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Third-generation Fall City resident Janet Ewing is truly “Fall City” through and through. Janet in her 97 years has not only 
watched the development of Fall City’s character but has been a key figure in much of that development. (See pages 11–13.)



2

Fall City Neighbors

SUBMISSIONS: We encourage submissions, story 
suggestions and comments from our community. 
We are always looking for writers, reporters, 
artists, photographers and idea people interested in 
volunteering for this publication.
STORY IDEAS, ARTICLES, SUGGESTIONS, COMMENTS, OR TO 
SUBMIT/REQUEST A BUSINESS PROFILE: Nancy Moore, 
Editor, e-mail: editor@fcneighbors.org or mail to 
Fall City Neighbors, P.O. Box 1064, Fall City, WA 
98024.

CALENDAR ITEMS: Andree Hurley at andree@
seattlehometour.com
SEND DONATIONS TO: Fall City Newsletter, P.O. Box 
1064, Fall City, WA 98024
TO SPONSOR: Contact Janet Kautz, kautzjl@ 
gmail.com. Ad sizes: 3.5” x 2”—$75/qtr or 
$300/yr; 3.5” x 4”—$150/qtr or $600/yr; 
7” x 4”—$300/qtr or $1200/yr.
CLASSIFIEDS: Free ads for nonprofits and individuals 
only—no businesses: 25 words or less.

Fall City Neighbors is a publication of the Fall 
City Community Association (www.fallcity.org) 
and is supported by local sponsors and donors. 
It is published monthly and distributed free of 
charge to the community, available at the Fall City 
Library, Fall City Post Office (green box in front), 
Farmhouse Market, The Hauglie Building, and the 
Roadhouse Inn, and online at http://www.fallcity.
org/neighbors.html.

Deadline for submissions is the TENTH of each month.

Fall City Neighbors, since 1998: Helping to build a caring and connected community of neighbors.

Layout: David Gershman, Maria Billorou
Distribution: Kristin Minner and the Minner 

Family
Treasurer: Janet Kautz
Calendar: Andree Hurley

Interviews: Sharon Brown
Historical Society: Ruth Pickering
Gardening Corner: Susan Miller
Fall City Community Food Pantry: Karen Hatch
Sno-Valley Senior Center: Kira Avery

Photography: Marleen Francis
Business services: Christine Johnson
Printing: RRD Packaging Solutions/Cindy Parks

Newsletter Volunteers

Newsletter Donors (July 2020–August 2021)
Donna Driver-Kummen
Arleen Eby
Noma and Craig Edwards
Janet Ewing
Fall City Community Association
Fall City Historical Society
Sarah Curtis Greer

Judy Gunderson
Dwight and Rebecca Miller
Sandra and Bradley Prescott
Carrie and Robert Schroeder
Sno-Valley Senior Center
Ralph Westermann
Jeremie Wilkins

*Donations received after June 10 will be 
acknowledged in the August 2021 issue.

You are invited to donate to Fall City 
Neighbors to help us cover expenses of 
the coming year. Please make your check 
to “FCCA/Fall City Newsletter,” and mail 
to: Fall City Neighbors Newsletter, P.O. 
Box 1064, Fall City, WA 98024.

EDITOR’S NOTE

Why do we celebrate July 4, 1776, as our nation’s birthdate, rather than July 2 or August 2, 1776, or another 
related date in 1781 or 1783? American colonists expressed their frustration in 1773 with the British Empire 

by way of the Boston Tea Party, claiming “taxation without representation.” Two years later, New Englanders 
began fighting the British for their independence. On July 2, 1776, the Continental Congress secretly voted for 
independence. John Adams thought July 2 should be celebrated. Two days later, on July 4, the final wording of the 
declaration was approved, but it was not until August when delegates began to sign it. It took another five years of 
waging war to get to Cornwallis’ surrender at Yorktown (1781), effectively ending the Revolutionary War, plus an 
additional two years—September 1783—for the signing of the Treaty of Paris, which officially brought the war to 
an end, recognized American independence, and established the borders for the new nation.

