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Jim Keefe and the Preston Flag Wall. For more information, see the article on page 7.
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Nile and Marilee Clarke
Noma and Craig Edwards
Janet Ewing
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Laura and Nolan Gilliam
Judy Gunderson
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Carrie and Dean Lee
Claire Nold-Glaser and Jeff Glaser
Gerald and Betty Ostrom
Sandra and Bradley Prescott
John and Marion Querro/
Gloria Morgan
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*Donations received after June 16 will be
acknowledged in the August 2020 issue.
You are invited to donate to Fall City
Neighbors to help us cover expenses of
the coming year. Please make your check
to “FCCA/Fall City Newsletter,” and mail
to: Fall City Neighbors Newsletter, P.O.
Box 1064, Fall City, WA 98024.

EDITOR’S NOTE

B

illions of people around the world are dealing with the disruption that COVID-19 has had on our daily
lives. In addition, the video of the life of George Floyd being taken in a such a brutal way for no reason by
members of the law-enforcement community resonated around the world. It resonated so strongly that people
chose to ignore the recommendations to maintain social distance so that they could participate in marches—
sometimes facing tear gas, pepper bullets, and arrest—to protest his death and demand change. Every racial,
ethnic, and identified group is impacted by COVID-19, and many have experienced acts of prejudicial law
enforcement, but clearly in the United States, black lives are disproportionately impacted by both.
Proclamations, constitutional amendments, and laws abolishing slavery, granting the right to vote, desegregating
schools, and claiming “all men are created equal” have been circumvented and ignored to the point that it is time
to acknowledge that we are dealing with systemic racism. We have at this moment an opportunity to help craft
positive change toward real equality. It takes individuals looking deep into their souls at their own prejudices and
biases, determining the root causes of disproportionate impact, and coming up with workable solutions to even out
the playing field. No one said it would be easy, but it is a goal worthy of our best effort.
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Community News and Notes
FALL CITY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
Highlights of the June 2020 Meeting
JOHN TAYLOR. King County has launched a smallbusiness grant program for businesses hurt by
COVID-19. If you have 15 or fewer FT employees,
less than $1.5 million in gross revenue, been in
business 3 years or more, and have not yet received
any federal assistance, you may be eligible for $5000
in grant funding. For more information, go to https://
kingcounty.gov/sites/depts/local-services/programs/
economic-development.aspx.
LOVE SNOQUALMIE VALLEY. The website has become a
community-wide resource, keeping up to date with
information on community resources and instructions
on how to get and give help. LVS is currently helping
CarePoint Clinic in Fall City, making sure they are
financially stable and have the supplies they need
to be able to open and offer medical help. Go to
lovesnoqualmievalley.com for more info.
FALL CITY LIBRARY. While the library buildings have
been closed, librarians have been busy undergoing
training, purchasing books, increasing digital
resources, working toward offering “curbside” service
and more. When the book drop reopens, the books
will be quarantined for 72 hours.
COMMISSIONER VACANCY. Fall City Metropolitan Park
District Commissioner Lee Moderow is moving out of
the district, leaving a board vacancy that can be filled
by appointment. If interested, contact the FCMPD via
their website, fallcityparks.org.
SUMMER FLOAT SEASON. Fall City Float, working with
King County Fish and Wildlife and other stakeholders,
has revamped its operating procedures for this season,
including accommodations for COVID-19. Changes
include advance registration and reservation required;
specific departure times; social distancing in staging
areas, shuttle rides, and trash dropoff; sanitizer and
sanitized equipment available; COVID-19 information
incorporated into the safety videos; and more.

