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Fall City Neighbors

SUBMISSIONS: We encourage submissions, story 
suggestions and comments from our community. 
We are always looking for writers, reporters, 
artists, photographers and idea people interested in 
volunteering for this publication.
STORY IDEAS, ARTICLES, SUGGESTIONS, COMMENTS, OR TO 
SUBMIT/REQUEST A BUSINESS PROFILE: Nancy Moore, 
Editor, e-mail: editor@fcneighbors.org or mail to 
Fall City Neighbors, P.O. Box 1064, Fall City, WA 
98024.

CALENDAR ITEMS: Andree Hurley at andree@
seattlehometour.com
SEND DONATIONS TO: Fall City Newsletter, P.O. Box 
1064, Fall City, WA 98024
TO SPONSOR: Contact Janet Kautz, kautzjl@ 
gmail.com. Ad sizes: 3.5” x 2”—$75/qtr or 
$300/yr; 3.5” x 4”—$150/qtr or $600/yr; 
7” x 4”—$300/qtr or $1200/yr.
CLASSIFIEDS: Free ads for nonprofits and individuals 
only—no businesses: 25 words or less.

Fall City Neighbors is a publication of the Fall 
City Community Association (www.fallcity.org) 
and is supported by local sponsors and donors. 
It is published monthly and distributed free of 
charge to the community, available at the Fall City 
Library, Fall City Post Office (green box in front), 
Farmhouse Market, The Hauglie Building, and the 
Roadhouse Inn, and online at http://www.fallcity.
org/neighbors.html.

Deadline for submissions is the TENTH of each month.

Fall City Neighbors, since 1998: Helping to build a caring and connected community of neighbors.

Layout: David Gershman, Maria Billorou
Distribution: Kristin Minner and the Minner 

Family
Treasurer: Janet Kautz

Calendar: Andree Hurley
Interviews: Sharon Brown
Historical Society: Kim Weiss and  

Donna Driver-Kummen

Gardening Corner: Susan Miller
Fall City Community Food Pantry: Karen Hatch
Sno-Valley Senior Center: Kira Avery
Printing: RRD Packaging Solutions/Cindy Parks

Newsletter Volunteers

Newsletter Donors (August 2021–July 2022)
Donna Driver-Kumen
Noma and Craig Edwards
Fall City Community Association
Fall City Community Food Pantry
Fall City Historical Society
Fall City Rebekah Lodge #59 
Robert and Gloria Harris

Sue Holbink and Ed Hazen
Teresa Kluver and Glenn Boettcher
Sandra and Bradley Prescott
Sno-Valley Senior Center
Richard and Ellen Taylor
Ralph Westermann
Jeremie Wilkins

*Donations received after July 15, 2022, 
will be acknowledged in the September 
2022 issue.

You are invited to donate to Fall City 
Neighbors to help us cover expenses of 
the coming year. Please make your check 
to “FCCA/Fall City Newsletter,” and mail 
to: Fall City Neighbors Newsletter, P.O. 
Box 1064, Fall City, WA 98024.

EDITOR’S NOTE

Planet Earth is basically a small terrarium circling a minor star on the outskirts of a rather small galaxy. That 
galaxy is part of a universe thought to be 10 billion light-years in diameter and over 13 billion years old. 

However, from what astronomers can tell us, Earth is rather unique in that it can support carbon-based life forms.
Plants account for roughly 80% of carbon life by weight on Earth. Humans account for way less than 1%, 

but human impact is astoundingly high. Cutting forests, over-fishing/hunting, transforming materials, burning 
carbon-based fuels, damming rivers, etc., have resulted in major changes to species survival, water supplies, 
land use, weather patterns, and more.

In the early 1900s, human-created stuff (concrete, steel, plastics, glass, gas-powered vehicles, etc.) weighed 
in at 35 billion tons, or roughly 3% of the weight of Earth’s biomass. It now accumulates at a rate of 3 billion 
tons/year, much of which ends up as waste in landfills, waterways, and oceans.

