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Get outside. Enjoy the fresh air and sunshine. And like our canine friends here in  
Olive Taylor Quigley Park are doing: practice social distancing. (Staff photo)
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SUBMISSIONS: We encourage submissions, story 
suggestions and comments from our community. 
We are always looking for writers, reporters, 
artists, photographers and idea people interested in 
volunteering for this publication.
STORY IDEAS, ARTICLES, SUGGESTIONS, COMMENTS, OR TO 
SUBMIT/REQUEST A BUSINESS PROFILE: Nancy Moore, 
Editor, e-mail: editor@fcneighbors.org or mail to 
Fall City Neighbors, P.O. Box 1064, Fall City, WA 
98024.

CALENDAR ITEMS: Andree Hurley at andree@
seattlehometour.com
SEND DONATIONS TO: Fall City Newsletter, P.O. Box 
1064, Fall City, WA 98024
TO SPONSOR: Contact Janet Kautz, kautzjl@ 
gmail.com. Ad sizes: 3.5” x 2”—$75/qtr or 
$300/yr; 3.5” x 4”—$150/qtr or $600/yr; 
7” x 4”—$300/qtr or $1200/yr.
CLASSIFIEDS: Free ads for nonprofits and individuals 
only—no businesses: 25 words or less.

Fall City Neighbors is a publication of the Fall 
City Community Association (www.fallcity.org) 
and is supported by local sponsors and donors. 
It is published monthly and distributed free of 
charge to the community, available at the Fall City 
Library, Fall City Post Office (green box in front), 
Farmhouse Market, The Hauglie Building, and the 
Roadhouse Inn, and online at http://www.fallcity.
org/neighbors.html.

Deadline for submissions is the TENTH of each month.

Fall City Neighbors, since 1998: Helping to build a caring and connected community of neighbors.

Layout: David Gershman
Distribution: Kristin Minner and the Minner 

Family
Treasurer: Janet Kautz
Calendar: Andree Hurley

Interviews: Sharon Brown
Historical Society: Ruth Pickering
Gardening Corner: Susan Miller
Community Garage Sale: Irene Pike
Fall City Community Food Pantry: Karen Hatch

Sno-Valley Senior Center: Kira Avery
Photography: Marleen Francis
Business services: Christine Johnson
Printing: Emerald City Graphics/Cindy Parks

Newsletter Volunteers

Newsletter Donors (April 2019–March 2020)
Bonnie Barker and Pauline Madden
Edward Berglund 
Patricia Calvin
Nile and Marilee Clarke
Noma and Craig Edwards
Janet Ewing
Fall City Historical Society
Judy Gunderson
Claire and Edward Loranger

Claire Nold-Glaser and Jeff Glaser
Gerald and Betty Ostrom
Tawny and Rex Paperd 
Sandra and Bradley Prescott
John and Marion Querro/ 

Gloria Morgan
Sno-Valley Senior Center
Jeremie Wilkins

*Donations received after March 9, 2020, 
will be acknowledged in the May 2020 
issue.

You are invited to donate to Fall City 
Neighbors to help us cover expenses of 
the coming year. Please make your check 
to “FCCA/Fall City Newsletter,” and mail 
to: Fall City Neighbors Newsletter, P.O. 
Box 1064, Fall City, WA 98024.

EDITOR’S NOTE

“These are the times that try men’s souls,” wrote Thomas Paine. With these words he stirred a continent to 
action. The circumstances surrounding him in 1776 are very different from what we are experiencing now, 

but his words ring true. Our souls are tried. Our knowledge is sketchy, our resources are limited, and it is a scary, 
uncertain, and stressful time. Should we ignore it, become paralyzed by fear, or be stirred to action?

I am trusting, hoping that his words will stir not just the people on this continent, but all over the world to 
action: positive, fact-based, adjust-as-new-information-is-available action, with the purpose of helping each other 
through this worldwide disease-initiated medical, psychological, financial, and societal-norm upsetting crisis.