SAFETY STEWARD GROUP. Road-safety survey. Michael
Chiu and Carrie Lee, co-chairs of the road-safety
committee, are developing a survey to identify
community concerns over pedestrian and motorist
safety and parking issues in our community. Reporting
road issues. Unless there is an immediate crisis, all
road issues should be reported to the King County
Roads Hotline: 206-477-8100. Safety stewards. The
pilot program is under way, with the selection of a
few volunteer neighborhood steward captains willing
to help develop the program. Economic forecast. The
preliminary economic forecast is bleak for King County
for the next several years. Councilmember Lambert
says some budgets will be cut by as much as a third.
The outlook for road and bridge projects is not good.
LISA CALLON. 5th District Rep. Lisa Callon is working
with the state superintendents to look at ways schools
might open in the fall, holding meetings with all
groups impacted by school opening: child care,
instruction, social/emotional issues, transportation,
facilities, food service, etc.
QUESTION FROM THE FLOOR. Sparked by the death of
George Floyd, the Seattle area and the world have
seen various mixtures of marches, protests, and
looting. What is King County doing, and what can it
do to make things better? Councilmember Lambert
noted that King County has an active Equity and
Social Justice Committee. LSA Director John Taylor
said his group is guided by an equity and social-justice
strategic plan adopted by the King County Council.
FCCA 2020 SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS. Congratulations to the
Mount Si senior class and the Fall City graduating
seniors who received FCCA and Neighbors Newsletter
scholarships: Kaley Hedrick, Isabel Smith, and Jonah
Bacon-Gershman.
NEXT FCCA MEETING: Tuesday, July 7
7:00 to 8:30 p.m. via Zoom and Facebook Live
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A GETAWAY TO OREGON
GARDEN’S CONIFERS

I

n early May, “non-essential” people like me
roamed the limits of our property and a few food
markets with our masks on. Granted, my elder friends
acknowledged that locational restrictions left us more
serene rather than restless.
In May, an invitation to enjoy a getaway on the
ample premises of the minimally reopened Oregon
Garden Resort (ORG) in Silverton sounded enticing.
The Oregon Garden is an 80-acre botanical garden
built over four years that includes a huge assortment
of smaller gardens: Fuchsia, Conifer, Trial, Children’s,
Lewis and Clark, Native, Iris Walk, Northwest, Best
of the West, Drought Tolerant, Pet Friendly, Rose,
Sensory, and Medicinal, as well as the historic City
of Silverton’s wetland system that recycles the city’s
treated wastewater through 16 waterways.
Twenty-five years ago, the Oregon Association of
Nurseries collectively had the idea of acquiring the
larger property and donating starter plants for what
have become popular and varied gardens. In 2008, the
OGR opened with 102 arts and crafts–styled cottages.
Truly a lot to enjoy at a leisurely pace! For plant
shopping, we visited two private nurseries, having first
assured our welcome by phone.
In the last three years, the American Conifer
Society has held two conferences at the OGR because
of its fine June weather, its well-maintained conifer
garden, and close-by wholesale conifer nurseries.
Early this June, I returned for this getaway just with
my hubby, and we walked and re-walked through
the gardens together (without crowds) and slowly
noticed many more plants and their contexts. Having
seen a heavy pruning demo of Pinus thunbergii
‘Thunderhead’ down to its striking branch structure,
removing 80% of its needles, I noticed the results a
year later: a heavy growth of long, curvaceous pine
“candles” softening the still-elegant trunk and branch
structure. The same rebound happened for a Pinus
strobus ‘Pendula’ haircut that had seemed a scalping
a year ago, now nicely softened with dozens of large
fluffy candles. The expert aesthetic pruners kept
saying, “Trust us; it’ll regrow.”
As for colors, can you imagine this leaf color
combo: a powder-blue Colorado spruce, Picea pungens
‘Glauca’, next to a dense, long-needled yellow pine,

