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Fall City Neighbors

SUBMISSIONS: We encourage submissions, story 
suggestions and comments from our community. 
We are always looking for writers, reporters, 
artists, photographers and idea people interested in 
volunteering for this publication.
STORY IDEAS, ARTICLES, SUGGESTIONS, COMMENTS, OR TO 
SUBMIT/REQUEST A BUSINESS PROFILE: Del and Nancy 
Moore, Co-editors, e-mail: editor@fcneighbors.org 
or mail to Fall City Neighbors, P.O. Box 1064, Fall 
City, WA 98024.

CALENDAR ITEMS: Andree Hurley at andree@
seattlehometour.com
SEND DONATIONS TO: Fall City Newsletter, P.O. Box 
1064, Fall City, WA 98024
TO SPONSOR: Contact Janet Kautz, kautzjl@ 
gmail.com. Ad sizes: 3.5” x 2”—$75/qtr or 
$300/yr; 3.5” x 4”—$150/qtr or $600/yr; 
7” x 4”—$300/qtr or $1200/yr.
CLASSIFIEDS: Free ads for nonprofits and individuals 
only—no businesses: 25 words or less.

Fall City Neighbors is a publication of the Fall 
City Community Association (www.fallcity.org) 
and is supported by local sponsors and donors. 
It is published monthly and distributed free of 
charge to the community, available at the Fall 
City Library, Fall City Post Office (green box in 
front), Farmhouse Market, The Grind Espresso, 
The Hauglie Building, and the Roadhouse Inn, and 
online at http://www.fallcity.org/neighbors.html.

Deadline for submissions is the TENTH of each month.

Fall City Neighbors, since 1998: Helping to build a caring and connected community of neighbors.

Layout: David Gershman
Distribution: Kristin Minner and the Minner 

Family
Treasurer: Janet Kautz
Calendar: Andree Hurley

Interviews: Sharon Brown
Historical Society: Ruth Pickering
Gardening Corner: Susan Miller
Community Garage Sale: Irene Pike
Photography: Marleen Francis

Business services: Christine Johnson
Printing: Printing Control/Cindy Parks
And many others for ideas and encouragement.

Newsletter Volunteers

Newsletter Donors (June 2017–May 2018)
Bonnie Barker and Pauline Madden
T. L. and Patricia Calvin
Jon and Donna Driver-Kummen
Noma and Craig Edwards
Janet Ewing
Fall City Historical Society
Teresa Kluver, Glenn Boettcher
Ken and Liam Meadors
Dwight and Rebecca Miller
Gerald and Betty Ostrom
Sandra and Bradley Prescott

John and Marion Querro/ 
Gloria Morgan

Carrie and Robert Schroeder
Silvermoon
Sno-Valley Senior Center
William Tashima and Chris Bentley
Jeremie Wilkins

*Donations received after May 8, 2018, 
will be acknowledged in the July 2018 
issue.

Your are invited to donate to Fall City 
Neighbors to help us cover expenses 
of the coming year. Please make your 
check to “FCCA/Fall City Newsletter,” 
and mail to: Fall City Neighbors 
Newsletter, P.O. Box 1064, Fall City, 
WA 98024.

EDITOR’S NOTE

This June is a very busy month in Fall City. It begins with the June 4 King County Open House—your 
opportunity to meet with County government officials and to hear about and give input to the County regarding 
the formation of the new unincorporated area local government.

Fall City Day 2018 is on June 9. Your grand marshals for Fall City Day 2018 are Tom and Irene Pike. 
Discover the history of Fall City Day—or Fall City Days, the label preferred by Irene Pike, who was born and 
raised in Fall City and wrote the article.

Also in June, Fall City Arts is sponsoring a live music event—a Father’s Day Weekend Zydeco Dance on 
Saturday, June 16. And don’t forget the annual Fall City Garage Sale, June 22–24.

Summer season in Fall City is river season. The Fire Department offers water-safety tips, and the “FCCA 
Highlights” summarize the May 1 FCCA meeting, which reviewed current and expected growth around 
Fall City in general and the impact of current and increasing recreational use of the river, with particular 
emphasis on floating.



3

June 2018

Highlights of the May 2018 Meeting

NO FCCA MEETING IN THE MONTH OF JUNE

Community News and Notes
FALL CITY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

OVERVIEW OF GROWTH AND RIVER CLEANUP HISTORY. The 
meeting focused on summertime river use. We are 
experiencing continued, explosive growth on the 
Snoqualmie River. During a 91-day period in 2013, 
26,355 persons visited the Fall City portion of the 
river. Based on demographic studies and current 
population trends, we expect to have 40,000 river 
visitors by 2022.