While the selection of the beginning date may have been somewhat arbitrary, we can celebrate our beginning 
while recognizing that we continue to be a nation in the process of becoming. Each of us has an ongoing 
responsibility to our country and its people to stay focused on achieving “life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness” for all.
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Highlights of the June 2021 Meeting

Community News and Notes
FALL CITY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

FCCA 2021 SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS. Congratulations to 
Sarah Perry and Keith Heston. Each received a $500 
FCCA Scholarship for academic performance and 
service to their community.

SUMMER FLOATING SEASON PLAN—SIMON BRIANT. We 
will open mid-June, following the governor’s Phase 3 
rules and requiring masks until further notice except 
on the river, where they are required to be OFF. We 
will go back to a full store (with separation panels). 
Last season there were up to 3000 people on the river 
on a single day. Our cap was 600. When our shuttles 
are full, those turned away park on 202, creating 
a dangerous situation. Two solutions: Increase the 
capacity of our shuttles for this season (we don’t have 
our caps for this year yet) and increase the number 
of enforcement officers we hire from two to six, to 
enforce parking, alcohol rules, etc., in the area of 
Highway 202 and the Fish Hatchery Road. Each day, 
Fall City Floating provides 15–20 man-hours picking 
up garbage. On the river, two river patrol officers 
(our 4th season) using jet-powered kayaks cruise 
up and down the river all day, focused on safety, 
keeping people moving. We have an on-the-river tube 
patch service for all river users. This year, we have 
30 employees, ages 16 to 24, and 90% of them have 
already been vaccinated.

FALL CITY SUBAREA PLANNING COMMITTEE. The committee 
has done a visioning exercise for Fall City, which was 
then organized by priority. We have looked through 
the County codes considering such things as health/
wellness, climate change, etc. Stay tuned on the Fall 
City website for short videos with guest speakers on 
various topics.

BUSINESS DISTRICT ON-SITE SEPTIC PROJECT—PETE NELSON. 
We have an agreement in principle with Jacobs 
Engineering firm. Hugo Garcia will be supporting the 
public outreach. We are on a tight time-frame to get 
things in place to begin construction next summer. 
There is broad support for the project. The efforts of 
Councilmember Kathy Lambert and Senator Mark 

Mullet to pursue and secure the $6.5 million will 
make this easier, more affordable, and a reality sooner. 

REP BILL RAMOS. Bills important to our forest and 
residential area are the Forest Health Bill (getting 
updated equipment and helping forests be healthier) 
and the Community and Urban Forest Bill (enable 
DNR forestry experts to work with cities and counties 
on forest management to keep them healthy).

COUNCILMEMBER LAMBERT. Facial-recognition bill 
passed: A great deal of testimony, re: how different 
ethnicities are interpreted. We made sure that the 
Sheriff Department can continue to work with child 
find/child abduction. Fireworks: The bill to ban 
fireworks in 2022 did pass. Property assessment: Show 
increases in the property value in the Valley, but the 
increase in assessed value doesn’t necessarily mean 
your property taxes will go up. 17% of what comes in 
on property tax stays with the County; the rest goes to 
various municipalities. LocalScape tells where your 
own taxes go, and which taxes are voter approved 
(https://localscape.property). Preston Mill Park: The 
zoning has been changed and the design should be done 
in a couple of months. The kiln building was for trees 
over 24 feet. I would like to try to get it historically 
marked! If that building is important to you, let me 
know: kathy.lambert@kingcounty.gov.

LOCAL SERVICES AREA. Road levy information is being 
prepared in support of placing on the November ballot 
a 6-year road levy lid lift to get us through the next 
10 years. This would generate about $335 million 
increase over the next six years.

NEXT FCCA MEETING: Tuesday, July 6, 7:00 to 8:30 
p.m. via Zoom and Facebook Live.

Meeting highlights, minutes, and presentations 
can be found at FallCity.org. Videos of the Zoom 

general membership meetings can be found at 
Facebook.com/FallCityWA.
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JANE GOODALL, IN MAY’S (PBS) CROSSCUT FESTIVAL:

“We can stop [climate change] if we wake 
up. We are complacent! Take action; clean 
up a river. It will give you hope! To think 
globally nowadays is to be depressed; so 
think and act locally first. Then you can 
think globally.”
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GARDEN CORNER
by Susan Miller

JULY IN YOUR GARDEN

Promise me this: Don’t call the rains of June or 
the Western drought a “one-off”; rather, they 

are simply examples of the extreme weather patterns 
brought on by climate change. Planning weddings 
or outdoor events dependent on sun are less and less 
reliable activities. It is a week into June as I write 
this, and the calendar shows some rain in 7 of the 
next 10 days.