Keeping spirits up and staying connected in times of stress can be difficult when social distancing and/or 
sheltering in place. Think outside the box. Watch a movie with friends, each in your own home using a 
conference call (old technology) or an app like Zoom. Enjoy a summer beverage with your neighbor, each of 
you 3 feet from your side of the fence. Step outside and look up at the night sky. Take time to breathe deeply. 

Take care everyone.
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STATE HIGHWAYS. WSDOT has funding issues due to 
cost increases, decreases in funding, and a recent 
lawsuit by the tribes. Consequently, it has been 
directed to pause projects not already under contract, 
including some having to do with highway capacity 
expansion.

The state provides limited funding to the Roads 
Preservation Program designed to keep highways 
intact and avoiding going to gravel. Crews patch 
potholes and make repairs to give our roads a longer 
service life. However, roads with speed limits under 
40 mph and on and off ramps are being removed 
from the program. Because they had access to smaller 
equipment than would be expected for projects in the 
preservation program, a repair issue on Highway 202 
in downtown Fall City with a 30-mph speed limit was 
addressed last year by the local maintenance team.

The state highways maintenance staff at Preston 
consists of three people and three trucks responsible 
for state roads Hwy 18, from Maple Valley to I-90; 
I-90, east to the base of Snoqualmie Pass; 202, 
from North Bend to Fall City; and then 203, on to 
Carnation. WSDOT appreciates being notified about 
road issues. For immediate road hazards, call 911. For 
chronic issues, which may not be as high a priority, 
call 425-739-3734.

ROAD AND SAFETY COMMITTEE. In the ’90s, left turns at 
the green bridge, speed issues on Preston-Fall City 
road, pedestrian separation at Fall City Elementary 
School, and pedestrian crossing at the Herb Farm were 
top issues. Actions taken included 8-inch fog lines 
added along 332 Avenue SE and on sections of SE 
44th, curbing added along the south edge of SE 42nd 
Street at Fall City Elementary School, and speed limit 
reduction to 30 mph at the green bridge.

In 2002, the King County Road System provided 
four options to increase the width of the Preston-Fall 
City Road at 328th to provide for a left-turn lane for the 
green bridge. All options included a 600-foot retention 
wall, which the community opposed. Consequently, no 
changes were made, and the money allocated for that 
project was redistributed to other areas.

In 2020, the green bridge is still a high-priority 
safety concern for our community. A review of 
available information: the speed limit of 45 mph is 
10 mph below its design speed. The curve radius 
is below the current standard of 1061 feet. Most 
accidents involve slowing down for a left turn, but 
King County tracking reports are inconsistent. King 
County engineering analysis continually utilizes zero 
collisions per year, while collision reports consistently 
indicate roughly 1.5 accidents per year at that location. 

The committee, co-chaired by Michael Chiu and 
Carrie Lee, is currently looking at speeding and safety 
issues at other locations as well.

CELL PHONE TOWER. Verizon has proposed erecting 
a 79-foot cell tower in downtown Fall City behind 
Sahara Pizza. Because it is a communications 
project, the federal government preempts many 
local jurisdiction requirements. For example, the 
location cannot be challenged because of local height 
restrictions or health concerns; however, concerns 
regarding the visual impact on historical landmarks 
must be heard. The Fall City Historical Society 
is conducting a review. In addition to aesthetics, 
community questions regarding that location include 
the following: Is the site the right size? Will it meet 
permeable surface requirements? How will it impact 
the drain field? Will it be limited to one tower or 
sublet for additional towers? Is there another location 
that better meets the need?

No permits have yet been filed with King County. 
Communication with Verizon is critical. A Verizon 
project engineer has agreed to come to the April 
meeting. After understanding what Verizon’s needs 
are, we can ask additional questions and suggest better 
locations and aesthetics. A few that come to mind: 
Bernard Park, the green bridge, King County Roads 
Dept. property, and near the power station just north 
of Fall City Park.