Early warnings of increased river usage began 
in 2008–2010, and in late 2010 the Fall City River 
Float Task was formed. CSA grants and collaboration 
between the FCCA and the Parks District, along with 
Friends of the Trail, helped develop and implement 
a trash-removal program staffed by volunteers. 
Parking became an issue, and congestion on Rt. 202 
was increasing. Increased river traffic outgrew the 
capacity of the volunteers, so a River Enhancement 
and Community Health plan was developed. At the 
same time, Simon Briant became an active FCCA 
participant and sought counsel on the logistics of a 
potential float business. The FCCA counseled that the 
business must be located on the north side of the river, 
and trash removal and good stewardship of the river 
must be part of their business plan.

FALL CITY FLOATING. Briant opened Fall City Floating 
in 2015. At the meeting, he reviewed its story and 
process, its commitment to river stewardship, the 
overflow parking lot, and planned improvements 
for 2018. In addition to meeting the trash removal 
and traffic concerns, the company added additional 
portable toilets, taking on the associated costs 
and maintenance, and provided sturdy tubes and 
equipment for floating. Last year they added a 3-acre 
overflow lot that is approved for 60 days of parking 
per year. The lot reduced parking along nearby roads, 
the highway, and downtown Fall City. Each year the 
company has improved the durability, safety, and 
environmental friendliness of its equipment. Plans 
for the 2018 season include a powered kayak for river 
patrol, mesh bags for trash control, and identified “red 
zones” through which floaters are directed to stay in 
their tubes.

In 2015, FCF lost $17,000; in 2016, $4,000. In 2017, 
they earned a profit of $25,000, for a total profit over 
three years of $4,000. Simon does not take a salary 
from the business, and there are no outside investors. 
During this time, FCF has paid over $150,000 in 
taxes, concession fees, permits, and licenses to the 
government, and $115,000 in wages to college and 
high school employees.

QUESTIONS, COMMENTS, AND IDEAS. Attendee concerns 
included possible damage of the river habitat for 
salmon and other inhabitants, road congestion, 
parking, invasion of private property, drunk/disorderly 
issues, etc. Ideas for mitigating the problems ranged 
from shutting down the river for floaters, to requiring 
Discover Passes, limiting parking, or issuing tickets, 
or acknowledging that floaters will come, in which 
case the solution would involve improved parking, 
improved equipment, floater education, and more. 
While some believe Fall City Floating brings in more 
floaters, others noted that the impact of Fall City 
Floating has been increased orderliness.

KING COUNTY COMMENTS. King County officers indicated 
that only two Sheriff’s officers cover Fall City, 
Carnation, Duvall, and Redmond Ridge. Marine 
Rescue has four staff covering all King County rivers 
and Vashon and Maury Islands. The game warden 
has three staff for the entire county. The permit 
Fall City Floating has is valid for 1 year. They must 
request a renewal 75 days before the current permit 
expires. King County reviews operations, comments, 
and allows another public comment period. Most 
temporary permits get renewed, but not all.

For more detailed information on the subject, 
including the May 1 FCCA meeting presentation 
materials, visit www.fallcity.org. Thanks to the 
Snoqualmie Valley Alliance Church for hosting the 
meeting!



44

Fall City Neighbors



5

June 2018

feel so grateful to line the large plant hole with moist 
rotted manure and then pack moist manure around 
the plant. A trickle of overnight watering wakes them 
up gently.

GIVE PREFERENCE TO SHADE PLANTS. Find the gold-
splotched acuba (‘Picturata,’ to 6 ft), tried and 
true smaller rhodies, brunnera (‘Diane’s Gold’), 
maidenhair ferns, sambucus elderberry ‘Black Tower,’ 
arborvitae ‘Frankie Boy,’ and western red cedar 
‘Whipcord.’ The last four all have narrow leaves.

INSTALL YOUR AESTHETIC ROCKS. Japanese gardeners first 
install rocks in their gardens to represent mountains. In 
Japanese gardens, dwarf conifers often relate to the rocks 
as forest. Consider installing a few humdinger rocks in 
full summer sun. Then spend your summer exploring 
conifers that best represent your “forest” and install them 
in mid-fall. Great for dreary wintertime contemplation.

STEPPING STONES. Stone pavers ensure that you keep your 
soil light and airy. I installed the smallest at first and now 
only use the biggest ones to ensure no loss of balance. I 
live on a hillside and I kneel to work from these steps!

To sum up, respect your plants’ needs for water in 
our upcoming hot summer. Always. When the tag says 
“water well in the first year,” you stand to lose your 
plants if you do not. I replaced my arborvitae three 
times in three years for failure to water sufficiently. 

Eventually your specimen trees 
will grow and throw some 
shade and ease your water 
bill. Don’t skimp in Year One! 
We are not New Zealand and 
Great Britain, which have 
summer rains. We are a desert 
in the summer, truly!

Happy Gardening!
susanamilller@hotmail.com

Master Gardener and 
Master Pruner

GARDEN CORNER
by Susan Miller

STARTING YOUR GARDEN  
IN JUNE?

Yikes! But yes, you can pull this off if you are 
mindful of a few simple guidelines for starting a 

garden in heat. Did you notice the 80° temperatures in 
May? Expect the same in June.

HOLD ALL NEW PLANTS IN DEEP SHADE. Water them well, 
daily.