Let’s talk about “right plant, right place.” A 
gardener’s advice book by this title was updated/
reissued in 2005 and refers to climate change making 
winters milder. How prescient to mention climate 
change 18 years ago! Did I/we notice? Hmm . . . 
doubtful. Milder winters mean plants may be less 
dormant and growth may continue, albeit slowly. My 
wet low spot did not freeze up this winter and kill my 
big-leafed plants, including gunnera, as has happened 
in past winters. Did you experience any similar results 
from a wetter, warmer season?

I noticed my plants have grown faster with milder 
winters. True of both my domestic and native trees: 
shaded areas seem to be increasing faster. Rodgersia 
has overgrown my scarlet primula. Darmera peltata, a 
shade-loving wet native from California and Oregon, 
has taken over my “tropical” garden, so I’ll rethink 
and observe . . . while the sprinkler runs more.

A 5-acre county property with big native conifers 
and deciduous alders and big-leaf maples is not the 
norm today. More often we now see big homes on 
small lots. Such homes—old or new—will need 
sun-loving plants like tough barberry, bee balm/
monarda, grasses, lavender, liatris, salvia, sedum, 
stonecrop, yarrow, sage, and Jerusalem sage. BUT 
consider using water from rain: the best is barreled 
rainwater dripping into an irrigation line. Then, as 
ornamental trees grow and slowly shade your sun 
lovers, you’ll need to shift to tall plants or small trees 
like elaeagnus/silverberry, cornus/dogwood, cotinus/
smokebush, Hinkley’s purple hydrangea, or aralia 
japonica ‘Spider Web,’ and other fatsia.

I recently visited city friends who live on an old 
small lot with a 1920s home. Its tiny backyard was 
neatly backed with too many small, narrow trees 
with branchless trunks and high-up (10–12 feet) 
small, crowded foliage. Behind the back fence and 
garage was the backyard neighbor’s way—too-high 

laurel shrub shading my friend’s yard. My gardener’s 
eye saw that the cycles of green growth were going 
unnoticed by the owners because they were unaware 
that some renewal was called for. As gardens change, 
we have to analyze the growth and health of our plants 
and be willing to adopt replantings, removals, and 
relocations to promote health and beauty.

Vigorous gardening adds to a healthier ecology, 
and we increase the effectiveness of our carbon 
sinks. We increase oxygen to breathe, help purify 
our water, make our planet more fertile for food 
production, and—to the extent that we tend our 
gardens worldwide—we become a part of the 
climate-change solution.

Sir David Attenborough, famed naturalist, age 95, 
said in a 60 Minutes interview (aired June 6) that in 
the last 50 years, two-thirds of the world’s wildlife has 
disappeared. Let’s work harder to save the remaining 
one-third and create a future environment that enables 
proliferation.

Did you know that one-third of global warming is 
caused by methane gas? Methane is 80 times more 
harmful to the atmosphere than CO

2
. Methane emits 

from gas and oil extraction (especially from smaller 
gas and oil production), as well as from bovine 
belching and stagnant ponds. Burning it off at its 
source, or capturing it and using it for fuel, would 
actually reduce global warming. I noticed on a trip to 
rural Tuscany in 2014 that farmers fueled their tractors 
and other farming equipment at methane stations.

We will see more climate solutions embraced 
by congressional climate-change legislation. On 
June 2, the Senate passed the Congressional Review 
Act, confirming that the United States will cut its 
greenhouse-gas emissions by 50% from 2005 levels 
by the year 2030, consistent with the Paris Climate 
Accord. Senator Schumer said that this Senate vote 
was the most important of the last decade in our fight 
against global warming.

susanamiller@hotmail.com
Master Gardener/Master Pruner
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Snoqualmie Falls Forest Theater

Snoqualmie Falls Forest Theater (SFFT) is an all-
volunteer, nonprofit 501(c)3 organization formed 

in 1965, originally as “The Christian Players.” SFFT 
property includes approximately 95 acres of forest, 
meadows, ponds, streams, hiking trails, an open-air 
amphitheater, picnic area, playground area, restrooms, 
covered BBQ pavilion, and limited-capacity, 
members-only camp sites. With vistas of Snoqualmie 
Falls, approximately 1/3-mile of Snoqualmie River 
front, and many native species of trees and plants, our 
park is a haven for those wishing to enjoy the outdoors 
close to home.