Contact for the historical review: Ruth Pickering, 
historylives@fallcity.org; contact for the FCCA: 
Angela Donaldson, ilovefallcity@gmail.com.

Highlights of the March 2020 Meeting

Community News and Notes
FALL CITY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

(Continued on page 7)
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GARDEN CORNER
by Susan Miller

GOTTA GROW, GOTTA EAT

In April’s warming gardens, where there is work 
there is also joy. The roses’ tiny stem nipple-buds; 

the peonies’ larger all-red buds; the apple trees’ can’t-
wait, white-flowering buds; the hellebores’ January 
bloom of actual flowers (after their leaves have been 
cut off to push growth bloom-ward); and the leycestria 
blooming at multiple joints (where you can prune low 
and tight).

I never start early enough to deter hungry slugs and 
snails with Sluggo. I keep an eye on my emerging 
sweet podophyllum stems (big and yummy), telling 
them to keep their attackers at bay for one more day. 
Try this: divide your plastic jug of Sluggo into smaller 
glass jars. Then position those jars next to your slug’s 
favorite sweet targets. Plastic gets dragged and eaten. 
My slugs’ magnets are my hostas, dahlias, and my 
soft-leaved plants, and most of my veggies: greens, 
cukes, zukes, beans, tomatoes, and strawberries.

Now, to plant nourishment. Our ever-growing 
PNW rains wash out nutrients from our soil. Did you 
know we had almost three times the rain in January 
2020 than we had in January 2019? Eroded soils 
end up acidic (less than 7 on the pH scale) and need 
sweet crushed lime in the spring to make them more 
alkaline (above 7 on the pH scale). The following 
vegetable plants like to be limed: broad beans, peas, 
spinach, onions, garlic, asparagus, and most apple 
trees. No need to lime any of your berries, though. 
Sweet lime turns hydrangeas’ flowers pink and acidic 
fertilizer (think cottonseed meal) will turn them blue.

Staying true to my passion, let’s delve into more 
about soil. Let’s picture the microscopic flow of plant-
made sugars via photosynthesis into the plant roots and 
the soil fungi (aka, mycorrhizal fungi) transporting 
water, exudates, nutrients, and minerals to nourish 
plant root hairs. Soil fungi have no roots, stems, or 
leaves, and consist only of the tiniest threads called 
“hyphae” that penetrate cell walls. These hyphae 
measure hundreds of thousands of miles—all packed 
into a tiny space around plants collectively called the 
“rhizosphere,” interconnected in a net-like web.

A tell-tale sign to humans of this symbiosis 
working: the garden ground sinks! This tells you 
that the feeding frenzy is high, which translates into 

“needs more mulch.” How much? Three to five inches, 
depending on the depth needed to bring soil to ground 
level. Add mulch as often as biweekly during vigorous 
growing; then slow it down to monthly towards the 
end of July when plant growth slows.

Mulch is decomposed plant or animal waste, 
whether composted naturally or purchased. At my 
age, I prefer purchased mulch: Gro-Co is cleaned 
biosolids, mixed and cooked for a year with sawdust. 
I buy 4 cubic yards of Gro-Co, which lasts a summer 
season and looks smooth when applied. A single 
application from the pile is easier on my back than 
filling and lugging buckets of compost from the 
manure bins, which I’ve also then top dressed with a 
purchased mulch. Admittedly, I’m moving to low-
tech around here.

Mycorrizhae/soil fungi benefit the plant by 
increasing its root surface area. You can now also 
buy bags of mycorrizhae/soil fungi at quality garden 
centers. It goes to work immediately, but you may 
not see plant root results for 8 to 12 weeks. Mix 
mycorrizhae with seeds before planting, or throw a 
pinch into the planting hole. 85% of all plants can 
benefit from mycorrizhae as often as every two weeks 
during the high growing season. High-value trees or 
shrubs can be put on a regular mycorrizhal treatment 
schedule once every three to five years.