PLAN FOR REGULAR WATERING. Global warming in the 
PNW means (a lot) more rain from October until April 
and (a lot) less rain from May through September. Do 
not scrimp on watering in the early morning on our 
increasingly hot days. Consider buying new oscillating 
sprinklers and lightweight hoses for each garden area. 
No more manually unplugging/moving/turning on the 
spigot. Less labor means you’re more likely to do it.

PREPARE SUPER SOIL. Water will only soak in if your soil is 
composted, air filled (not stepped on), and covered with 
top dressing to discourage weeds and insulate from heat. 
Use your composted kitchen scraps, rotted farm manure, 
commercial bags of compost, wood chips (better than 
bark), and de-rock if you live on hills of glacial till.

BE MINDFUL OF INSTANT HEAT WHEN YOU DRAW UP YOUR 
JUNE PLANT LIST. Knowing that your ideal planting 
time is fall, choose plants that can hit the heat with 
known fortitude. Those with thinner leaves cope with 
heat best, such as boxwoods, grasses, (Himalayan) 
honeysuckle, barberry, laceleaf maples, tough 
epimedium, daisies, yucca filamentosa ‘Color Guard’ 
for heat, variegated eleagnus 
(tough as its olive tree cousin), 
and crocosmia.

SELECT PLANTS RECENTLY 
POTTED. When you buy plants, 
be sure your plant’s roots are 
lightly bound in the pot’s soil, 
not root-bound and dry. If 
roots do tightly encircle the 
pot, gently pry loose the roots 
with your pruners and cut 
them free if too bound up. I 
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Highway 202 Culverts

WSDOT will replace four culverts that pass under SR 202 between Redmond and Fall City. The culverts 
for Evans Creek, Patterson Creek and two unnamed tributaries to Patterson Creek pose a barrier for fish 

migration because the water flows too fast, is too shallow, and/or drops too rapidly. These culverts are subject to the 
2013 U.S. District Court injunction requiring the state to remove culverts that block fish passage under state roads.

When the culverts are removed and replaced with fish-friendly structures, miles of rearing and spawning 
habitat will be opened up that became inaccessible when the roadway was built. Local stream restoration work, 
including more natural streambeds and planting of native shrubs and trees, will provide better habitat for the 
salmon and trout that use the streams, and will be more inviting to other local wildlife. For more information: 
www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/sr202/evans-patterson-creek-fish-passage/home.

KING COUNTY OPEN HOUSE
7–9 p.m., Monday, June 4

Chief Kanim Middle School, 32627 SE Redmond-Fall City Road, Fall City

Residents of unincorporated King County are invited to meet with County officials to discuss issues affecting 
the unincorporated SnoValley/NE King County area. The meeting will feature Councilmember Kathy 

Lambert, a King County Sheriff representative, and information on the King County Local Services Initiative.
“The purpose of the Local Services Initiative is to develop more and better ways to serve unincorporated King 

County. The quarter-million people who live in unincorporated King County make up what would be the state’s 
second-largest city, with its own particular challenges and priorities,” says Executive Dow Constantine. “The 
Department of Local Services will improve how we provide direct and contracted services, including roads, public 
safety, clean water, and access to opportunity. The department director will have a seat on my cabinet to ensure we 
bring a focus on performance and accountability to all that we do for the residents of unincorporated King County.” 

Constantine named Harold Taniguchi, director of King County Dept. of Transportation, to manage the transition 
to the new organization, pending the appointment of a cabinet-level leader reporting directly to the executive.

“We will be reaching out to residents of unincorporated King County to get their insights on how we can improve 
customer service and develop accountability and performance measures to better serve them,” says Taniguchi.

The June 4 meeting will give you an opportunity to let the County know the level of services you want and the 
performance measures you will expect.

Honkers Baseball 2018

Honkers baseball returns to Fall City with the 
first home game of the season against the 

Highline Bears at Fall City Park on Sunday, June 
3, at 1:00 p.m. Honkers players will be manning 
the dunk tank at Fall City Day, Saturday, June 9. 
Come to the tank, test your throwing arm, meet 
the players, and go home with a season schedule. 
The Honkers wrap up Fall City Day with their 
second home game of the season against the Everett 
Merchants, beginning at 4:00 p.m. at Fall City Park. 
For more info: www.honkersbaseball.com.

FATHER’S DAY WEEKEND  
ZYDECO DANCE

Saturday, June 16 
6:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Dance to LIVE music with Bayou Envie 
“playing music with a passion to spread 

Louisiana music to a new generation!” Free to the 
community! Free dance lesson from 6:00 to 6:30 
p.m. At the Masonic Lodge, 4304 337th Place SE, 
Fall City. Sponsored by Fall City Arts and 4culture.
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P.O. Box 293, Fall City, WA 98024 historylives@fallcityhistorical.org www.fallcityhistorical.org
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Support for our work from King County Heritage 4Culture is gratefully acknowledged.