Failing to recognize the impact of human enterprise helps to explain how we’ve managed to ignore the 
warning signs and put off taking steps to mitigate the negative impacts of human acceleration of climate 
change, the extinction of species, and the pollution of Earth’s air, soil, and water that we carbon-based life 
forms depend upon for survival. Our terrarium is in danger of catastrophic failure unless we face it head on. 
Should all efforts fail, however, I wonder if the universe would even notice.
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Highlights of the July 2022 Meeting

Community News and Notes
FALL CITY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

(LOSS) THE FALL CITY SEPTIC ASSOCIATION AND SEPTIC 
PROJECT. Committee Chair Pete Nelson reports the 
formation documents are finalized. Title reports 
are completed, the contingency agreement and 
CC&R member signing is taking place, the FCMPD 
agreement is in process, and the WA State Department 
of Commerce Funding Packet has been submitted. 
The 47 lot owners downtown are all in agreement. We 
still don’t have our true numbers about per-month cost. 
John Taylor says the LOSS Project PHASE II contract 
is signed with Jacob Consultants. Construction could 
start summer 2023.

TOTEM POLE DECISION. The totem pole will be taken 
down and delivered to the Baxter Barn Historical 
Property, where it will be available for public viewing. 

CLIMATE CHANGE COMMITTEE. Sites with climate 
information: www.fallcity.org/climate-action-
collaborative.html and www.dnr.wa.gov/firewise.

DISTRICT 3 COUNCILMEMBER PERRY. Perry and her staff 
have had a series of meetings covering transportation, 
behavioral health, conservation of open spaces/
farms/forests, shelters and other means for assisting 
people during extreme weather (hot/cold) conditions, 
and more. King County is trying to preserve open 
space, forests, water, and farmlands. 30,000 of the 
65,000 acres KC is trying to preserve are within 
unincorporated District 3. To get the monthly 
newsletter, e-mail sarah.perry@kingcounty.gov.

KING COUNTY DEPT OF LOCAL SERVICES. Meet with Local 
Services. DLS Director John Taylor will be back in 
the library on Tuesdays from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. to 
meet with community members. No appointment 
necessary. Fireworks. 700 actionable complaints were 
filed in 2022. A complaint with a legitimate address 
and the name of a person at that address will trigger 
an informational letter with no penalty this year, but 
if it happens next year a $150 citation will arrive in 
the mail. The citation can be challenged, but it will 
require a dialogue with the County.

FALL CITY FIRE BUSINESS INFORMATION UPDATE PROJECT. 198 
businesses are in the 98024 ZIP code. Each has or will 
receive a letter from the Fall City Fire Department 
requesting that the business update the information 
the fire department has for each business site so that 
firefighters are able to more safely, quickly, and without 
doing damage by forced entry, enter a building—a win-
win situation for department and business owner.

FALL CITY METRO PARK DISTRICT. Fall City Day Run had 
518 runners, many were repeats and coming from way 
outside the area (Bellingham, Auburn, Whidbey, etc.): 
1k: 80 runners; 5k: 293; and 10k: 145. Westside Trail 
Update. In Fall 2020 we submitted 60% design plan 
to WSDOT for review. We continued to work with our 
design consultant, and on May 31, 2022, submitted the 
90% design plan and grant applications to WSDOT for 
securing more construction funds. We won’t know how 
we score until after 2023. We are somewhat optimistic 
because of the endorsement letters from DOT and 
funds already received from King County. FCMPD is 
working on the final 10%, is in talks with PSE about 
lighting along the route, and is pursuing a trail lease 
from DOT because the trail is within the right-of-way.

EMPOWER YOUTH NETWORK. Helene Wentik. A shoutout 
to Councilmember Perry—we are going to pick up a 
van to make our work easier and more accessible in 
the community. 2022 Key Leaders Summit: August 
8, 9:00 a.m.–Noon at SCA on Fish Hatchery Road, 
“Building Better Pathways to Connection.” To sign up, 
go to https://EYNKLS2022.eventbrite.com.

