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Kevin Kautz and his beagle pal, Bob, look out upon the submerged Dike Road, in the direction of the
Zurflueh boat ramp, during the mid-January Raging River/Snoqualmie River flood. (Photo: Janet Kautz)

February Highlights

IN THIS ISSUE
Sponsors........................... 2, 4, 6, 10, 13, 14
Editor’s Note............................................. 2
Fall City Community Association............ 3
Garden Corner.....................................5, 12
Fall City FD27 News................................ 7
Fall City Historical Society.................. 8–9
Dr. Aydinel, FC Family Dental................11

Winter Environmental Issues.................. 12
Your Community Website....................... 13
Sno-Valley Senior Center.........................14
Fall City Community Food Pantry......... 15
Community Calendar...............................16
New Mural in Town.................................16

FD27’s Captain
Larson retires
—page 7

Dr. Aydinel,
Fall City Family
Dental—page 11

Fall City Neighbors

Newsletter Donors (February 2020–January 2021)
Nile and Marilee Clarke
Arleen Eby
Noma and Craig Edwards
Janet Ewing
Fall City Community Association
Fall City Historical Society
Laura and Nolan Gilliam
Teresa Kluver, Glenn Boettcher
Carrie and Dean Lee

Claire Nold-Glaser and Jeff Glaser
John and Marion Querro/
Gloria Morgan
Carrie and Robert Schroeder
Sno-Valley Senior Center
Ralph Westermann
Jeremie Wilkins
Paula Young

*Donations received after January 11
will be acknowledged in the March
2021 issue.
You are invited to donate to Fall City
Neighbors to help us cover expenses of
the coming year. Please make your check
to “FCCA/Fall City Newsletter,” and mail
to: Fall City Neighbors Newsletter, P.O.
Box 1064, Fall City, WA 98024.

EDITOR’S NOTE

G

reta Thunberg—18-year-old Swedish environmental activist and Time magazine’s 2019 Person of
the Year—is known to millions around the world, from children in school to world leaders, for
challenging those leaders to follow the science and take immediate action against climate change. And
while she is advocating for climate change, she is also cognizant of and an advocate for adhering to the
medical community’s advice for avoiding COVID-19. Greta tweeted on January 22: “School strike week
127. Because of the ongoing pandemic we are doing #climatestrikeonline. If you do physical strikes,
remember to keep social distance and follow COVID-19 restrictions and recommendations.”
First-ever Youth Poet Laureate Amanda Gorman reminds America of the power of truths uttered and
enhanced through the medium of poetry. “The Hill We Climb,” delivered during the inauguration of President
Joe Biden, was completed in the days following the violent January 6 invasion of the U.S. Capitol Building.
Science and the arts are the tools the world’s youth are using to lead us toward a better future for all.

Fall City Neighbors, since 1998: Helping to build a caring and connected community of neighbors.
SUBMISSIONS: We encourage submissions, story
suggestions and comments from our community.
We are always looking for writers, reporters,
artists, photographers and idea people interested in
volunteering for this publication.
STORY IDEAS, ARTICLES, SUGGESTIONS, COMMENTS, OR TO
SUBMIT/REQUEST A BUSINESS PROFILE: Nancy Moore,
Editor, e-mail: editor@fcneighbors.org or mail to
Fall City Neighbors, P.O. Box 1064, Fall City, WA
98024.