Membership: SFFT is open to members year-round and 
to the public only for hosted events. Memberships are 
available at our website: www.forestheater.org.

DINNER/SHOW. In 2021, SFFT is taking steps into full 
post-pandemic recovery after having to cancel all 
of our events in 2020. We are bringing back theater, 
although this year instead of a larger production in the 
amphitheater, we are incorporating a smaller, more-
intimate production into a dinner show in coordination 

with Black Dog Arts Council’s production of “The 
Leisure Time Radio Show” (August 7, 8, 14, 15, 21, 
and 22). Tickets will be available starting June 21 at 
our website.

Dinner will feature salmon, steak, or veggie kabobs 
grilled over an alder wood fire, salad, fruit, baked 
potato, roll, frozen dessert, and ice tea, lemonade, or 
coffee (sodas, wine, and beer available for purchase). 
Dinner service is at 5:00 p.m.; the show begins about 
6:00 p.m. Dessert will be served during intermission.

Volunteers: Donations of money, supplies, or time 
make it all possible. SFFT needs volunteers to help 
with dinner prep and serving for each performance 
listed above. Volunteers are also needed to help with 
trail maintenance and property improvements under 
the direction of the SFFT property manager. Please 
see our website for more volunteer opportunities, or 
e-mail volunteer@foresttheater.org.

There is a work party on the second Saturday of each 
month (March–Oct), meeting at the BBQ pavilion at 
10:00 a.m. Come meet members and volunteers. 

SUMMER FREEDOM RIDES AGAIN!

Valley students take free rides with 
Snoqualmie Valley Transportation’s 

Summer Freedom program. The program has 
completed thousands of free trips for local 
youth to trails, the lake, skate parks, and other 
neighborhoods. Freeing up parents’ time and 
increasing bus ridership, as well as exposing 
more young people to public transportation, 
were the goals successfully accomplished in 
SVT’s first Summer Freedom campaign.

While the “free ride” ends August 31, youth 
can continue to ride the bus, like any other 
passenger, for $1. And just a reminder: until the 
FTA tells us otherwise, everyone still needs to 
mask-up on buses. If you need one, the driver 
can supply you with a mask.

Learn more about SVT at 425-888-7001 or 
www.svtbus.org.
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Support for our work from King County Heritage 4Culture is gratefully acknowledged.

P.O. Box 293, Fall City, WA 98024 historylives@fallcityhistorical.org www.fallcityhistorical.org
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Janet Ewing
by Sharon Brown

Eighteen years ago, I walked into Janet Ewing’s 
home and had the privilege of getting to know 

this woman, who is truly “Fall City” through and 
through. Now at 97 years, Janet will be leaving our 
town after a lifetime of memories to head off to 
Cheney, Washington, with her daughter’s family. 
Randy and Jan Ellison just sold their Fall City home 
and bought a wonderful place in Cheney to house the 
whole family. “I will have a big bedroom of my own 
with a TV,” says Janet. “But my family has made it 
clear to me that I am to come out to the living room 
and be a part of the whole, so I think it is all going to 
work out fine.” 

Janet Ewing and Les Morton are the last living 
persons from the Fall City Class of 1942. Even though 
Les is in Olympia, he and Janet keep in contact now 
and then. They both have so many fond memories to 
share and enjoy their connection.

“Everything has been here for me,” says Janet. “The 
dairy farm where I grew up, good friends, family, 
the Methodist Church, bell choir, schools, softball 
league, and so much more. I have 8 grandchildren and 
9 great-grandchildren that keep me remarkably busy 
these days. I just drove with my daughter Jan to my 
great-grandson’s baseball game in Spokane! I am still 
attending the Methodist Church and have had season 
tickets to the Village Theatre until the pandemic. 
Cheryl Duncan was our designated driver for the 
evening, since I can no longer drive. Nowadays I hang 
out with the ‘younger’ women! My original Village 
Theatre cronies–Pat Lansford, Esther Smith and 
Bernice Phellps–have all passed.”