P.O. Box 293, Fall City, WA 98024 historylives@fallcityhistorical.org www.fallcityhistorical.org
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TOM AND IRENE PIKE 
Fall City Day 2018 Grand Marshals

Looking back, we see Irene’s 
mother, 12 years old at the 

time, getting off a train with her 
mother, seven brothers and sisters, 
and her Uncle Frank, at Lake 
Alice in 1900. From there, they 
took Time Bailey’s mail hack 
down into Fall City and spent 
the night at the hotel. Irene’s 
grandfather, John Alexander, had 
come west from Illinois earlier 
that year to find employment. 
After getting hired at the mill 
on the Plum property, he sent for 
his family. They later purchased 
the Stearns farm just outside of 
Fall City on the Carnation Road. 
Irene’s father, Eugene Parmelee, 
also came west from Michigan 
in 1912 looking for employment. 
He got a job with the telephone 
company, walking from Fall City 
to Carnation looking for breaks 
in the telephone lines. One day he 
stopped by the Alexander farm to 
see if he could get something to 
eat. There he met Irene’s mother, 
and a courtship followed that resulted in marriage.

Irene, the youngest of seven, was born in 1930, in 
the old two-story house today located on the Rainier 
Recycling property across the highway from the 
grade school. She and all six siblings were delivered 
by Dr. W. W. Cheney. They soon moved to the old 
Methodist parsonage on Third Street. Irene says, 
“Fall City was a great place to grow up. There were 
sidewalks for roller skating, evening neighborhood 
games of ‘kick the can’ in the street, baseball and 
football in an empty lot, and riding bicycles all over 

town. The county even dredged a pool in the Raging 
River for swimming. I remember going to the grade 
school with my mother during the war and climbing 
the observation tower to watch for enemy planes. 
One summer, my sister and some school friends 
organized the Hut Sut Club. Once a month, we rented 
the Odd Fellows Hall that was located uptown, 
where the Riverside Tavern now stands, and we put 
on a dance, charging 50 cents admission to pay the 
building rent. We cranked up the phonograph and 
had a good ole time.”

The couple is pictured here: Irene’s greatest achievement, besides her family, was 
restoring her mother’s historic house built in 1905, located at 4338 338th Place SE. 
She and her son Gerry worked together on every aspect of the house. In 2013, after 
nearly 10 years, it was finally finished. Their daughter, Kris, lives there today.



12

Fall City Neighbors

Irene’s musicality also displayed itself when she 
played the bass drum all four years in the Mt. Si High 
School band. Each year, she and the drum section 
would escort the veterans into the Fall City Cemetery 
for the Memorial Day service. She was very honored 
to be selected to play the new set of tympani (kettle 
drums) purchased by the school.

She was very active in high school, lettering in 
tennis, band, and GAA. She was in the senior play, 

on the drill team, on many committees, worked 
on the school newspaper, arranged all the ads for 
their senior annual, and graduated seventh in her 
class. During this time, she belonged to Rainbow 
for Girls and was a charter member of Bethel #31, 
International Order of Jobs Daughters, serving as 
the second Honored Queen. Later, she served as 
Honored Queen of the Grand Bethel of the State of 
Washington, and when her girls were old enough to 
belong, she was Guardian of the Bethel for several 
years. Irene remembers spending many hours each 

year making crepe paper flowers to decorate the 
floats made by the “Jobies” to ride on in the Fall City 
Days parades.

Irene worked at the Fall City telephone office as a 
telephone operator when she was in high school and 
after graduation at the Bon Marche. She also spent a 
summer in Chicago with her sister, Villa Martinez. 
In 1950, Irene married Jerry Anderson, her high 
school sweetheart. They lived in Snoqualmie and then 

in North Bend, where their 
identical twin boys, Gerry and 
Gene, were born. Jerry worked 
for Weyerhaeuser in the woods 
and later got a job with the 
Washington State Patrol. After 
his graduation from the State 
Patrol Academy, they were 
sent to Spokane. Irene got a 
job at the Dishman State Bank 
(now Bank of America) until 
her third child, Kristina, was 
born. Their marriage ended in 
a divorce. Irene started roller 
skating and that’s where Tom 
came into the picture.

Tom was born in 1933 in 
Detroit, Michigan. His mother 
passed away when he was 
two months old, so he was 
raised by his grandparents, 
John and Hattie Pike, along 

with 11 aunts and uncles. Uncle Sam got him in 1956 
when he was drafted into the army. After training 
at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri, he got stationed 
in Spokane at the Nike missile site on Fairchild Air 
Force Base. With not much to do in Spokane, the 
servicemen spent a lot of time at the skating rink. 
One night Irene asked Tom to skate “ladies’ choice.” 
They began dating and continued the relationship by 
writing letters after Tom was transferred to the Nike 
site at Hanford. After his discharge in 1958 he went 
back to Detroit, and several months later Irene drove 
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to Detroit with her three children, a parakeet, and a 
frog, pulling a U-Haul. They were married and have 
been skating together ever since.