CALENDAR ITEMS: Andree Hurley at andree@
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Fall City Neighbors is a publication of the Fall
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org/neighbors.html.
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Community News and Notes
FALL CITY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
Highlights of the December 2020 Meeting
INVITATION TO LOCAL BUSINESSES. If you are a business
in Fall City, you are invited to present at one of our
meetings. For more info: ilovefallcity@gmail.com.
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. The Snoqualmie Valley
has 8 million visitors/year in a non-COVID year.
Two million visit Snoqualmie Falls; another two
million head to the casino. However, visitors usually
go to only one destination. The Chamber wants
to encourage them to visit several of our Valley
businesses. To that end, it has a new “Winter Guide.”
In addition, a portion of the FCCA’s $25,000 COVID
grant from KC Dept. of Local Services is funding
the creation of a database of Fall City businesses and
development of marketing videos to promote and aid
in the recovery of the Fall City economy. If anyone
would like to be in the video, let Angela Donaldson
know and she will pass the information on.
THE FUTURE OF FALL CITY. It’s important for all of us
(6600 people and 756 identified businesses in ZIP
code 98024) to design what the future of Fall City will
look like. Put your wants into the Snoqualmie Valley–
NE King County Community Needs List Survey:
www.publicinput.com/SnoValleyNEKC.
FALL CITY METROPOLITAN PARK DISTRICT. The town trees
will light up our evenings until mid-February. The
WSDOT corridor study group is aware of the walking
trail between Fall City and Chief Kanim, but we are
still in a holding pattern for construction funding.
Commissioners Kirk Harris and Lori Watts, along
with Sue Holbink, have been attending monthly
meetings hosted by Mountains to Sound Greenway
Trust, with individuals interested in trails throughout
the Snoqualmie Valley.
ROAD SAFETY COMMITTEE. There is a WSDOT Active
Transportation Plan with the goal of completing a
connecting network allowing Washingtonians of all
ages and abilities to walk, bike, or roll to get where
they want to go, the same way that people driving
have a complete network. Share your thoughts

until Feb. 15 at http://engage.wsdot.wa.gov/activetransportation-plan.
SNOQUALMIE VALLEY COMMUNITY NETWORK. Mentors
are needed for students in both the Riverview and
Snoqualmie Valley school districts. Information is
available at beamentor@svcn.info.
REPRESENTATIVE BILL RAMOS. The legislative session will
be virtual, making it easier for citizens to participate
if they wish to testify. Highway 18/I-90 project:
All work scheduled last year fell behind because of
COVID issues. Reconstruction of the interchange and
the widening of the roadway down to D-Creek and
Raging River to start in spring of 2022, rather than
2021. Contact info: bill.ramos@leg.wa.gov.
COUNCILMEMBER KATHY LAMBERT. Homeless encampment
on the river: We are working on it. Fish Hatchery
Road bridge: When bridge is down it is down, we
can’t use money for that to make a pedestrian or
bicycle path.
JOHN TAYLOR, DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF LOCAL SERVICES.
Wastewater: Exploring a modest way to recognize the
development potential for Fall City. Type, location,
and cost estimates in 6 months. We have grant money
for permits and design, but not construction. More at
next meeting on timeline. Fish Hatchery Road Bridge:
There will likely be some restoration for salmon
recovery between the bridge and Plum 1. Perhaps
a footpath and footbridge could be included in a
restoration project in the distant future.

NEXT FCCA MEETING: Tuesday, February 2, 7:00 to
8:30 p.m. via Zoom and Facebook Live.
Meeting highlights, minutes, and presentations
can be found at FallCity.org. Videos of the Zoom
general membership meetings can be found at
Facebook.com/FallCityWA.
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CLIMATE CHANGE ON STEROIDS

W

hy should we be concerned about carbon
emissions and climate change? Because once
the Earth’s atmospheric carbon pollution overwhelms
its ability and capacity to draw down (pull it back out
of the atmosphere), our ecosystem enters a feedback
loop that is beyond our control; it starts to heat itself.
Ultimately, conditions deteriorate to the point that
the planet can no longer support life. Unchecked or
increased carbon emissions in the next 10 years can
bring us near this precipice and point of no return.
Project Drawdown is the global leader on climate
change. The Drawdown team shared its vision at
the early-January 5-day virtual National Council
for Science and the Environment Drawdown 2021
Conference, cohosted with Project Drawdown. There
were 2000 worldwide attendees representing 86
countries, including three of us from Fall City: Deb
Arenth, farmer; Andrew Rapin, biology teacher at Mt.
Si High; and me. In some way, we will all share our
lessons learned.
What is drawdown? Drawdown is the moment when
greenhouse gases stop rising into the atmosphere and
start to come back down again. Right now, land sinks
(such as forests) absorb 24% of CO2, and ocean sinks
(such as coastal absorbers like mangrove swamps)
absorb 17% of atmospheric carbon. That leaves 59%
of the atmospheric carbon currently without adequate
absorbing sinks.
The Project Drawdown team is propagating its
guidance for climate action by focusing on six carbon
emitters (food/agriculture/land; electricity production;
industry; transportation; buildings; and other energyrelated emissions) into the atmosphere and the two
main sinks (forest and coastal/ocean) drawing carbon
back out of the atmosphere. These are truly naturebased solutions, right? Yes!
Twenty-four percent of carbon emissions are due to
food, agricultural, and land use. Conference attendees
had seven tracks to choose from over five days. I chose
the agricultural/farming/forest track, which included
scarcity of water and forest fires. It was the track I
best knew and cared about, and had explored in last
February’s Soil, Food, and Climate Change workshop.
Nature provides everything we need; we just need
to make the right action choices now.

