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Along with January’s snow came days of winter fun in Fall City!
(Photo: Marleen Francis)
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Fall City Neighbors

SUBMISSIONS: We encourage submissions, story 
suggestions and comments from our community. 
We are always looking for writers, reporters, 
artists, photographers and idea people interested in 
volunteering for this publication.
STORY IDEAS, ARTICLES, SUGGESTIONS, COMMENTS, OR TO 
SUBMIT/REQUEST A BUSINESS PROFILE: Nancy Moore, 
Editor, e-mail: editor@fcneighbors.org or mail to 
Fall City Neighbors, P.O. Box 1064, Fall City, WA 
98024.

CALENDAR ITEMS: Andree Hurley at andree@
seattlehometour.com
SEND DONATIONS TO: Fall City Newsletter, P.O. Box 
1064, Fall City, WA 98024
TO SPONSOR: Contact Janet Kautz, kautzjl@ 
gmail.com. Ad sizes: 3.5” x 2”—$75/qtr or 
$300/yr; 3.5” x 4”—$150/qtr or $600/yr; 
7” x 4”—$300/qtr or $1200/yr.
CLASSIFIEDS: Free ads for nonprofits and individuals 
only—no businesses: 25 words or less.

Fall City Neighbors is a publication of the Fall 
City Community Association (www.fallcity.org) 
and is supported by local sponsors and donors. 
It is published monthly and distributed free of 
charge to the community, available at the Fall 
City Library, Fall City Post Office (green box in 
front), Farmhouse Market, The Grind Espresso, 
The Hauglie Building, and the Roadhouse Inn, and 
online at http://www.fallcity.org/neighbors.html.

Deadline for submissions is the TENTH of each month.

Fall City Neighbors, since 1998: Helping to build a caring and connected community of neighbors.

Layout: David Gershman
Distribution: Kristin Minner and the Minner 

Family
Treasurer: Janet Kautz
Calendar: Andree Hurley

Interviews: Sharon Brown
Historical Society: Ruth Pickering
Gardening Corner: Susan Miller
Community Garage Sale: Irene Pike
Fall City Community Food Pantry: Karen Hatch

Sno-Valley Senior Center: Kira Avery
Photography: Marleen Francis
Business services: Christine Johnson
Printing: Emerald City Graphics/Cindy Parks

Newsletter Volunteers

Newsletter Donors (February 2019–January 2020)
Bonnie Barker and Pauline Madden 
Patricia Calvin
Nile and Marilee Clarke
Donna Driver-Kummen
Noma and Craig Edwards
Janet Ewing
Fall City Historical Society
Judy Gunderson
Teresa Kluver, Glenn Boettcher

Claire and Edward Loranger
Gerald and Betty Ostrom
Tawny and Rex Paperd 
Sandra and Bradley Prescott
John and Marion Querro/ 

Gloria Morgan
Sno-Valley Senior Center
Jeremie Wilkins

*Donations received after January 9, 
2020, will be acknowledged in the March 
2020 issue.

You are invited to donate to Fall City 
Neighbors to help us cover expenses of 
the coming year. Please make your check 
to “FCCA/Fall City Newsletter,” and mail 
to: Fall City Neighbors Newsletter, P.O. 
Box 1064, Fall City, WA 98024.

EDITOR’S NOTE

“There is no Planet B.” I don’t recall from whom I heard this statement; however, I heartily agree. For the 
foreseeable future, living creatures on Earth have no options to leave it in search of a greater chance 

of survival. Earth has been around for a few billion years in a continual process of change. The introduction of 
humans is but a recent blip on the screen. As newcomers, do we have a meaningful role in influencing the ability 
of the earth to support a reasonable quality of life? My answer: Yes, we do.

Consider the damage that one person can do to the environment—air, soil and water—and multiply that by 
7.8 billion. On the upside, individually and together we can make choices that may mitigate negative impacts, 
whether human-made, human-aggravated, or occurring naturally without or despite human intervention.

Begin with the awareness that your choices matter. Seek new or updated information. What once appeared to 
make us good stewards of the earth may now be found to be outdated or misinformed, causing further damage. 
Develop a plan. Act on it. Review, revise, act. Repeat. (See Garden Corner, “A Workshop for You,” on page 5.)

