the quarry on July 27, 2017, caused many residents to complain to the Department 
of Permitting and Environmental Review (DPER) and to the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency regarding dust 
in the air, as well as rock fall and tree fall that sounded very close to the Raging River. The severity of this 
blast and the number of complaints submitted to DPER prompted a site visit by DPER. DPER concluded 
that as a result of the blast there was rock/debris outside of the areas permitted for quarry-related operations.

DPER temporarily suspended blasting by the current quarry operator until they hire a geotechnical 
consultant to: 

1. Identify the cause of the rock fall and make recommendations to avoid future similar events
2. Assess the stability of the area affected by the rock/debris fall with recommendations for the short and/

or long-term stabilization

Your complaints make a difference! Please keep filing those complaints with DPER and with Puget 
Sound Clean Air Agency. More info and updates from DPER on our website: www.RagingRiverCG.org.

HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW ABOUT  
YOUR RURAL TOWN OF FALL CITY?

Did you know…? 

•	 There is a new ballot drop box in the parking lot at 
the Fall City Library.

•	 The Snoqualmie Valley Alliance Church offers 
a free medical clinic on Wednesdays from 10:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

•	 Area roads are being improved, including Fish 
Hatchery Road, the Fall City-Issaquah Road, and 
328th Avenue SE from Fall City-Issaquah Road to 
Preston-Fall City Road.

•	 There is a new business in town: M & L 
Collectibles, on the business side of 202.

•	 Fall City Elementary School and Chief Kanim 
Middle School are two of the 10 schools in the 
Snoqualmie Valley School District, the largest 
employer in the Valley, with 800 employees 
serving 6600 students.

•	 Fallcity.org, the website for Fall City provided by 
the Fall City Community Association, receives 
2200 unique visitors each month. The updated site, 
currently being designed, will be mobile, tablet, 
and PC friendly.

•	 Fall City Metropolitan Park District invites you 
to share your ideas about the proposed trail on 
the south side right-of-way along Highway 202 
between Fall City Elementary and Chief Kanim. 
Participate in the survey on their website, www.
fallcityparks.org.

•	 King County buys lots of land, including land 
in and around Fall City. The County recently 
formed a stakeholder’s group for the Fall City 
area that reviews what parcels are owned by 
the County, why they were purchased and by 
which department of the County, what plans the 
County has for those parcels, and how the County 
can  accommodate the needs of the community 
within the restrictions imposed on the particular 
purchasing department.

•	 King County is hosting an end-of-the-season, 
outdoor movie night, on Saturday, September 
30. Location yet to be finalized, with a covered 
backup location in case of rain. Keep an eye on 
the Fall City Yahoo Group for more information 
regarding location and start time.
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September/October Sno-Valley Senior Center Events
SEAHAWKS RAINBOW BINGO
Friday, September 15. 6:30–9:30 p.m. Doors open at 
6:00 p.m.! Wear your best Blue Friday gear and join 
us for Seahawks Rainbow Bingo with the fabulous 
Sylvia O’Stayformore! Just $15 ($25 per couple), 
for 10 games, costume contest, and the chance to 
win $100 in cash! Dinner available, separately, for 
purchase at the event. Get your tickets at www.
snovalleysenior.org.

READY, STEADY, BALANCE:  FALL PREVENTION DAY
Tuesday, September 19. 9:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. 
According to the National Council on Aging, falls are 
the leading cause of fatal and non-fatal injuries for 
older Americans. However, falling is not an inevitable 
result of aging. Come to this FREE event and you can: 
attend a fall-prevention class, have your medication 
reviewed, learn about ways to keep your home safe, 
have your vision checked, attend a Tai Chi class, have 
your blood pressure checked, and more! Check out the 
schedule of classes and presentations on our website at 
www.snovalleysenior.org.

RETIRED METRO VAN DELIVERY
Thursday, September 21. 10:00 a.m. King County 
Councilmember Kathy Lambert will be here to deliver 
a retired Metro Van to Sno-Valley Senior Center! This 
van will replace the smaller van that we use for trips 
and hikes. Come check it out!

SNO-VALLEY SENIOR CENTER OKTOBERFEST DINNER 
AND AUCTION BENEFIT
Saturday, October 14, at Carnation Farms. YOU 
have the power to inspire and support seniors living 
in the Snoqualmie Valley by purchasing your ticket 
today. Early Bird tickets are on sale now for $65! 
Your ticket includes a delicious German-style dinner 
and your choice of wine, beer, and non-alcoholic 
beverages. There will also be fabulous items to bid 
on! Look for more information and tickets at www.
snovalleysenior.org.