GARDEN CORNER

by Susan Miller

Our forests are declining. The Amazon basin
alone has 17% of the world’s absorbing forest sink.
Worldwide, both planned and unplanned forest fires
release carbon stored (sunk) in the soil and trees. The
Drawdown conference session on California wildfires
emphasized that neither the scale nor the cost to health
and other ecosystems has been accounted for but
needs to be. A much broader accounting of impacts
has to be done to formulate comprehensive solutions.
The world is losing 10 billion trees every year. An
effort underway now is the Trillion Trees initiative.
It aims to replant 3 billion trees annually where
they do the most good, in former forestland already
primed with biodiversity. The PNW can be part of this
significant action to increase carbon sink. Imagine
Weyerhaeuser deforested lands replanted with monocultural forests. Are there folks in our community that
can spur this effort? Can you help there? Yes! Luckily,
we live here.
We can all address food waste. Only 47% of grown
food reaches our stomachs. Food is lost through waste
more than through transportation, packaging, and
refrigeration.
We need to focus on plant-rich diets. It clearly
requires less land to grow tomatoes than to feed beef
cattle. Because of our excessive demand for beef,
95% of our cattle are feedlot-fed with U.S.-grown
soybeans and corn, which creates tons of methane,
a gas far more harmful to warming than CO2. Our
cattle growers and researchers are learning migratory
grazing concepts, like “SNAPGRAZE,” where
animals are herded together for intense grazing,
allowing their organic material to enrich the soil,
which holds water for vegetation, and then the herds
do not re-graze the same spot for a year.
Agricultural chemical fertilizing and resulting soil
destruction are spiking in the United States and in
South America, but falling in Africa, the University
of Pretoria proudly reported. The global distribution
of cattle is heavy in the central and northern U.S.,
Canada, Indonesia, Argentina, Brazil, northern and
eastern Europe, and southern Africa, below the
(Continued on p. 12)

5

Fall City Neighbors

6

February 2021

7

Fall City Neighbors

P.O. Box 293, Fall City, WA 98024
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historylives@fallcityhistorical.org
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P.O. Box 293, Fall City, WA 98024

historylives@fallcityhistorical.org

www.fallcityhistorical.org

Support for our work from King County Heritage 4Culture is gratefully acknowledged.
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Dr. Deniz Aydinel, Fall City Family Dental
by Sharon Brown