The Fall City Fire Department has a special place 
in Janet’s heart. “I am very grateful for them,” Janet 
shares. “They have given me such good care over the 
years. I just called them recently and they put in towel 
bars for me and gave me a walker. They are so nice 
and caring.”

She continues, “I dearly love Fall City. I have felt 
so at home here. I had to talk to myself a lot about 
being willing to move. I knew I could not stay here by 
myself, and I wanted to be with my family. But it was 
not an easy decision to make.”

“Fall City has meant home . . . MY LITTLE 
TOWN!” Janet exclaims.

As I left Janet and entered my car, I did so with 
a few tears and a long sigh. I remember when I 
first started writing for the Neighbors . . . the many 
interviews with all the old-timers who have now 
passed. They were the ones who built Fall City, who 
gave it its character. For it was created with so much 
heart and soul. Log their memories in our minds. 
Remember the hard work and joys that came from 
laboring with their hands, depending on neighbors 
to help, conversations in the streets, sharing kids and 
pies, walking safely and openly, and loving freely. Let 
us not crawl behind our electronics and forget what 
true community looks like. May we continue to look 
and learn from the past to help guide our future.

Thank you to all the “Janets” who have paved the 
way for what is to come next in Fall City. Thank you 
to all who are now carrying the torch of those that 
have gone before. We have many good years ahead!

Editor’s NotE: It seemed fitting to include in this issue 
the article (on pages 12 and 13) that Sharon Brown 
prepared 18 years ago for the Neighbors newsletter 
on life-long (and third-generation) Fall City resident 
Janet Ewing to share more of Janet’s history in Fall 
City. In addition, Janet’s late husband Lonnie Ewing 
was one of a large number of Fall City residents 
who have invested 25 years or more of their lives as 
volunteers in the Fall City Fire Department, which is 
celebrating its 75th anniversary this year. (See page 7 
for more information on the schedule of events for the 
July 31 FD27 celebration.)
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For more information on any of the above, to order meals, or to register for classes and events,  
go to www.snovalleysenior.org, e-mail kiraa@soundgenerations.org, or call 425-333-4152.

July Sno-Valley Senior Center Events
4TH OF JULY CELEBRATION
Sun., July 4, 10:30 a.m.–noon. Pre-order delicious 
strawberry shortcake on our website for just $6 each 
and pick up at the Sno-Valley Senior Center. We’ll 
have indoor seating available if allowed.

10 TIPS TO BOOST YOUR ENERGY
Tues., July 13, 10:00 a.m. Just because energy 
declines a bit with age doesn’t mean that you can’t be 
active. There are things you can do, regardless of your 
age, to increase your energy level. Zoom available.

SENIORS, CANNABIS, AND COVID
Wed., July 14, 10:00 a.m. (on Zoom). Marijuana use 
is not for everyone, yet during the pandemic it was 
considered an essential service. Here’s a chance to 
update yourself with knowledge and common sense. 

ARMCHAIR TRAVEL TO GREECE
Wed., July 21, 10:00 a.m. (on Zoom). Greece! The 
birthplace of democracy, a country rich in history, 

culture, and stunning natural beauty. We’ll have 
videos and share experiences and trivia!

LAVENDER SOAP-MAKING 
Wed., July 21, 1:00 p.m. (in person). Join natural 
skincare artist, Susan Fowler, for this wonderful class 
about the basics of soap-making and benefits of lavender. 
Everyone then gets to make and leave with a bar of soap. 
Just $10 per class, and all materials are provided!

WE’VE STARTED IN-PERSON PROGRAMMING! 
Look for information on our website or newsletter 
about in-person yoga classes, support groups, table 
tennis, artist open studio, Brain Fitness, and more!

MADE-FROM-SCRATCH MEALS
Mon.–Fri., Noon–12:30 p.m. During COVID-19, we 
are still providing meals. You can order to pick up or for 
delivery. Call 425-333-4152 at least day before to order 
your meal(s). $5 suggested donation for seniors 60+; 
$10 for guests under 60. See the menu on our website!
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FRIDAYS, JULY 2, 16, AND 30

3:00–6:00 p.m. Fall City Farmers Market, hosted by Aroma 
Coffee.