After two years and the birth of daughter, Mary, 
they moved back to Fall City, where they lived with 
Irene’s mother, Elizabeth Caroline Parmelee (known 
as “Carrie”). During this time, their son Drew was 
born. A couple of years later, Nancy was born. One 
day, Irene ran across George Bennett, who owned 
the old two-story secondhand store in town (which 

later burned down). 
She had known 
George all her life. 
(When she was 12 
years old, he had 
sold her a bicycle 
on credit, which 
she paid off early 
with her babysitting 
money.) He offered 
to sell her a piece 
of land, no down 
payment, making 
regular installments. 
Irene said, “What 
a godsend for us!” 
Sometime later, 
George asked her if 
she wanted to buy a 
house trailer to move 

it onto their lot and add the cost to what they owed. 
They made the deal, bought a 30-foot trailer, and 
moved in with their six kids. It was very cozy, to say 
the least. Later, John was born and had to sleep in a 
basket on a large dresser in the hallway.

While helping a friend move, Irene found a book, 
How to Build Your Dream Home. She gave it to Tom 
and said, “Build me a house.” So he did. They built 
it, from the ground up, paycheck to paycheck, in 
sections, and got the first section finished in time to 
move in just before Irene gave birth to a second set 
of twins, Darin and Karen, completing their family 

of 9. They now have 25 grandchildren and 21 great-
grandchildren, with 3 more on the way.

Tom and Irene have had a very busy life. Tom went 
to work for Weyerhaeuser in the planing mill, and 
Irene got a job with the Valley Record, writing the Fall 
City news. A Boy’s Club was formed in which Tom 
and Irene were active—they ran the club’s fireworks 
stand for many years. The couple also organized 
and led the youth group at the Methodist Church 
for several years, as well as being very instrumental 
on setting up the game booths for Fall City Days. 
Irene said, “In those days, after the parade, different 
organizations in town lined the main street with game 
booths where they charged people to play. There was a 
carnival, a ‘car bash,’ and sometimes a circus.”

Irene’s entire family was part of the Fall City 
Passion Play for many years. Irene played the part of 
Mary Magdalene and was in the crowd scenes, Tom 
worked on the stage crew, and the children were in the 
crowd scenes.

Irene organized and ran a Fall City ladies softball 
team and is a founding member and past president 
(and still active today) in the Eastside Mothers of 
Twins/Multiples Club. She was a den mother for Cub 
Scouts, and a member and secretary of the PTA. 
She also joined the Cancer Society, walking door 
to door, each year, collecting money for the cancer 
drive. In 1988 she joined the Bellevue Senior League 
co-ed softball team, where she played second base 
and pitched, along with other positions. Later, the 
team split and a new team was started in Issaquah, 
where she played until she was 85. Her biggest thrill 
was hitting a home run when she was 82. Irene 
exclaimed, “I have to admit that there were a couple 
of errors in the mix, but it went down in the books as 
a home run!”

In 1998–99, Irene served on a committee 
to re-structure the Fall City Subarea Plan. She 
also attended meetings to find ways to bring the 
townspeople together, which resulted in the birth of 
the Fall City Neighbors newsletter, where she was 
elected to the office of treasurer. She remembers 

Irene was very 
surprised and 
absolutely 
thrilled when she 
and Tom were 
asked to be the 
grand marshals 
in the Fall City 
Days parade. 
Such an honor!



14

Fall City Neighbors

Fall City Celebrations, Then and Now
by Irene Pike

For several years, I have been wanting to do a 
story starting with the beginning of the Fall City 

celebrations, so I decided this had to 
be the year. I have gleaned a lot of 
information from Jack’s History of 
Fall City and Preserving the Stories 
of Fall City, but it is hard because 
so much of the information is not 
complete and a lot of it is not dated, so 
this is what I came up with. Hope you 
enjoy it.

Fall City celebrations started in the 
late ’40s with a strawberry festival 
put on by the ladies (WSCS) of the 
Methodist Church and a parade. In 
1951, they went all out. Along with 
the parade and strawberries, they 
had a huge carnival, and it was a big 
success. It was held in the gym at the grade school. 
Villa Martinez was chairman along with Mrs. Don 

Price, the new president of the WSCS. Most popular 
was George Bennett with his new ponies, Pepper 

and Sugar, which were giving rides 
to all the kids. There was a hot 
dog stand, a fish pond, a fashion 
show, entertainment, and even a 
square dance. LeRoy Bronneman 
(the postmaster) was master of 
ceremonies.

During those early years, the 
organizations would set up game 
booths after the parade along the 
river side of the highway after the 
parade was over and the townspeople 
would pay to play—something like 
10 cents. There was always a salmon 
bake and, of course, the ladies served 
their strawberry shortcake.