T

his might be one of the best-kept secrets in our
little town: Fall City Family Dental is now under a
new ownership! Dr. Deniz Aydinel went from working
at Floss General and Cosmetic Dentistry in Seattle
as an associate, to buying the practice from Dr. Greg
Fawcett at the beginning of September. “The Fawcetts
have been so helpful in making this a smooth transition.
The office has had a slow opening due to COVID, but
we are seriously up and running,” says Deniz.
Upon meeting Dr. Aydinel, I was pleasantly
surprised at her warm spirit and beautiful sense of
hospitality. She was born and raised in Turkey, came
to the University of Washington for her undergrad
degree and received her DMD degree from Western
University of Health Sciences in Pomona, California.
Dr. Aydinel’s grandfather was a dentist in Turkey.
She grew up listening to his many stories about his
patients. He always had a desire that one of his family
members would pick up the trade. Ever since the age
of six, she spent her weekends and after-school days at
her grandfather’s dental practice playing with wax and
patient models. Her creations were never perfect, but
as she got older she always enjoyed working with her
hands, and she never forgot those memories.
“When I moved to the United States, my electives
allowed me to explore my interests,” says Dr. Aydinel.
“I began talking to different professionals. Ultimately,
I wanted a career that was creative, social, involved
problem-solving, artistic, detail-oriented, hands-on,
and ultimately served a greater purpose. So, after
shadowing and working at a dental practice for a few
months, I changed my major to pre-dental and made a
firm commitment to the field of dentistry.”
“I believe that everything that goes around comes
around. While I moved to Washington to seek a
new beginning, in the end the one person who was
most influential in my life was my grandfather. It
is ironic that without knowing it I traveled halfway
across the world to forge the path of following in my
grandfather’s footsteps,” says Dr. Aydinel. “Dentistry
allows me to positively impact lives on a daily and
direct basis. I love people of all ages and truly find
great joy in being able to serve them.”

When she is not with patients, Dr. Aydinel loves
to be outdoors as much as possible, where she enjoys
swimming, paddleboarding, and tennis. She also
takes great pleasure in playing the piano, reading, and
listening to audio books as well as spending time with
friends and family.
Dr. Aydinel has been so impressed by the Fall City
community. “People are very warm and welcoming
here. When I drive in from Seattle to work, I feel
a sense of calm and truly believe that I am in the
right place. I desire to provide excellent service
to those who come through our doors. We have a
wonderful team that serves alongside of me: one
hygienist and two assistants. I have been very lucky
and fortunate to have a team who are all dedicated to
putting patients’ needs first, no matter what. We are
all looking forward to welcoming back our existing
patients, meeting new patients, and building lifelong
relations,” says Dr. Aydinel.
Fall City Family Dental Clinic is located at 33609
Redmond-Fall City Road SE in Fall City. You can
contact them at 425-222-7011. If there is an after-hours
emergency, one can call the office and the need will
be forwarded directly to Dr. Aydinel.
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Sahara. The impact of heavy cattle production on
global rangeland has caused 90% of land degradation
and has reduced animal diversity by 80%. Sedentary
grazing that allows livestock to re-graze over and over
promotes weeds, excludes good plants, and shrinks
water tables, forcing humans to travel further for their
water. Of course, even African lands not used for
livestock are being degraded by other means.
Electricity production currently causes 25% of
global carbon emissions, due to burning coal and oil.
Hydropower as a source of electricity is so relatively
rare that it was not even mentioned. I understood
this when 70% of the world suffers from insufficient
access to water.
Industry emits 21% of greenhouse gases in the
making of steel, metals, plastics, cement, chemicals,
and dealing with waste. Some of the worst emissions
come from the making of cement and from the
release of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) from broken
or discarded refrigerants like air conditioners and
refrigerators or building insulation, aerosols, and
fire extinguishers. Such emissions will worsen as
industrializing countries can afford these modern
conveniences.
Transportation contributes 14% of emissions, 10%
from roads with their vehicular carbon emissions.
Cars have longer lifespans these days, including many
older vehicles built prior to current emission standards
that average 17 years in age. As a result, the transition
to electric or other power sources will be slow. Flying
contributes only 1.8%. Trains are worse polluters than
planes due to their use of dirty diesel.
Buildings emit 6%, with their heaters and air
conditioners and tearing down, and other energyrelated emissions account for 10%.
Dr. Jonathan Foley, Drawdown executive director,
and Dr. Chad Frischmann, Drawdown’s senior