TUESDAYS, JULY 6, 13, 20, AND 27

3:00–7:00 p.m. Carnation Farmers Market in downtown 
Carnation. Farm-fresh and local veggies, raw honey, berries, 
live music, children’s programming and playground, and 
more.

TUESDAY, JULY 6

7:00 p.m. Fall City Community Association meeting. Virtual 
meeting on Zoom and Facebook Live.

WEDNESDAYS, JULY 7 AND 14

11:00 a.m.–Noon. Hopelink Mobile Market Van at Fall City 
Library. Free fresh and canned foods available. Hopelink 
Mobile Market operates outside. All staff and volunteers wear 
masks. See hopelink.org/mobile-market or FB at “Hopelink 
Mobile Market.”

MONDAY, JULY 12

7:00 p.m. Fall City Fire District 27 Board of Commissioners 
meeting. Visit king27fire.com for instructions on how to 
connect with the online video conference and audio-only 
teleconference. 

TUESDAY, JULY 13

FC Metropolitan Park District meeting. For meeting time and 
location, visit fallcityparks.org or e-mail info@fallcityparks.org.

SATURDAY, JULY 17

10:00–11:00 a.m. Trellis meeting. Special event: Garden tour 
at the Fall City Learning Garden. Come see this wonderful and 
productive community garden. Learning Garden: 4304 337th 
Place SE, behind the Masonic Hall. COVID-19 protocols will 
be observed. Trellis is a monthly forum about produce and 
gardening in the Fall City/Snoqualmie/North Bend micro-
climate. Each month the group discusses timely and seasonal 
gardening topics. Learn and share information about growing 
all kinds of edibles.

SATURDAY, JULY 31

Begins at 11:00 a.m. FD 27 75th Anniversary Celebration. 
(See schedule of events on page 7.)

JULY AT THE FALL CITY LEARNING GARDEN

Wednesday, July 7 and 21, 10:00 a.m.–Noon. July is prime 
season at the Learning Garden! Garlic harvest, continual 
harvest of spring-planted crops, and still more planting to do 
for later summer and fall harvest. With our expanded garden 
this year, we can really use more gardeners to share the fun! 
All produce is grown with organic methods for the benefit 
of the Fall City Community Food Pantry and other area food 
banks.

Extra seeds and starts are shared with volunteers! Bring 
your garden gloves and wear masks so we can safely garden 
together. We have tools, but bring any of your favorite hand 
tools if you like.

The Fall City Learning Garden is a great way to learn new 
vegetable-gardening techniques, share your experiences 
with fellow vegetable gardeners, meet new friends and 
neighbors in the greater Sno-Fall area, and help your 
community. Take a break from your day, enjoy the sunshine 
and conversation, and have fun in the garden!

The Learning Garden is located behind the Masonic Hall in 
the center of Fall City at 4304 337th Place SE. Garden access 
is from the alley behind the Masonic Hall. Visit our website 
at letusgarden.org. Garden tips and ideas shared on our 
new MeWe page: mewe.com/join/fallcitylearninggarden. FB: 
facebook.com/FallCityLearningGardenandPPatch. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 1

1:00–4:00 p.m. National Night Out in Fall City. Fall City is 
the heart of the Valley. We are a community that actively 
pursues ways to strengthen relationships and truly know 
our neighbors. This is why Fall City is excited to host its first 
National Night Out, an opportunity for us to foster positive 
relationships between the community and law enforcement. 
Join us Sunday afternoon for live music, a dedicated kid’s 
area, wine tasting, and a chance to meet the faces of many 
of the people who serve our community. There will also be a 
drawing for some exciting prizes. Learn more at the Fall City 
Community Association website, fallcity.org.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 27

No-Cost Dental Clinic at CarePoint Clinic, 36017 SE Fish 
Hatchery Road, Fall City (SVA Church campus). For more info, 
or if you wish to schedule an appointment, contact CarePoint 
at 425-478-6627 or dental@carepointonline.org.

JULY 2021 FALL CITY COMMUNITY CALENDAR
(Please send calendar items to Andree Hurley at andree@seattlehometour.com. Deadline is the 10th of each month.)