For more info, visit SnoValleySenior.org or call 425-
333-4152.
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Sharing the Harvest

Apples! Beans! Beets! Cabbage! Carrots! Corn! Peaches! Pears! 
Tomatoes! Zucchini! Has your garden provided you with an 

abundance of produce this summer? If so, we would be so grateful for 
any surplus you may want to donate to the Fall City Community Food 
Pantry. Though we regularly receive potatoes and onions from Northwest 
Harvest, fresh produce is a real treat and always appreciated by our 
families!

Please call the food pantry manager, Nancy Myhre, at 425-269-8098 
to arrange for pickup or delivery of your donations. We are open for 
distribution on Wednesdays, September 6 and 20, and October 4 and 18. 
We are also available to receive your food on the Tuesdays prior to our 
distribution days, by appointment only.

We would also like to acknowledge David Bach, the Fall City Learning 
Garden, and others who have supplied fresh salad greens, spinach, 
radishes, chard, kale, turnips, beets, carrots, green beans, and squash 
throughout the summer. Thank you all for being the “C” in our full name: 
Fall City Community Food Pantry!
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Thursday, September 7
7:30 p.m. Mount Si Fish and Game Club meeting, 
Snoqualmie Police Department on Snoqualmie Ridge. 
Learn more at www.mountsifishandgameclub.com.

Second Tuesday of each month (September 12)
7:00 p.m. Fall City Metropolitan Park District meeting at the 
Fall City Library

7:00 p.m., Fire District 27 Commissioners’ meeting, Fall City 
Fire Department.

Thursdays (Sept. 14, 21, and 28)
7:30–9:00 p.m. Adult co-ed volleyball, Fall City Elementary 
School Gym.

Second Thursday of each month (September 14)
7:00 p.m. Friends of Fall City Library Meeting. Join the 
Friends of the Fall City Library and help support library 
programs!

Second Friday of each month (September 8)
11:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m. Fall City Community Association 
Meeting, Fall City Fire Department Meeting Room.

Third Saturday of each month (September 16)
Trellis Garden Forum Meeting, 9:00 a.m. For information go 
to http://trellis.ning.com.

Third Tuesday of each month (September 19)
9:30–11:30 a.m. The Moms Group meets at the Snoqualmie 
Valley Alliance Church in Fall City. For more information, go 
to encompassnw.org.

Third Wednesday of each month (September 20)
7:00 p.m. Fall City Water District Commissioners meeting, 
FC Water District Office.

September Events at the Fall City Learning Garden  
and P-Patch 
Join us in harvesting, planting, and maintaining the garden 
for the benefit of the Fall City Community Food Pantry. 
This month we need volunteers to help with the garden 
maintenance! September garden activities include seed 
harvesting, planting cover crops, and fall composting. 

Hands-on learning opportunities: Wednesdays, September 
6 and 20, 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Learn about winter cover 
crops to plant now for improving your soil for next spring’s 
garden. Visit our website at http://letusgarden.org. The 
garden is located behind the Masonic Hall at 4304 337th 
Place SE.

September Events for Fall City Library
Tuesdays (September 12, 19, and 26), 10:00 a.m. Toddler 
Story Time. Newborn to 3 with adult. Enjoy bouncy 
rhymes and tickles, familiar songs and stories with your 
little one! Stay for social time after, with toys and bubbles. 
An adult must attend and participate.

11:00 a.m. Preschool Story Time. Ages 3 to 6. Stories, 
songs, rhymes, and fun! This program includes books, 
music, and movement designed to help build early 
learning skills as your child gets ready to read. A short 
play time follows the program. An adult must attend and 
participate.

Thursdays (September 21 and 28), 3:00 to 4:30 p.m., ages 
10–18. Play Wii, Wii U, and Xbox360 games at the library. 
Snacks provided courtesy of the Friends of the Fall City 
Library.

September Events for Raging River Riders 
Sunday, September 10, Western Games Playday, Fall City 
Arena. Setup, 8:00 a.m.; sign-in, 8:30 a.m.; safety meeting, 
9:45 a.m.; events, 10:00 a.m. Come help set up or take 
down to earn volunteer hours. Helping? Be sure to sign in. 
Weather questionable? Check Web or Facebook.

Thursday, September 21, Monthly RRR meetings. 7:00 
p.m., Board; 7:30 p.m., General. Info: Elections, previous/
upcoming events and budget, door prize and snacks. 
“October’s Playday Jackpot Revealed.” Valley Christian 
Assembly Church, 32725 SE 42nd Street, Fall City. Front 
entrance, please. All are welcome.

Sunday, September 24, Jumping Event at Fall City Arena. 
Same schedule as September 10 Playday. Any tack may be 
ridden.

Info: www.rrriders.org or join us on Facebook: Raging River 
Riders.

SEPTEMBER 2017 FALL CITY COMMUNITY CALENDAR
(Please send calendar items to Andree Hurley at andree@seattlehometour.com. Deadline is the 10th of each month.)