GARDEN CORNER

by Susan Miller

Pinus strobus ‘Louie’, with the shiny, maroon,
heart-shaped leaves from a weeping redbud, Cercis
canadensis ‘Ruby Falls’, in between?
We marveled in the garden from underneath two
weeping blue atlas cedars, Cedrus atlantica ‘Pendula’,
planted 15 feet apart, trained to grow horizontally over
our heads with dense limbs thickly covered with 12inch drooping branchlets of short steel-blue needles. A
true living sculpture in this landscape! Interestingly,
there are also 20 major sculptures in the garden.
The Oregon Garden is full of gorgeous walkways,
open vistas, delightful seating areas, and private,
artistic vignettes. My hubby wants to go back, as does
my golden doodle, Lulu. She even tried to chase a deer
across a field!
On the way toward the OGR, we stopped at a
private nursery in Canby and talked at length with
Nathan Miller, part-owner. Nathan, an excellent
grafter of rare conifers, is slowly selling off his
ginkgos and conifers. Fortunately, his more-common
conifers sold first, so we shopped among his last and
rarest holdings. His knowledge and skill at grafting,
pruning, planting medium, and plant ID is legendary.
I brought home some of his favorite rarities: Pinus
sylvestris ‘Blue Cheese’, Picea abies ‘Red Devil’,
Picea pungens ‘Scottie’, Cedrus atlanticus ‘Sapphire
Nymph’, Gingko ‘Sunshine’, and Gingko ‘Mr. Maple’.
Nathan Miller hopes to speak at my Up and Up Farm
in Fall City in mid-July about his grafting, pruning,
and planting medium, and to ID any conifer of which
you may have a good photo. Contact me for details.
We made a second conifer stop at Don Boyko’s 35acre nursery in Boring. While Don’s trees are bigger,
they’re also less expensive, as none has a plant ID
tag and he often shrugs his shoulders when asked its
name. Can we absolve him for being 79 years old with
a heart condition and not caring about names, only
quality of plant stock? In sum, Oregon Garden was a
great getaway for us and maybe for you as well.
susanamiller@hotmail.com
Master Gardener and
Master Pruner
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SUPPORTING OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES THROUGH THE PHASES OF REOPENING
Our local businesses are focused on adapting their spaces and methods of operation to conform to the statemandated requirements of each new phase. As their customers, we can focus on adapting our expectations
and behaviors through each phase as well. It is a steep learning curve for all of us!
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PRESTON FLAG WALL
by Lorie O’Daniel

T

hose of you who have traveled through Preston to
Fall City from I-90 have seen it. It was originally
just a rock retaining wall. But shortly after the attack
on 9/11, a couple of American flags were attached
to the wire mesh, along with a banner proclaiming,
“Peace * Justice * Liberty.”
Due to a controversy a few years ago, all the flags
were removed by King County. This did not go
unnoticed, and immediately a great clamor arose from
local citizens. Over the next couple of weeks, locals
filled the rock wall with new flags. Appeals to King
County Councilmember Kathy Lambert met with
great success: Kathy wrote and sponsored a resolution
for the County to erect a metalframed structure for the purpose
of displaying only the U.S. flag
and the banner that was on the
rock wall. This is important to
note, because occasionally a flag
or banner of some other cause
is posted, only to be removed to
keep the patriotic purpose intact.
As a U.S. Air Force reservist
who lived in Fall City, I have
passed the wall many times in
my travels to and from home.
My best memories were after
each deployment over the years.
No matter where I entered the
United States coming home,
driving around the corner through
Preston always meant I was back
home. That wonderful, unique
wall meant something special to me, and I always
wondered if I would ever know who was maintaining
it. I knew I would thank them when I found out.
So, while passing by the other day, I saw a man
changing out some ragged weathered flags for new
ones. This was it! I had to drive a bit down the road to
turn around safely. It was worth it to meet Jim Keeffe,
a fellow Fall City resident whom I had met some time
ago. He was removing and replacing the flags with
new ones he got through donations and discounts

online. Jim is an author who wrote a book about his
father, a WWII veteran, titled, Two Gold Coins and a
Prayer: The Epic Journey of a World War II Bomber
Pilot, Evader, and POW. Others seemed to approve
of the new flags, as many honked and gave a thumbsup as they drove by. Jim, himself a veteran of the air
force, is an avid patriot and truly knowledgeable on
traditions and customs pertaining to our American
flag. We chatted about rules and regulations. Keeffe
is also a member of the Patriot Guard Riders, a group
of volunteers who “Stand for those who stood for
us.” They stand flag lines and do rolling honor guard
services for deceased veterans.