director of research and technology, have phenomenal
talents to re-envision how to make climate change
accessible to nonscientists, inspire scientists to think
collaboratively about solutions, and focus on solutions
when working out how to draw down the emissions.
My hat is off to their superb clarity on causes and
reductions of emissions and the strategies to draw
down carbon from the atmosphere. I get it!
Initially, the costs for climate solutions will grow
to $30 trillion over thirty years (2020–2050). But the
world can make back $90–140 trillion with new jobs,
higher agricultural yields, and new technology that
powers everything free or cheaply, while we save the
planet. “Negative costs” are savings, and we’ll have
more savings with carbon drawn down rather than up.
We need “accelerators” in better rule-making, capital,
business practices, technology, and behavior to shift
our views to “doing it now is better than developing
something new.” With the new political leadership,
stark realities are about to be addressed. I noted that
Senator Cory Booker took part in this conference.
My bonus was a plenary session on communications
from media experts. We agreed that the public
dismisses climate change as “not my thing” because
we don’t see a lot of coverage weekly on how climate
change affects us. Be confident that as our new
president talks about climate change, newsrooms will
be more drawn to talk about it as well.
As our local Fall City Climate-Change Committee
(if interested in joining, e-mail me) takes shape,
we’ll use some smaller-scale tools and stories to
educate our local groups (churches, social clubs,
schools, gardeners’ groups, farmer groups, and public
meetings). Go to www.drawdown.org to download the
new 100 pages of solutions and data and ideas.
susanamiller@hotmail.com
Master Gardener/Master Pruner

WINTER ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
A series of storms have saturated the soil, and we have had two recent earthquakes. Be mindful of
landslides, make sure you have your emergency supplies ready, and make sure you and everyone in your
family know where your gas shut-offs are. For more emergency preparation information, go to https://mil.
wa.gov/map-your-neighborhood.
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Your Community Website: FallCity.org
by Sue Holbink

L

et’s explore the wealth of information available on
the Fall City website (www.fallcity.org).
Our home page highlights upcoming events and
timely important info. Stick around for a few minutes
and watch the slide show at the top of the page.
Clickable banner images tell of upcoming meetings or
events. Scroll down to our “Fall City Spotlight” for the
most pertinent information, with ongoing meeting info
and other news farther down the home page.
Explore the top bar of navigation buttons: dropdown menus reveal a number of links to information
on everything from annual events (Fall City Day,
holiday festivities) to the latest on our roads (surveys
to take, studies to read).
Looking for something to do on the weekend? Try
our “Recreation” page. What to do about climate
change? Yup, there’s a page for that. Missed the last few
issues of the Neighbors paper? See “Newsletters.” Want
to see that slideshow from the July FCCA meeting?
Click “FCCA Info” and then “Minutes and Agendas.”
Okay, your family from out of town is visiting
and you are looking for ideas or how to get around
the Valley by public transportation? Look under the

“Visit Fall City” menu button for the drop-down links.
Heavy rains predicted? Go to “About Fall City” then
click “Flood Info.” And don’t forget about the King
County subarea planning process or the latest info
on our fire district: look under the “About Fall City”
drop-down menu.
If you’re looking to join in on the fun in Fall City
(once COVID is finally over), check under the “Local
Groups” drop-down menu for a list of local nonprofit
groups in town.
And lastly, most of our activities, local groups,
meetings, and even the website do not happen without
your help. Please visit our “Volunteer Opportunities”
page under the main “About Fall City” navigation
button if you’d like to find ways to help.
Many thanks to the people who provide photos,
edits, and ideas for the website. If you have something
you’d like to see on there that is related to Fall City,
drop me an e-mail at holbink@edsbits.com.
Sue Holbink is the FallCity.org webmaster.
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February Sno-Valley Senior Center Events
LIVING LONGER, LIVING SMARTER

MADE-FROM-SCRATCH MEALS

Thursday, February 4 and 11, 1:00 p.m. These
workshops help you actively prepare for your future
and the need for long-term care. This program is
presented as a series of four 30-minute workshops.

Monday–Friday, Noon–12:30 p.m. During
COVID-19, we are still providing meals. You can
order a meal to pick up (or delivery if needed). Call
425-333-4152 the day before to order your meal(s).
$5 suggested donation for seniors 60+; $10 for guests
under 60. See our menu on our website!