DO YOU HAVE ADOBE INDESIGN AND PHOTOSHOP EXPERIENCE?
The Fall City Neighbors newsletter is looking for a volunteer layout designer who can take on long-term layout of the 
monthly newsletter. You’ll use editor-supplied Word documents and photos to create the finished layout, utilizing the 
existing newsletter template. Must have access to Adobe InDesign version CS6 or later, as well as experience with (and access 
to) Photoshop. Knowledge of copyediting is a plus. We can ease you in with a few pages to work on for the first couple of 
months, gradually ramping you up to full issues. If interested, please contact Nancy Moore at editor@fcneighbors.org!
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NEXT FCCA MEETING: Tuesday, February 4
7:00 to 8:30 p.m.

Fall City Fire Station
4301 334th Place SE

BERNARD MEMORIAL PARK UPDATE. Perry Wilkins, Fall 
City Metropolitan Park District board member, along 
with other board members and volunteers, have been 
working to prepare Bernard Memorial Park, owned by 
Friends of Fall City Parks, to be open to the public on 
Fall City Day 2020. A grading permit is in process, and 
the fences will be gone in the next few weeks. The first 
phase of the project includes grass, picnic tables, and 
beach volleyball courts; the second and third phases 
will include a playground, gazebo, and restrooms.

UPCOMING EVENTS.
Soil, Food, and Climate Change Workshop, February 
15. (See page 5 and visit fallcity.org/climate for more 
information and registration.)
3rd Community Information Event, March 14. 11:00 
a.m.–1:00 p.m. at the Library. Learn about local 
services/organizations and volunteer opportunities. 
Contact Ashley Glennon if you would like to 
participate: raglennon@gmail.com.

BILL RAMOS, WASHINGTON STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Ramos serves on the Transportation Committee 
working on the Highway 18/I-90 interchange, widening 
of Hwy 18, and a new on-ramp from Snoqualmie 
Ridge to I-90 to help traffic flow. The biggest challenge 
for the committee and the state legislature is figuring 
how to take $5 billion out of the budget due to the 
passage of 976 (which is being legally contested).

LORI WATTS, FCMPD BOARD MEMBER. Watts shared photos 
depicting the damage to the Snoqualmie Valley Trail 
due to rains and slides.

KATHY LAMBERT, KING COUNTY COUNCILMEMBER. Lambert 
expressed thanks for the excellent work John Taylor 
and the Local Services team are doing! Claudia 
Balducci, the new King County Council Chair, will 
focus on restructuring and increasing transparency 
through television and the King County website. 
Kathy will be serving on the Community Health 
Services, Local Government, Budget, and Law and 
Justice Committees.

CHIEF CONNOR, FALL CITY FD 27. The M&O levy will be 
renewed in 2020 and is capped at 1%. Neighboring 
fire district Eastside Fire and Rescue hired four of Fall 
City’s career firefighters. Four volunteer firefighters 
(three from Fall City and one from Duvall) have been 
hired to replace them. The last day of employment 
(January 15) at FD 27 for the four leaving is the 
first day of employment for the incoming career 
firefighters, consequently there will be no gap in 
service. The collective bargaining agreement renewal 
has been finalized, and firefighters will receive a 4% 
raise in the first year along with better benefits.

JOHN TAYLOR, KING COUNTY LOCAL SERVICES AREA DIRECTOR 
FOR UNINCORPORATED KING COUNTY. Taylor noted that 
floods are very hard on roads, and the county’s road 
systems are in a dire situation due to insufficient 
funding. He also reminded residents to never drive 
through water on roadways. Sub-area planning for the 
Snoqualmie Valley Community Service Area, which 
serves Fall City, Preston, and Snoqualmie Pass, will kick 
off later this winter/early spring and the River Floating 
2019 debrief meeting will be scheduled soon with 
WDFW and Fall City Floating owner Simon Briant.

Director Taylor will be available in the library on 
Tuesday afternoons, from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. Bring your 
questions, concerns, ideas, etc., regarding county issues.

FCCA President Angela Donaldson is available in the 
library every Friday from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. to 
hear residents’ concerns, ideas, etc.

The FCCA welcomes new members. You can now join 
or renew your membership online at www.fallcity.org.

Highlights of the January 2020 Meeting

Community News and Notes
FALL CITY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
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NOW HIRING: SI VIEW METRO PARKS
Do you love working with kids? Si View Metro Parks is currently hiring responsible, fun-loving 
individuals for part-time Recreation Lead Supervisor and Recreation Leader I positions, located at Fall City 
Elementary School. The Si View After-School Program offers a safe and enriching setting for K–5 students 
until 6:30 p.m. on all school days. Through activities such as arts and crafts, science projects, sports, 
occasional field trips, and special homework time, participants gain new skills, create lasting friendships, 
and develop healthy habits. For more information, please visit www.siviewpark.org/careers.phtml.
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GARDEN CORNER
by Susan Miller

WORKSHOP FOR . . . YOU!