FALL CITY COMMUNITY EVENTS COMMITTEE. A newly formed 
FCCA committee to meet once per quarter to focus 
on creating a community calendar, researching grant 
availability, exploring marketing and research, etc.

NO AUGUST FCCA MEETING.

NEXT FCCA MEETING: Tuesday, Sept. 6, 7:00 to 8:30 
p.m. via Zoom, Facebook Live, and phone.
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GARDEN CORNER
by Susan Miller

TOUGH TO GROW IT ALL THIS SUMMER!

At the July Master Gardener Clinic, a lot of visitors 
ask about what can they reliably grow in their 

veggie gardens, and why are tomatoes “not a go”? Sun 
and soil are the two most important factors in your 
garden’s success. The week of July 16 was our first 
full week without rain and with warm weather. Some 
vegetables that need a long slowly warming start, like 
corn, melons, peppers, and even tomatoes, could not 
thrive in our rainy cooler days of June. Unless you’ve 
creatively started them with protection from rain, 
perhaps in a greenhouse, shift your focus to berries and 
greens. These veggies adapt better to late starts and 
will do well with watering and, hopefully, sunnier days.

Your soil needs nutrients from good mulch 
dumped on top of (rather than tilled into) your soil, 
and watering to ensure that worms and fungi have 
moisture in the root rhizome area. July Master 
Gardener Clinic visitors described pathogens on their 
plants to our two MGs. One described millions of 
aphids dropping off of her 30-ft maple trees, oregano 
drying up with deformed leaves, and black spot that 
we could not ID on other fruit. One clinic visitor, a 
former farmer, stumped the MGs when he asked us 
to ID a native vine that produced small white flowers 
and gourds, grew to 30 inches, and propagated via fat 
underground rhizomes. We were stymied even with 
our electronic and print resources. 

If your garden is struggling this summer, nutritious 
soil and watering from below early in the day are your 
best tools with our unpredictable temperatures and 
rain. Your plants need 1 inch of water per week, and 
more with sandy soil—less than that and your plants 
will start to show signs of stress. Extreme is the one 
apt descriptor of our changing weather. So far the 
PNW is blessed to have reliable access to water and 
our fluctuating temps. Inland and southern states are 
experiencing severe heat and parched dryness. It’s now 
harder to grow almonds in southern California; they 
require one gallon of water per almond. Well diggers 
in the San Joaquin Valley now play leapfrog, digging 
deeper wells with ever-shorter life spans. There are 
limits to these costly, Band-Aid water techniques.

Poor soil can be oh-so-difficult to assess. One 
garden columnist I read who had been veggie growing 
for decades started putting organic fertilizer into the 

soil around his veggies and watched them perk up. So 
always have a bag of generic organic fertilizer handy.

Those of you who read this column regularly 
know my favorite garden-product manufacturer is 
Gardner & Bloome Organics, or “G&B.” G&B touts 
its Paradise Eden Valley blend as “bursting with 
beneficial microbes.” Rarely does the public read 
garden-product labels that are remotely scientific. 
Another bag of fertilizer on my shelf merely refers to 
its contents as “food” for rhododendron, evergreen, 
and azalea. On the back of the bag, we read the 
analysis of its contents as nitrogen (N), phosphate 
(P), and potash (K) in a 10-5-4 ratio. There may be 
more scientific language on the bag about what these 
ingredients do, but I can’t read the print even with new 
bifocals! Manufacturers should be more precise and 
save us the investigative work.

I had a small bag of fertilizer that actually said 
“mycorrhizal fungi” on the front of the package. 
Mycorrhiza is a noun in botany that is “a fungus 
growing in association with the roots of a plant in a 
symbiotic … relationship.” Research in the last 50 
years has shown how mycorrhiza fungi form this 
cooperation with roots. The roots and fungi help each 
other to thrive. The biochemistry is complex when one 
drills down into scientific descriptions, and is beyond 
our scope in this column. Bottom line: add mycorrhiza 
to your soil.