4-WEEK MEMOIR WRITING CLASS

Starting Thursday, February 4, 9:30 a.m. In this
4-week course, Kim shows you methods to explore
and write about how you made a difference, what you
contributed, what you witnessed, what you learned,
and how you can share your stories with others,
including your descendants, when they read your
stories in the future.
OUT OF THIS WORLD VIRTUAL TRIVIA

Friday, February 19, 7:00 p.m. Join us from the
comfort of your living room for a rousing live-streamed
game of space-themed trivia with Sylvia O’Stayformore!

RE-IN-CARNATION THRIFT STORE

Our thrift store is a community effort with all of
the profits supporting local seniors! Donations
are accepted from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., Tuesdays and
Wednesdays. Please ring the bright green doorbell
at the front of the center and someone will be out to
help you. Re-in-Carnation is open on Saturdays from
Noon to 4:00 p.m. Shopping available by appointment
during the week—please call 425-333-0023.

For more information, to order meals, or to register for classes and events, go to
www.snovalleysenior.org, e-mail kiraa@soundgenerations.org, or call 425-333-4152.
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FEBRUARY 2021 FALL CITY COMMUNITY CALENDAR

(Please send calendar items to Andree Hurley at andree@seattlehometour.com. Deadline is the 10th of each month.)

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2
7:00 p.m. Fall City Community Association meeting. Virtual
meeting on Zoom and Facebook Live.
WEDNESDAYS, FEBRUARY 3 AND 17
10:30 a.m.–Noon Hopelink Mobile Market van at Fall City
Library. This service is currently available to all without
registration or ID. See www.hopelink.org/mobile-market.
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9
Fall City Metropolitan Park District meeting. For meeting
time and location, visit fallcityparks.org or e-mail info@
fallcityparks.org.
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8
7:00 p.m. Fall City Fire District 27 Board of Commissioners
meeting. Visit king27fire.com for instructions on how to
connect with the online video conference and audio-only
teleconference. Agenda items include succession planning
and the 2020 ballot measure.
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20
10 :00–11:30 a. m. Trellis meeting. Topic: Weather wise—La
Niña: What effects will it have on your garden? Trellis is a
monthly forum about produce gardening in the Fall City/
Snoqualmie/North Bend micro-climate. Each month, the
group discusses timely and seasonal gardening topics. Learn
and share information about growing all kinds of edibles,
including vegetables, herbs, root crops, berries and fruits.

Everyone is always welcome. In accordance with COVID-19
group meeting guidelines, Trellis meetings will be virtual.
Please check the Trellis website, trellis.ning.com, for meeting
information.
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27
6:00 p.m. Heart of the Valley Gala 2021: The Wanderlust
Edition! Virtual, but together. Join us for an evening of virtual
fun with friends while raising money to support youth
and families in the Snoqualmie Valley. To register, go to
snoqualmievalleycommunitynetwork.org/event/heart-of-thevalley-virtual-gala. SVCN is looking for sponsors—information
is available by e-mailing carol@svcn.info.
FEBRUARY AT THE FALL CITY LEARNING GARDEN
February garden activities include building compost,
building more garden beds, expanding our growing area,
and building a season-extending low tunnel. Lots to do!
Weather permitting, we gather at the garden on Wednesday,
February 3 and Wednesday, February 17, from 10:00 a.m.
to 12:00 p.m.
Please come for as long or as short a time as you have
available. We practice social distancing, and ask that you
wear a mask and, if possible, clean garden gloves. We do
have gloves for volunteers to use if needed, and we provide
all garden tools. The Learning Garden is located behind the
Masonic Hall in the center of Fall City at 4304 337th Place SE.
Visit our website at letusgarden.org or our Facebook page at
facebook.com/FallCityLearningGardenandPPatch.

NEW MURAL IN TOWN

A

mural commissioned
by Pete and Judy
Nelson now graces the west
wall of the small building
next to the PrescottHarshman House. Created
by local artists Rolf Hefti
and Lorraine Lichon-Hefti,
it was inspired by the work
of Alfons Maria Mucha,
a Czech artist in Paris
credited with beginning
the Art Nouveau period
in the 1890s. The mural
was originally planned
for display at a summer
music event in Redmond prior to the move to its current location. This whimsical lady is seated near the steps
leading up to her treehouse home. (Staff photo.)
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