Jim has maintained the flags on the wall ever since
the County blunder. I told him I always called it the
Patriot Wall, whereas he said he calls it the Preston
Flag Wall. So, what do you think about: the Preston
Patriot Wall?
Meanwhile, I smile with pride as I see this wall in
my comings and goings. It has been a bit of a buzz
that some of flags have been refreshed. I finally got
to thank Jim for this unique part of our Snoqualmie
Valley and share with him what it has meant to me.
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P.O. Box 293, Fall City, WA 98024
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historylives@fallcityhistorical.org

www.fallcityhistorical.org

Support for our work from King County Heritage 4Culture is gratefully acknowledged.
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DÉJÀ VU

by Nancy Moore

T

he advice coming from medical experts on
COVID-19 is for each of us to stay and/or work at
home when possible, practice social distancing (6 feet or
more space between individuals), avoid large gatherings,
and wear a mask whenever social distancing is not
possible. Most of us feel we are in uncharted territory,
but we along with most countries in the world have been
there before and were given this same advice in the
1918–20 influenza pandemic. People then had many of
the same objections to that advice that we hear today.
October 5, 1918: The Seattle Daily Times frontpage headline, “Churches, Schools, Shows Closed,
Epidemic Puts Ban On All Public Assemblies,” was
in larger type
than the war
headlines. The
City of Pullman
posted an official
notice announcing
the closure
of “schools,
all places of
amusement, dance
halls, pool rooms,
churches, . . .
[until] all danger
of epidemic has
passed.” The
San Francisco
Board of Health
banned gatherings, closed schools and theaters, and
warned citizens to avoid crowds. Professions that
served customers along with everyone else were
required to wear masks in public or when in a group
of two or more people, except at mealtime. While
initial compliance was high, not everyone was on
board with mask wearing. In 1919, the Anti-Mask
League was formed, challenging scientific data and/or
claiming infringement of civil liberties. Then, as now,
questionable cures were hawked: “Eat more onions,
one of the best preventatives for influenza.”
The 1918–20 pandemic came through in four
separate waves: The first one mild, with mortality
rates not much above normal, with the highest risk to

the sick and the elderly. The second was more deadly,
with the highest risk to the young and healthy. The
third hit large cities, and American mortality rates
were in the thousands, followed by a mild fourth wave.
The moral of the story: We are in the early stages
of the first wave of an influenza pandemic that history
and current scientific evidence tells us can mutate along
the way, with some strains more deadly than others
and likely making different subsets of our population
vulnerable. Take COVID-19 seriously. Take advantage
of what tools we do have to minimize the spread of the
virus. Recognize that we are in this for the long haul,
not just a few months. More likely, a few years.

REFLECTION ON CORONAVIRUS

L

aurie Needham shared her reflection on
COVID-19 and wondered if others would
like to do the same. Laurie says, “My most vivid
recollection will be that of everyone wearing
masks. Cultures the world over demonstrate
their kinship to others by facial expressions
and gestures. A smile is a smile anywhere, and
it expresses our openness and approachability.
During the coronavirus pandemic, spontaneous
conversations in most cases are not welcomed as
we hurry through our daily errands to return home
as quickly as possible. Our encounters can also
include shunning, turning our backs on others if
they pass too closely or linger too long. This will
be an image I shall always remember.” If you
would like to share your reflection on COVID-19,
send it on to HistoryLives@fallcityhistorical.org.
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Snoqualmie Valley Transportation relaunches Summer Freedom program