Rant: WSU staff and faculty who provide Master 
Gardeners with handouts and websites to assist the 
public have never addressed climate change.

Rave: A physician and MG who attended my 
workshop 2.5 years ago has authored a paper, entitled 
“Climate Change Plant Information,” as her end-of-
workshop take-away project. It’s been approved by 
WSU.

—Susan Miller
Master Gardener/Master Pruner

susanamiller@hotmail.com
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For more information on any of the above, to order meals, or to register for classes and events,  
go to www.snovalleysenior.org, e-mail kiraa@soundgenerations.org, or call 425-333-4152.

August Sno-Valley Senior Center Events
WALK WITH EASE
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, starting Aug. 9 at 
1:00 p.m. The Arthritis Foundation Walk with Ease 
program is an exercise program that can reduce the 
pain and improve overall health. This free program 
meets 3 times per week for 6 weeks. If you can be on 
your feet for 10 minutes without increased pain, you 
can have success with Walk with Ease. Learn more 
and sign up online at snovalleysenior.org.

NEW EVENING PROGRAMMING!
Thursday, Aug. 11, 5:00 p.m. Potluck Dinner and a 
movie: Crazy Rich Asians.
Tuesdays, 4:30 p.m. Functional Fitness with Laura.
Thursdays, 1:00 p.m. Social Dance Class. Free!

AFFORDABLE SR. HOUSING SPECIAL PROJECT FUND
The SVSC is over 70% funded to build 15 apartments 
for low-income seniors. We need to raise $300,000 
by September 1 in order to unlock more funds from 
our generous granters. This is a special fund to make 

Carnation a better community for low-income older 
adults forever. We are well on our way to our goal and 
you can add your support by going to snovalleysenior.
org/about/affordable-senior-housing.

FANFEST RAINBOW BINGO!
Friday, Sept. 9, 7:00 p.m. (doors, 6:30 p.m.). Reserve 
your spot before we’re sold out! Support your favorite 
team and enjoy a fun night of bingo, hosted by the 
delightful Sylvia O’Stayformore.

SNO-VALLEY IN WONDERLAND GALA & AUCTION
Saturday, Oct. 15 at Gala & Events Venue at Sky 
Valley Gardens, Monroe. Save the date! Early Bird 
ticket price before Friday, Sept. 16: $90, and $700/
table of 8. VIP ticket: $200 (includes pre-func party, 
specialty drinks, and $100 in Mad Hatter money 
(bidding dollars)). VIP table of 8: $1500. Learn more 
and purchase tickets at snovalleysenior.org/events/
annual-auction.
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Fall City Day Festival 2022 Wrap-Up

Thank you to everyone who came out and joined us 
for the 2022 Fall City Day Festival and evening 

Party in Bernard Park! So many people helped put this 
together:

• The Hauglie and Donaldson families—Anji, Laurie, 
Kevin, Jeff, and Jaden—lent their time and amazing 
energy, and sponsor many other community events 
in our town.

• Renee Christensen and Encompass took on the 
Kiddie Parade this year and did a wonderful job!

• The Edwards family and Libby James have pulled 
together the best small-town parade for 15 years 
now. We will miss them but hope to find another 
parade crew for 2023, since they are retiring.

• Jennifer Mitchell and the Girl Scouts put on a great 
watermelon-eating contest, and thank you to Jay 
at the Farmhouse Market for the watermelons and 
support all these years.

• The Run is back, and we had over 500 participants. 
Thank you, Perry and Sharon Wilkins and Kirk 
and Sophie Harris for your hard work and planning 
expertise.

• Cheri, Melody, Mary, Terry, and Megan helped me 
get the road marked and our vendors set up with 
ease!

• Todd did an outstanding job running the road/
detour team.

• Enrique at El Caporal was gracious as always, 
opening early for my food vendors to have access.

• The Tjossem family sold so many shirts with our 
historic Salish salmon design. Thank you, merch 
team!

• Paul and Cait Zavaglia were gracious enough to 
lend me the best ride to cover all my duties for the 
day: priceless!