Where does information come to you about 
climate change? School? Public agency 

notices? Friends and family? Local/national media? 
Conservative/Liberal politicians or think tanks? 
Books? Science? Religion? From some of these, or 
from nowhere?

What about your observation of Nature? Do you 
observe nature through photos, graphs, and words from 
meteorologists or scientists? In our Valley, you may 
observe our Mother River expanding and contracting 
for longer times. “Extremes of weather”—heard that 
term before? Summer forest fires? Rafting season 
shortened by a shallow river? Are you noticing that 
more people from hot, low-lying cities are migrating 
to our region? That year, 2050, touted as the year of 
climate accountability. Who’s acting? Who’s reacting?

Let’s start the conservation NOW. On Saturday, 
February 15, at Chief Kanim Middle School, join 150 
people for the Workshop on Soil, Food, and Climate 
Change. Master Gardeners of King County support 
this workshop, as does our Fall City Community 
Association, local garden groups, Sno-Valley Tilth 
(which has 60 member-farmers), King Conservation 
District, and several King County departments. For 
more information and to register ($25), go to www.
fallcity.org/climate.

Speakers well-known in our region are UW Prof. 
David Montgomery and his biologist wife, Anne 
Bicklé, who both talk to farmers and gardeners about 
our degraded soil (Who, me?) and our enriched 
soil (Yes, you!) and write powerful popular books; 
and Chad Kruger, who directs WSU’s Westside 
agricultural projects and talks to those who are 
concerned about climate-change impacts. He was hard 
to lasso, but we did it!

All speakers will weave climate change through 
their talks. Alert participants note that the book 
Drawdown is the rock-solid anchor of the workshop 
with an enlightening video featuring its editor, Paul 
Hawken. Indeed, two of our guest speakers are among 
the select 70 scientists/researchers who contributed to 
Project Drawdown and its 80 rated prescriptions for 
carbon sequestration—that is, drawing down carbon 
back into the soil. During the breakout sessions, 
trained facilitators will recap and offer guidance 
as you begin developing your “Where can I make 

a difference?” plans. Future planning meetups are 
encouraged and supported by the sponsors and 
organizing team.

My own “make a difference” plan is going to be 
to offer help to receptive area employers to develop 
climate-change statements or policies and encourage 
them to be shared with their employees. I’ve quizzed 
eight or ten local checkout helpers and asked them 
“What do you know about climate change?” Or “Has 
your employer mentioned climate change?” Answers 
have ranged from “Oh, nothing,” “I’m ignorant,” 
or “It’s hopeless,” to “I haven’t heard about climate 
change from anybody.” That’s my path.

As for February in your garden: Go look at what 
percent of your garden soil is bare. If it’s more than 
15%–20% bare, why not use this downtime-for-you-
but-not-for-your-soil to feed it big time so your organic 
mulch* full of worms, minerals, mycorrizha, and 
natural chemicals can be converted by millions of 
microbiota to feed the roots? Then, via photosynthesis, 
the roots trade off sugars to feed the microbiome. 
Anne Bicklé calls the exudates that the microbiota 
exude “Meals-Ready-to-Eat” or “MREs.” So much 
teeny-tiny activity going on: in every teaspoon of soil 
are many millions of microbiota!

Also, by March, prune your roses down hard to 12" 
to 18", knowing they will thrive with reductions like 
this. Remove crossing and dead branches first. Open up 
the centers to air and light. Lay off all Japanese maples 
till late summer as they bleed in the spring. Hit the 
nursery sales now; my favorite is Swanson’s Nursery on 
a Thursday, when seniors (55+) get an additional 10% 
off. Swanson’s has knowledgeable staff, healthy and 
often unusual plants, and easy returns. 

See you Saturday, February 15, at the Soil, Food 
and Climate Change Workshop.

susanamiller@hotmail.com
Master Gardener and  

Master Pruner

*Inexpensive mulch: GroCo, cooked biosolids mixed with 
sawdust, $5.50/100-lb bag, available at www.sawdustsupply.com.
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Luke Schaller
by Sharon Brown

When a young entrepreneur 
comes on the scene, it 

inspires those of us who have gone 
before, as we look to pass the baton 
to the next generation.

It has been said, “Young people 
will have the seeds you bury in 
their minds, and when they grow 
up, they will change the world. 
The way to change the world is 
through individual responsibility 
and taking local action in your 
own community. There is nothing 
quixotic or romantic in wanting to 
change the world. It is possible. It is 
the age-old vocation of all humanity.”