S

ummer weather may not have arrived yet, but
Summer Freedom, the free-rides-for-youth
program from Snoqualmie Valley Transportation, is
back, in operation since June 1. The program, which
provided more than 1200 rides to Valley students last
year, allows anyone 18 or younger to take any of the
buses in the system at no cost.
“They can use the entire system, the Valley Shuttle,
door-to-door service, or the circulator (Loop) routes to
downtown, Cedar Falls, and Rattlesnake Lake,” said
SVT Executive Director Amy Biggs. “The goal of this is
just to help Valley youth get to where they need to go.”
Right now, all SVT bus services are fare-free, in
response to the area’s shutdown for public health

concerns. Following King County Metro’s example,
SVT stopped collecting fares on March 30 and won’t
reinstate the fare collections until Metro does so.
Donations are still accepted, however.
All riders will be asked to wear a face mask while on
the bus, Biggs said, also for public health reasons. “We
are strongly advising folks to wear a mask,” she said.
SVT drivers will provide masks to riders who don’t
have them. SVT has received 500 disposable surgical
masks from Metro and 250 cloth masks from Seattle
Mask Brigade to distribute to riders who will use them.
For more information on SVT, route maps, and
schedules, visit www.svtbus.org. For help scheduling a
trip, call 425-888-7001.

Fire District 27 Excess Levy Ballot Measure
Pro/Con Statement Writers Needed

T

he Board of Commissioners will be submitting
a ballot measure requesting voter approval of
an excess levy at the November 3rd general election.
The purpose of the levy is to maintain the current
level of fire protection and emergency medical
services. As part of the election process, the District
is looking for individuals who would be interested in
participating on committees to write the statements
for and against the ballot measure. These statements

will appear in the voters’ pamphlet along with
the description of the ballot measure. Individuals
wanting to participate need to be a registered voter
and live in Fire District 27. Submit your letter of
interest to the district office by 5:00 p.m. on July
10, addressed to: Board of Commissioners, King
County Fire District 27, PO Box 609, Fall City, WA
98024, or e-mail to king27@king27fire.com. For
more information, call (425) 222-5841.

Additional FCCA Highlights: June 2, 2020, meeting
FALL CITY FIRE DISTRICT/ CHIEF CONNOR. Expiring M&O
levy. The Board at their next meeting will likely adopt
a resolution for replacing the expiring M&O levy on
the ballot for Nov 3. The levy will collect $650k in
the first year (the previous levy was $475k) with a
4% inflator added for the three following years. The
cost increase over the previous levy the first year for
a home valued at $500,000 would be $5.29/month
($63.50/year). The assessor’s office will provide a
tool for you to determine your actual cost. Pro/con
committees. Community members have until July
10 to submit letters of interest to serve on either of

the pro/con committees. Training. The department
started a new platform, Target Solutions, earlier this
year, which not only does a better job of tracking
our training for us, but additionally provides lots of
content in modules that can be assigned. This was
done as a temporary measure, but long term we may
join a consortium. Fire chief replacement. Chief
Connor and Board Chair Dan Meredith will contact
the hiring firm, The Prothman Company, about
getting a contract. Station lockdown. The fire station’s
COVID-19 lockdown will continue even beyond the
Phase 2 reopening schedule.
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July Sno-Valley Senior Center Events
4TH OF JULY CELEBRATION (A LITTLE DIFFERENT)

Friday July 3, 5:30–6:30 p.m.: Spaghetti dinner.
Saturday, July 4, 10:30 a.m.–noon: Strawberry
shortcake. Due to the uncertainty surrounding
COVID-19 and the inability to gather in large groups,
the Sno-Valley Senior Center is changing our Fourth
of July event. You can preorder your delicious food
to be picked up, and we’ll have raffle basket tickets
available for purchase when you get here! To preorder
and for more info, go to www.snovalleysenior.org.
MADE-FROM-SCRATCH MEALS

Available Monday–Friday, Noon–12:30 p.m. During
this COVID-19 time, we are still providing meals.
You can order a meal to pick up or for delivery (if
needed). Call 425-333-4152 the day before to order
your meal(s). $5 suggested donation, seniors 60+; $10
for guests under 60. See our menu on our website!
SENIORS AND CANNABIS: LET’S TALK ON ZOOM

Tuesday, July 14, 10:00 a.m. Cannabis use is not for
everyone. Nevertheless, if you’re going to use it, it
makes sense to do so mindfully and with knowledge.