Mulch-enriched loamy soil makes weeding much 
easier; you can hand-pull most weeds out, roots and 
all. Your most common invader is likely to be shot 
weed. Pluck them out ASAP or they’ll “shoot” seeds 
in all directions as soon as weather warms. Buttercup 
grows in compact damp soil, usually on north-facing 
slopes, and is the devil to extirpate (literally, to pull up 
by the root) with a claw tool. If you can mulch and not 
compact buttercups’ soil, fewer will grow.

susanamiller@hotmail.com
Master Gardener and  

Master Pruner
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(FCCA Highlights, continued from p. 3)

ROAD FUNDING. Road funding for unincorporated King 
County has been insufficient for several years. At 
current funding levels, by 2025 there will no longer 
be a capital program. The result: no new bridges, no 
new roundabouts, no new construction, and too little 
for maintenance, which likely will result in some 
roads returning to gravel. For example, the storm three 
weeks ago did $10 million in damages, which will be 
repaired out of a $30 million budget; but the financial 
can gets kicked down the road to the next year.

What has contributed to the underfunding of 
unincorporated King County? King County sends 
97% of the county’s sales tax to urban areas and 
only 3% to unincorporated areas. Other counties 
provide unincorporated areas up to 43% of sales tax 
revenue. How did it get this way? King County’s 
commitment to the Urban Management Act. While 
we don’t have enough money for roads, we do have an 
agricultural production district with viable commercial 
farms because of the Growth Management Act and 
restrictions on growth. However, because we have 
no flood control on this river system, which prevents 
large subdivisions on the floor of this Valley, we would 
have been spared that even without the Urban Growth 
Boundary.

Under consideration, to solve the problem for 
the next 10 years: The assessed valuation in the 
unincorporated county is getting so big that it has 
forced the tax rate down to $1.81 per year from the 
2017 level of $ 2.25. One solution: Take the county 
road tax back to the 2017 level, where it had stayed 
for a decade after the housing crisis in 2008, and lock 
in an inflation rate to stay 6 years. It will generate 
$164 million for 8 years, which is how we do capital 
improvement plans. In six years, it will generate $140 
million, enough to maintain a stable system for 10 
years. It will cost the average homeowner with a house 
valued at $479,000 an additional $224/year more than 
their current amount. This should leave us stable until 
2030. The road levy would give 10 years of stability, 

allowing some bridges to be repaired, intersection 
improvements, road maintenance, pavement 
preservation, guard rails, etc. Without it, we will be 
making difficult decisions in 3 years. This proposal 
will go for Council review. It could be on the ballot in 
August, requiring a simple majority to pass.

To solve the problem beyond 10 years: The goal of 
Local Services District Director John Taylor during 
the next 10 years is to request a regional funding 
package that shares road maintenance costs between 
the incorporated and unincorporated areas. Why? 
Our current taxing formula is not fair—1500 miles 
of road with 1 million trips per day used to be paid 
for by many areas that have since been annexed 
by cities, leaving 250,000 people of rural and poor 
unincorporated urban areas—e.g., Skyway and White 
Center (which no city wants to annex)—to foot the 
bill. This is not sustainable.

A question from the floor: Olympia has announced 
excess State revenues. Why don’t we get it? 
Councilmember Lambert’s response: The State 
formula for roads leaves unincorporated areas at a 
disadvantage, and the State has done nothing to help 
us. Talk to your state representatives about it. When 
the budget comes out in December, that is the time to 
head to Olympia. In addition, at budget time contact 
the King County Council.

John Taylor complimented the dedicated road crews 
in the Valley who worked 24/7 shifts during last year’s 
snowstorm and this year’s floods, while operating on 
half the crew they had a few years ago.

IN-PERSON MEETING SUSPENSIONS. Fall City Community 
Association in-person monthly, committee, and 
Fridays at the Library meetings are suspended 
until further notice. The April 7 FCCA meeting 
(7:00–8:30 p.m.) will be live-streamed and posted to 
Facebook.com/FallCityWA.