In 1952, the Rec Council took over and, since the 
Cub Scout soap box derby was such a success, they 

Fall City Centennial Parade, 1972. 
“Westinghouse Twins” Gerry and 
Gene Anderson (twin sons of 
Irene Pike, at age two). 

walking door to door, leaving the papers on all the 
doorsteps in her area. At her suggestion, a yearly 
neighborhood garage sale was started, which she 
chaired, and it has been going strong for 20 years. 
She worked many years on the election board, until 
they started voting by mail. She is a life member and 
two-time Royal Matron of Mizpah Court, Order of 
the Amaranth, and is active in the Valley Christian 
Assembly of God church. Family vacations were 
always camping trips to different areas. 

Tom’s favorite activity when he was a child was 
playing baseball in the park, so it was only natural 
(since he had five boys) that he coached Little League 
baseball for many years, most years taking first place. 
He had played on the Weyerhaeuser baseball team, 
and when he retired in 1995 he joined Irene’s team. 

After several years he quit playing and became the 
team’s official scorekeeper.

When Irene’s mother suffered a paralyzing stroke 
in November 1986, Irene took her from the hospital to 
Irene and Tom’s home, where she cared for her until 
she passed away in December 1987, just two months 
before her 100th birthday.

Tom and Irene love to cruise. They celebrated their 
50th anniversary in 2008 with a cruise to the Greek 
Isles, with stopovers in Rome and Venice, where they 
fulfilled one of Irene’s desires: to take a ride in a gondola. 
When they returned home, their children hosted a lovely 
anniversary reception. They will celebrate their 60th 
anniversary this year with another cruise.

Our community thanks Tom and Irene Pike for 
being this year’s Grand Marshals!
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decided to name the celebration “Fall City Derby 
Day.” In 1953, there would be a soap box derby 
race, and they invited all the boys in the Valley to 
take part. They closed off the wide street between 
the Methodist Church and the Masonic Hall, and 
the fathers built a huge ramp to start the cars. Some 
of the winners were 
Jimmy McCurry, 
Robert Reitman, 
Tommy Baxter, 
and our own Gene 
Stevens. The races 
flourished for several 
years and many 
things were added to 
the festivities, such 
as a queen contest, 
hydroplane races, 
bed races, water 
department water 
fights, dunk tank, 
horseshoe and draft 
horse competition, 
skeet shoot, and jam 
sessions in Quigley 
Park, to name a few, 
and everyone was 
wearing derby hats. 
In 1954, my twin 
boys won a prize in 
the parade, going as 
the “Westinghouse 
Twins.”

In later years there was a carnival every year on 
the school grounds, complete with ferris wheel and 
merry-go-round, game booths, and, a couple of years, 
a circus. I think the octopus was the favorite ride. 
There was also a car bash in the parking lot in front of 
the gym, which was a big hit. Every evening for days 
before the celebration, my children would go out and 
hunt for slugs in the yard. We would pay them 5 cents 
for every slug that they could find. That was how they 
made money to go on the rides. They were on their 
honor to keep track of how many they found.

In 1967, the Recreation Council built a train and 
gave train rides all around the area. In 1968, there 
was no parade, but they had a River Drift raffle. A 
35-gallon metal barrel was dropped in the river just 
below the fish hatchery and you could purchase a 
raffle ticket to guess how long it would take for the 

barrel to float the 3.2 
miles to the finish line 
just past the bridge. 
In 1971 was the first 
logging show. The 
name was changed to 
“Fall City Days and 
Logging Show.” It was 
held in the park across 
the bridge. There 
was axe throwing, 
“cat skinning,” cable 
splicing, chokermen’s 
race, powersaw 
bucking, hand buck, 
obstacle pole bucking, 
horizontal log chop, 
speed climbing, tree 
topping, and Jack 
and Jill hand bucking 
along with all the 
usual festivities on the 
city side of the river.

1972 was the big 
year: the Fall City 
Centennial. It was a 
celebration to beat 

all celebrations. Seems like everyone in town was 
dressed in pioneer attire. The festivities started on 
Friday evening with the coronation of the queen, 
Georgia Barfuse. The next morning there was a 
cowboy breakfast, a parade, a carnival, motorcycle 
stunts, sheriff mounted patrol, drill teams, the 
traditional Indian salmon bake, shy jumpers, pony 
express race, antique show, a loggers jamboree, 
and a wonderful parade. They had a wagon for 
the old timers to ride in—those that came to Fall 
City before 1900. Since my mother and her family 

Fall City Centennial Parade, 1972. Riding in the surrey are mem-
bers of the Alexander family that came to Fall City as children in 
the year 1900. In the front passenger seat is Irene Pike’s mother, 
Caroline Parmelee, who was aged 12 and the oldest when they 
came to Fall City. In the driver’s seat is Caroline’s brother Frank 
Alexander. In the back, left to right, are their sisters Laura Car-
michael of Hillsboro, Oregon; Edna Pebbles Hanson of Olympia; 
and very obscured on the right is Fannie Platt (Frank’s twin 
sister) of Bothell.
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got here in 1900, we planned for her to ride on the 
wagon but we were told no, she did not get here 
before 1900. Well, that was a blow so we decided 
to do our own thing. All the wagons in town were 
taken, so we used our son’s dune buggy (see cover 
photo). We put up posts to hold the fringe, and my 
sister made the wonderful signs that you see on the 
“surrey.” It was pulled by our daughter’s Mustang. 
We made huge eyelashes to put on the headlights 
to represent the horse. My mother, three aunts, and 
an uncle rode in the “surrey.” They looked so cute 
and were so happy. The pioneer wagon was full of 
old people, appropriately dressed. There were lots 
of parade entries including two local ladies, Artie 
Kelley and Hazel McCaffree, dressed in pioneer 
attire, pushing wheelbarrows full of flowers. The 
evening ended with costume judging in the gym, 
beard judging, and an adult dance. The festivities 
ended Sunday with a kiddie parade, another logging 
show and Indian salmon bake, fireman water fights, 
games, and two baseball games: one for the men and 
one for the women.