Join Nancy Southern MSW for an informative
presentation on the mindful use of cannabis for
seniors. Nancy will share her personal story with
cannabis and address Facts and Fiction about it. Sign
up on our website and you’ll be sent the Zoom link.
COMIC BOOK REALITY: SUPERHEROES AND THE POWER
OF REPRESENTATION

Wednesday, July 22, 1:00 p.m. (On Zoom.) Since
their debut in the 1930s, comic books have been a
regular part of our pop-culture landscape. While
often dismissed as escapist entertainment, these pulp
treasures also provide a fascinating lens through which
to view our nation’s past, present, and potential future.
BOOK CLUB MEETING

Monday, July 27, 1:00 p.m. (On Zoom.) The book
will be A Woman of No Importance by Sofia Purnell.
The never-before-told story of Virginia Hall, the
American spy who changed the course of World War
II. E-mail kiraa@soundgenerations.org to be added to
the Zoom invitation!

For more info, and to register for classes and events, go to www.snovalleysenior.org or call 425-333-4152.
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JULY 2020 FALL CITY COMMUNITY CALENDAR

(Please send calendar items to Andree Hurley at andree@seattlehometour.com. Deadline is the 10th of each month.)

TUESDAY, JULY 7
7:00–8:30 p.m. Fall City Community Association meeting.
Virtual meeting on Zoom and Facebook live.

JULY AT THE FALL CITY LEARNING GARDEN

Hopelink Van at Fall City Library. Free fresh and canned food.
This service is currently available to all without registration or
ID. www.hopelink.org/mobile-market.

July 1 and 15. Regular July Wednesday morning workdays
are scheduled. If outdoor group gatherings are allowed then,
we will welcome your help! If you come, please wear a mask
and clean garden gloves. July activities will continue with bed
building, garlic harvest, and more summer plantings. Visit
our website at www.letusgarden.org or at www.facebook.com/
FallCityLearningGardenandPPatch.

MONDAY, JULY 13

KCLS, FALL CITY

WEDNESDAYS, JULY 1 AND 15

7:00 p.m. Fall City Fire District 27 Board of Commissioners
meeting. Visit king27fire.com for instructions on how to
connect with the online video conference and audio-only
teleconference. Agenda items include succession planning
and the 2020 ballot measure.
SATURDAY, JULY 18
10:00–11:30 a.m. Trellis Gardening Forum, at Fall City Library (if
open). Topic: Cover Crops: It’s time to plan your winter garden.
Trellis is a great monthly forum about growing vegetables in
the Fall City/Snoqualmie/North Bend micro-climate. Everyone
is welcome. Given COVID-19 group meeting restrictions, for
the most up-to-date meeting location information, please
check the Trellis website www.trellis.ning.com.

July 1–July 15. Your Dream Castle Contest, at Fall City, North
Bend, and Snoqualmie libraries. Create your dream castle! Does
it have a swimming pool? 380 rooms? An aardvark park? Build it,
draw a picture, or write your description—or do a combination.
MAKE your dream castle from materials in your house
(cardboard? LEGOs? Toilet paper tubes?) or DRAW your dream
castle or WRITE a description of your dream castle in words!
How to Enter: Submit your entries between 9:00 a.m., July 1,
and 10:00 p.m., July 15. Take a photograph of your submission
and send it in, along with your first name and age, through
one of the following means: Fall City Library: Facebook.com/
FallCityLibrary, or Instagram: @kclsfallcitylibrary, or kcls-fallcity@
kcls.org. Winners will be contacted after July 20. If you do NOT
want your entry shared online or posted in the library, please
tell us. Sponsored by the Friends of the Fall City, North Bend,
and Snoqualmie Libraries

Congratulations Class of 2020! Friends and family decorated storefronts and organized a graduation parade to show their
love and support of Fall City’s 2020 graduating class.
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