Luke Schaller has set out to be an influencer in 
his world and community. He was born in Seattle, 
but moved to Fall City at the age of five. Raised on 
10 acres with horses, cows, and chickens, he learned 
a good work ethic at a young age. The family raised 
beef, as well as leased out three to four acres of land 
to Hmong farmers. His mother, Trese Rand, has been 
an art teacher at Fall City Elementary for many years.

Luke attended all the local schools in the Valley, 
keeping his photo hobby in the forefront. He ended 
up at Bellevue College, taking extensive photography 
classes, which catapulted him into the next phase of 
his dream.

In 2012, Luke joined a car stereo group that traveled 
all over the state. Luke took photos of the cars and 
installations. As his work was affirmed, he then began 
photographing and doing videos for friends’ weddings. 
In 2014, he got serious and bought himself a legit 
camera. Luke also began filming the Fall City town-
hall meetings, which contributed immensely to the 
legitimacy and informative nature of the meetings.

“To begin with, I gave away a lot of free hours to get 
my business off the ground.  I work at a machine shop 
25% of the time, while I do my photography 75%. It 
is so wonderful to do what I love,” says Luke.  “I have 
finally been able to turn my passion into my livelihood.”

Luke enjoys shooting individual and family 
portraits, infant photos, nature, weddings, and car 

photos. “I like to be flexible and 
open to new ideas. I want to please 
my clients and hope my caring, 
personable spirit is felt. I enjoy 
making each session low stress and 
full of fun, giving the customer 
a short turnaround time so they 
receive their pictures back within a 
few weeks.”

“My father passed away in 2014. 
He was a surgeon at Children’s 
Hospital for 30-plus years, but also 
carried a love for photography on 
the side. It is very special for me to 
carry on his passion and to use his 
old equipment for fun or work.”

Luke believes success will 
come to anyone starting their own 
business if they continue to keep a 

good mindset, work hard, and aren’t afraid of failing.
Schaller Images is a result of a young man casting 

a vision and acting upon it. We commend Luke 
for stepping out and being willing to absorb the 
“messiness” of a new business venture, leading to a 
successful beginning for Schaller Images.

If you’d like more information about Luke’s 
photographic services, you can contact him through 
his website: SchallerImages.com.
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Support for our work from King County Heritage 4Culture is gratefully acknowledged.

P.O. Box 293, Fall City, WA 98024 historylives@fallcityhistorical.org www.fallcityhistorical.org
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February Sno-Valley Senior Center Events
GETTING THE MOST OUT OF YOUR PLAN
Wednesday, February 5, 11:00 a.m. Review your 
Medicare plan with Paul Briet of WeSpeakMedicare 
to learn about resources/providers available and 
additional benefits that are on your plan. If you’ve 
stayed with your same carrier in the new year or 
switched to a new carrier, you can learn about how to 
get the most out of your plan!

HOGWARTS EXPRESS RAINBOW BINGO
Friday, February 7, 6:30–9:30 p.m. We’re back for 
a magical night of Rainbow Bingo with the fabulous 
Sylvia O’Stayformore! You’ll enjoy bingo games, 
prizes, Jell-O shots, and more. Thank you to our 
sponsors Griselda and Benjamin Gay and Carl and 
Jeannette Kiesewetter!

HEART-SHAPED BATH BOMB CLASS
Monday, February 10, 1:00–3:00 p.m. Join natural 
skincare artist Susan Fowler for a lesson on creating 
fun, heart-shaped bath bombs just in time for 
Valentine’s Day! All supplies provided. No experience 
needed. Cost is $12 per person.

ALZHEIMER’S AND DEMENTIA 101
Tuesday, February 25, 10:30 a.m. Come to this 
informational presentation from Senior Helpers, 
focusing on how family members can better 
communicate with those affected by Alzheimer’s and 
dementia.

BECOMING WASHINGTON—WHO CAME TO THE 
NORTHWEST AND WHY?
Wednesday, March 11, 1:00 p.m. What conditions 
existed for your ancestors to leave their home and 
make a journey to the Pacific Northwest? This 
presentation with Janice Lovelace focuses on the 
push-and-pull factors for immigration and settlement 
in the mid-19th and mid-20th centuries. This is a free 
presentation sponsored by the King County Library 
System.

For more information, or to register for classes and 
events, go to www.snovalleysenior.org or call 425-
333-4152.
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4

10:00 a.m. Toddler Story Time. Newborn to age 3 with adult, 
siblings welcome. Stories, books, songs, and surprises! Help 
your child get ready to read. A short playtime follows the 
program. Fall City Library.