John Taylor has suspended his Tuesday afternoon, 
3:00–6:00 p.m., availability at the Fall City Library 
during the COVID-19 crisis.
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April/May Sno-Valley Senior Center Events
SPRING INTO GARDENING AT SNO-VALLEY 
SENIOR CENTER
Shade and summer baskets are available 
for sale through April 24! Choose between 
a delightful sun basket loaded with color to 
bring you a summer full of happiness OR 
a lavish shade basket, which will brighten 
any shady spot all summer long. You can 
always order one of each! Pre-order on 
our website before they sell out—just $40 
each. Add $10 if you want them delivered 
(within the Snoqualmie Valley).

GIVEBIG FOR SENIORS! 
Wednesday, May 6. GiveBIG 
Washington—a day where individuals 
and organizations come together and make an 
investment toward improving the quality of life in our 
communities by supporting the missions of nonprofits. 
You can start a fundraising page or, to donate, go to 
www.givebigwa.org/snovalleyseniorcenter.

For more information, or to register for classes and 
events, go to www.snovalleysenior.org or call 425-
333-4152.
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Support for our work from King County Heritage 4Culture is gratefully acknowledged.

P.O. Box 293, Fall City, WA 98024 historylives@fallcityhistorical.org www.fallcityhistorical.org



10

Fall City Neighbors



11

April 2020



12

Fall City Neighbors

At the time of publication, the usual dates, times and 
places of local public and private group meetings has 
been interrupted by the responses to recommended and 
mandated facilities closures and limitations on the number 

of persons allowed to gather in one place at one time. For 
information on meetings in the month of April, go to their 
websites and/or visit www.fallcity.org. 

APRIL 2020 FALL CITY COMMUNITY CALENDAR
(Please send calendar items to Andree Hurley at andree@seattlehometour.com. Deadline is the 10th of each month.)

COVID-19: STAY INFORMED

The impact of the coronavirus goes far beyond 
the number of people who contract the 

illness and the roughly 20% of that number who 
experience serious illness and/or death due to the 
virus. As we have seen, it impacts our lives in 
ways most of us have never experienced: schools 
closed, businesses shut down, sporting events 
canceled, weddings/funerals postponed, family 
incomes devastated, serious declines in the stock 
market, hospital staff and facilities stretched to the 
breaking point, and more.

Whether you find yourself having tested 
positive for COVID-19 or are fortunate enough 
to still be symptom free, we all need to do our 
part to minimize the spread of this virus. Because 
so little is yet known about the virus with no 
known treatments or vaccine—all the ways it is 
transmitted, at what stage(s) it is contagious, or 
how far into our communities it has spread due to 
minimal testing—and because information on the 
disease and its impact on our lives changes daily, if 
not hourly, we need a way to stay up to date.

For up-to-date information about the disease 
itself and the prevention strategies being put into 
place by county and state government, go to www.
kingcounty.gov/covid.

King County has a Novel Coronavirus Call 
Center with two numbers to call depending upon 
your circumstances:

• If you are in King County and believe you were 
exposed to COVID-19, or if you are a healthcare 
provider with COVID-19 questions, contact our 
call center between 8:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. at 
206-477-3977.

• For general questions about COVID-19 in 
Washington State, please call the Washington State 
Novel Coronavirus Call Center at 800-525-0127.

If you have a cough, fever, or other respiratory 
problems, speak with your healthcare provider 
before going to a medical facility. Do not go to the 
emergency room.

If you believe you are experiencing life-
threatening symptoms, call 9-1-1.

Get the latest local information on COVID-19 
by visiting fallcity.org. The home page provides 
links to:

• Coronavirus (COVID-19) King County updates
• COVID-19 local resources
• Local business hours (NextDoor.com)
• Coronavirus: Message from Fall City 

Community Association

ADDITIONAL SOURCES.
• www.facebook.com/lambert.kathy
• www.facebook.com/FallCityWA
• WAStateCommerce@public.govdelivery.com