In 1982, an arts-and-crafts fair was added, and in 
1984 they had a draft horse pulling contest. In 1988, 
the logging show was cancelled, and the celebration 
was once again called Derby Day. The parades were 
big, with marching units and floats from various 
towns, and we were starting to have big crowds for 
our celebration. There were lots of booths with things 
to sell, and in 1989 the first family classic Fun Run 

and 5K and 10K race was started. It grows bigger 
every year. The dunk tank was added, and there 
was a contest for the school kids to design a T-shirt. 
That contest is still a big hit. In 1990, the helicopter 
rides started and continued for quite a few years. The 
firemen’s water fights were always a big draw, but were 
discontinued when a flood took away the tall pole that 
held up the line.

In 2000, the Ducky Derby was started. They would 
float the 1000 numbered ducks down the river, and if 
the duck with your number crossed the finish line first 
you were a winner. In 2008, they had to postpone the 
float because the river was too high. In 2000, Vern 
Winter scooted down the parade route on roller skates 
squirting everyone with a big squirt gun. In 2008, 
there were Little Gold Cup races (small hydroplanes), 
and in 2009 there was an arts and crafts fair. For years 
there has been a watermelon-eating contest and music 
in the Olive Taylor Quigley Park, and for a couple of 
years a fellow painted a mural on the sidewalk during 
the parade. The newest addition was the car show in 
2016 at the school.

In 2017 the name was changed to Fall City Day, 
which makes me very sad. We are not celebrating 
just that one day, we are celebrating all the Fall City 
Days in the past and all the days that will come 
in the future. Also, I am hoping that we can once 
again extend the next celebrations to Sunday for at 
least a ball game and maybe some family games at 
the school.



17

June 2018



18

Fall City Neighbors

June/July Sno-Valley Senior Center Events

RE-IN-CARNATION FASHION SHOW AND ENGLISH TEA
Thursday, June 7, at 2:00 p.m. Wear your best hat 
and be prepared for a fun afternoon with a proper 
English tea, featuring tea sandwiches and scones! 
You will also see a fun fashion show filled with 
outfits from our very own Re-in-Carnation thrift 
store! Tickets are just $5 and can be purchased at 
the front desk or online at www.snovalleysenior.org. 
Thank you to University House Issaquah for catering 
this fun event!

GILLIGAN’S ISLAND RAINBOW BINGO! 
Friday, June 8, at 6:30 p.m. Get shipwrecked at 
Gilligan’s Island Rainbow Bingo, hosted by the 
delightful Sylvia O’Stayformore! Just $15 per person, 
$25 per couple, for a fun night of bingo games, a 
costume contest, and the chance to win cash! Dinner 
will be available separately at the event. Get your 
tickets before they sell out at www.snovalleysenior.org!

THE CARE YOU NEED FOR THE LIFE YOU WANT
Tuesday, June 19, at 1:00 p.m. Social isolation 
among older adults is a growing epidemic—one 
that’s increasingly recognized as having dire physical, 
mental, and emotional consequences. How can you be 
prepared? How do you balance what you want against 

what you may need? Join ERA Living’s Tina Hall as 
she talks you through the various types of housing and 
care settings and services.

CELEBRATE THE 4TH OF JULY WITH SNO-VALLEY 
SENIOR CENTER!
Support Sno-Valley Senior Center and enjoy a 
delicious Spaghetti Dinner and Strawberry Shortcake 
Event. Parade: Watch the parade at 11:00 a.m. on July 
4, and the fireworks at dusk!
•	 Spaghetti Dinner: Tuesday, July 3, 5:00–7:00 

p.m. $10 for adults, $5 for children.
•	 Strawberry Shortcake: Wednesday, July 4, 10:00 

a.m.–2:00 p.m., $5.
All tickets sold at the door.

NEED A RIDE? COME OVER ON THE HYDE SHUTTLE!
Monday–Friday, 8:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. The Hyde 
Shuttle is convenient, low-cost, and you might form 
friendships along the way. You can go to Carnation, 
Duvall, Fall City, and Redmond Ridge! Call 425-333-
4009 to schedule a ride, and see what the Hyde Shuttle 
can do for you! (Please call 3 days in advance.)