11:00 a.m. Preschool Story Time. Ages 3 and older with adult, 
siblings welcome. Share books, sing songs, and have fun with 
other preschool pals! Explore Early Literacy activities to help 
children learn to read. Fall City Library.

7:00–8:30 p.m. Fall City Community Association Meeting at 
the Fall City Fire Station.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5

10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Fall City Learning Garden. Meet at the 
Fall City Library meeting room to sort and package seeds for 
the coming season and to contribute to the Cedarcrest High 
School Seed Exchange on February 8.

2:00–5:00 p.m. Study Zone. Free homework help (grades 
K–12). Need a place to study or get homework help for free? 
Bring study materials, worksheets, notes, practice materials, 
assigned reading, or other instructions needed to complete 
your assignment to the Fall City Library.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6

7:30–9:00 p.m. Adult co-ed volleyball at Fall City Elementary 
School Gym. All skill levels welcome.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8

11:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. 10th Annual Snoqualmie Valley Seed 
Exchange. Cedarcrest High School, Duvall. Volunteers and 
donors of homegrown and saved seed gain access at 10:00 
a.m. For info, Facebook: Snoqualmie Valley Seed Exchange.

5:30 p.m. The Heart of the Valley Gala, Snoqualmie Casino 
Ballroom. Join us for an evening of building better 
futures for our Snoqualmie Valley Youth. For more info: 
snoqualmievalleycommunitynetwork.org

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10

7:00 p.m. Fall City Fire District 27 Board of Commissioners 
meeting at the fire station.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11

10:00 a.m. Toddler Story Time (see Feb. 4) 

10:30 a.m. A Cultural Journey of Rhythm and Sounds presented 
by Budapest West. Join us at the Fall City Library for a concert 
featuring a gifted trio playing instruments from around the 
world. There will be a chance to participate!

11:00 a.m. Preschool Story Time (see Feb. 4) 

7:00 p.m. Fall City Metropolitan Park District Meeting. Fall 
City Library. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12

2:00 p.m. Study Zone (see Feb. 5)

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13

4:30 p.m. Friends of the Fall City Library meeting, at the Fall 
City Library. Strengthen your community and support 
programming for your library.

7:30–9:00 p.m. Adult co-ed volleyball at FCES Gym.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15

8:00 a.m.–1:30 p.m. Soil, Food, and Climate Change Workshop. 
Chief Kanim Middle School. For more information, see page 5 
and www.fallcity.org.

10:00–11:30 a.m. Trellis Gardening Forum. Trellis is a forum 
about growing vegetables in the Fall City/Snoqualmie/North 
Bend micro-climate. Everyone is welcome; whether you’re 
new to the area, new to veggie gardening, or an “old pro” 
with lots of information, join us at the Fall City Library. Feb. 
topic: “What is Your Favorite Early Season Vegetable”/“Let’s 
Talk Companion Plants.”

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18

10:00 a.m. Toddler Story Time (see Feb. 4) 

11:00 a.m. Preschool Story Time (see Feb. 4) 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19

10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Join us at the Fall City Learning 
Garden to learn how easy it is to compost your food and 
garden scraps and to help us build a new compost bin.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20

7:00 p.m. Raging River Riders monthly meeting. Board meeting, 
7:00 p.m.; general meeting, 7:30 p.m. 2020 events discussed. 
Valley Christian Assembly Church, 32725 SE 42nd St., Fall City. 
Front entrance, please.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22

6:30–10:00 p.m. Fall City Community Dance, featuring live 
Zydeco music with BAYOU ENVIE at the Fall City Masonic 
Lodge, sponsored by Fall City Arts and 4Culture. Free dance 
and free lesson with Bob and Karlen, 6:30–7:00 p.m. Donations 
accepted to support the Valley Winter Homeless Shelter.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25 

10:00 a.m. Toddler Story Time (see Feb. 4)

10:30 a.m. Parent Talks: Emotion Coaching. A research-based 
method for guiding children in how to respond to their 
feelings. Join us to talk about how good communication with 
your children about their emotions can affect their behavior 
and help them develop empathy. Fall City Library.

11:00 a.m. Preschool Story Time (see Feb. 4) 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26

3:00–5:00 p.m. Study Zone (see Feb. 5)

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27

7:30–9:00 p.m. Adult co-ed volleyball at FCES Gym.

FEBRUARY 2020 FALL CITY COMMUNITY CALENDAR
(Please send calendar items to Andree Hurley at andree@seattlehometour.com. Deadline is the 10th of each month.)