• Morgan Henley was able to pull together a concert 
lineup in Bernard Park, and a great evening was 
had by all who attended.

• Our beloved Grand Marshall Ruth Pickering was 
honored in style. Thank you, Terri Divers.

• Jane is not only our parade announcer but was also 
tasked with running the wine and beer garden, with 
daughter Kayli and son Joe, at the evening concert.

We love planning and participating in this event 
every year, but we are down to a bare-bones crew, and 
we are not getting any younger. We need help with the 
parade and a social media or promotions person next 
year, so please consider joining our team!

—Your Fall City Day Festival Planning Team
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Support for our work from King County Heritage 4Culture is gratefully acknowledged.

P.O. Box 293, Fall City, WA 98024 historylives@fallcityhistorical.org www.fallcityhistorical.org
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AUGUST

FCCA: No meeting in August. Next meeting: September 6.

TUESDAYS, AUGUST 2, 9, 16, 23, AND 30

2:00–5:00 p.m. Department of Local Services Director John 
Taylor will be available at the Fall City Library to meet with 
community members. No appointment necessary.

WEDNESDAYS, AUGUST 3 AND 17

11:00 a.m.–Noon. Hopelink Mobile Market van at the Fall City 
Library. Everything is free! We have a wide selection of fresh 
produce, dairy, and breads, as well as frozen foods. You can 
also receive a prepackaged box of food with soup, pasta, 
peanut butter, rice, canned fruits and vegetables, beans, 
tuna, and cereal. During each visit, you will be able to pick up 
enough food for at least 21 meals.

FRIDAYS, AUGUST 5, 12, AND 19

9:30 a.m.–Noon. Outdoor Story Time. On the lawn at the Fall 
City Library; Newborn to age 5.

MONDAY, AUGUST 8

9:00 a.m.-Noon. 2022 Key Leaders Summit: Building Better 
Pathways to Connection. This event is open to anyone who 
wishes to address issues influencing the overall health and 
well-being of those living in the Snoqualmie Valley. Register 
at EYNKLS2022.eventbrite.com.

7:00 p.m. Fall City Fire District 27 Board of Commissioners 
meeting. Visit king27fire.com for instructions on how to 
connect with the online video conference and audio-only 
teleconference.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 9

FC Metropolitan Park District meeting. For meeting time and 
location, visit fallcityparks.org or email info@fallcityparks.org.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 26

4:00–7:00 p.m. Friday Market at Aroma Coffee Company. 
Artisan market, food trucks, and wine and beer garden.

AUGUST AT THE FALL CITY LEARNING GARDEN

10:00 a.m.–Noon. Wednesdays in August we will be 
harvesting as well as planting for fall harvests, and watering. 
We have several more garden beds to build, one for herbs 
and perennials, others for future blueberries and apples. We 
can really use more gardeners to share the fun! Come help us 
realize our vision! Bring your garden gloves, and any of your 
favorite hand tools if you like. We do have tools and gloves 
here too.

All produce is grown with organic methods for the benefit 
of the Fall City Community Food Pantry and other area food 
banks.

The Fall City Learning Garden is a great way to learn new 
vegetable-gardening technique, share your experiences 
with fellow vegetable gardeners, and meet new friends and 
neighbors in the greater Sno-Fall area community. Help your 
community, all produce is donated to local food banks, and 
it’s fun! Take a break from your day, enjoy the sunshine and 
conversation. Have fun in the garden.

The Learning Garden is located behind the Masonic Hall in 
the center of Fall City, at 4304 337th Place SE. Garden access is 
from the alley behind the Masonic Hall.

Visit our Instagram @fallcitylearning to see photos, and 
garden tips and ideas shared on our new MeWe page:  
mewe.com/join/fallcitylearninggarden.

Questions? Contact us at info@letusgarden.org.

AUGUST 2022 FALL CITY COMMUNITY CALENDAR
(Please send calendar items to Andree Hurley at andree@seattlehometour.com. Deadline is the 10th of each month.)