To purchase tickets or for more information on any of the 
above, visit SnoValleySenior.org or call 425-333-4152.

Annual Fall City Garage Sale Weekend: June 22, 23, and 24
Summer is fast upon us, and so is Fall City’s Annual Garage Sale! If you have not already worked your way 
through your closets, tool sheds, and garages to prepare for the sale, there is still time to gather and price 
items that no longer fit your needs, but which could be just what your friends and neighbors are looking for.

For you newcomers, the rules are simple: Set up your sale at your home for whatever days and times fit 
your schedule, on one, two, or all three days. We ask each person holding a sale to send a $1.00 donation to 
“P.O. Box 273, Fall City, WA 98024.” The money donated goes to pay for the advertising. The more money 
we collect, the better the advertising we can do. Your location will also be pinpointed on a map that will be 
distributed at Farmhouse Market in Fall City the day before the sale. If you have any questions, please feel 
free to call 425-222-5180.
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Monday, June 4
7:00 p.m. King County Town Hall (see page 7)

Tuesday, June 5
No FCCA meeting in the month of June

Thursday, June 7
7:30–9:00 p.m. Adult co-ed volleyball, Fall City Elementary 
School Gym (Final night before summer break)

Saturday, June 9 
Fall City Day 2018 (see pages 11 through 16)

Second Tuesday of each month (June 12)
7:00 p.m. Fall City Metropolitan Park District meeting, at 
the Fall City Library
7:00 p.m., Fire District 27 Commissioners’ meeting, Fall City 
Fire Department

Thursday, June 14
4:00 p.m. Friends of the Fall City Library meeting

Third Saturday of each month (June 16)
Trellis Garden Forum Meeting, 9:00 a.m. For information, 
go to http://trellis.ning.com.

Third Wednesday of each month (June 20)
7:00 p.m. Fall City Water District Commissioners meeting, 
Fall City Water District Office

June Events at the Fall City Learning Garden 
Wednesdays: June 6, 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. and June 20, 4:30–
6:30 p.m. June is prime gardening season. We’ll be planting 
summer crops: tomatoes, green beans, lettuce, and more. 
Any extra seedlings will be shared with volunteers. Help us 
plant and harvest to supply fresh, home-grown produce 
to the upper Snoqualmie Valley food banks, including Fall 
City Community Food Pantry.

Visit our website at http://letusgarden.org. The garden is 
located behind the Masonic Hall in the center of Fall City, 
at 4304 337th Place SE.

June Events for Fall City Library
Wednesday, June 20, 10:30–11:15 a.m. Sing! Bang! Boom! 
At the library, presented by Two of a Kind. Family program, 
all ages welcome. An interactive, high-energy musical 
performance featuring songs all about reading, books, and 
music. Sing, dance, rhyme, learn sign language and body 
percussion—plus have so much fun!

Thursday, June 28, 10:30–11:30 a.m. Sound Storm Maker 
Workshop, presented by KidsQuest Children’s Museum. 
Ages 5 and older. Fascinated by weather and storms? 
Come learn how to make musical instruments out of 
recycled materials to emulate a rainstorm and even 
thunderclaps. Discover how a “lighting” circuit works and 
learn all about the science of thunderstorms. Registration 
required, beginning June 21. Sponsored by Friends of the 
Fall City Library.

June Events for Raging River Riders 
Saturday, June 2, 10:00 a.m. Parade practice at Fall City 
Arena.

Sunday, June 3, Taylor Mountain trail ride. See the website 
and Facebook for details.

Saturday, June 9, Fall City Day Parade. 8:30 a.m. meet at 
Fall City Arena to get ready. Parade starts at 11:00 a.m. 
Questions: 425-941-2754.

Sunday, June 10, RRR Playday, Fall City Arena. Setup, 8:00 
a.m.; sign-in, 8:30 a.m.; safety meeting 9:45 a.m.; events, 
10:00 a.m. Volunteers are always appreciated!

Thursday, June 21, Monthly RRR meetings: 7:00 p.m., Board; 
7:30 p.m., general. Final parade and summer event details. 
Meet at Valley Christian Assembly Church, 32725 SE 42nd 
Street, Fall City. Front entrance, please.

Sunday, June 24, Jumping and other event. Multi-discipline 
event—all saddles welcome. Times same as playday.
Info: rrriders.org or on Facebook: Raging River Riders.

JUNE 2018 FALL CITY COMMUNITY CALENDAR
(Please send calendar items to Andree Hurley at andree@seattlehometour.com. Deadline is the 10th of each month.)

FALL CITY GARAGE SALE: JUNE 22–24
If you have not yet gone through your closets, tool shed, and garage, there is still time to select and price 
those items no longer needed by your family, but which could be real treasures to someone else’s, in time 
for the annual Fall City Garage Sale. Select your days, mail a $1 donation to “P.O. Box 273, Fall City, WA 
98024” to participate in advertising and getting your location on a map to be distributed at the Farmhouse 
Market the day before the sale. For more info: 425-222-5180.


