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Fall City Fire District’s water-rescue truck and trailer, loaded with river boats and gear, are ready to roll at a moment’s
notice. FD27’s river-rescue preparedness, combined with its closeness to the Snoqualmie River and Highways 202 and 203,
allow it to play a key role in water rescues year around for the entire Valley. (See page 7 for more info.)
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EDITOR’S NOTE

D

rawdown, The Most Comprehensive Plan Ever Proposed to Reverse Global Warming, edited by Paul
Hawken, noted that the education of women to the 10th grade and family planning combined was the most
effective means of reversing climate change. The first inclination might be to say, yes, Third World countries
should educate girls, and women should engage in family planning, but that it does not apply to us in the United
States. However, I am afraid that it does.
Even in today’s America, too many women are denied the right to determine with whom and when to
bear how many children; receive less compensation than men for the same work; and find that when they
present ideas/solutions in the office they are ignored, while men who later present the same ideas/solutions
are rewarded for their cleverness and problem-solving abilities. We are still debating whether a woman can
be elected president of the United States, even though women in other countries have been very successful as
heads of state.
The dismissing of women by men and women often is so “normal” feeling that we may not even recognize
it. Identifying someone by gender may be useful in some instances; however, using that designation to deny
opportunity or discount abilities will not be useful in navigating global warming or any other circumstance that
represents a real threat to our quality of life and our stewardship of life on this planet. (See page 5.)
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Community News and Notes
FALL CITY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
Highlights of the February 2020 Meeting
BERNARD PARK. The Friends of Fall City Parks
committee overseeing the development of Bernard
Park continues to clear the grounds of RVs and other
items. The goal: have the grounds cleared and mowed
by Fall City Day 2020. Scout Troop 425 mentioned
their desire to assist in the task.
ROAD SAFETY. The Preston-Fall City Road needs better
lighting and slower speeds. The stretch of Hwy 202
from the gun club to the lower falls has limited sight
distance and summertime parking issues. President
Donaldson is looking for a leader to form a committee
for Fall City road and traffic issues.
FCCA SCHOLARSHIP. Applications due March 17.
Eligibility: Graduating senior, living in the FCES
boundary; demonstrated academic skills, going
on to further education, have a financial need, and
have volunteered in the Fall City Community. The
Neighbors Newsletter Scholarship, in addition,
requires an interest in pursuing education or a
career in the media (newspaper, TV, podcasts, radio,
and/or photojournalism) or in the public-service
sector (elected political office, nonprofit service
organizations, etc.). Students should check with Mount
Si High School counselor regarding scholarships.
ADOPT A HIGHWAY. The FCCA has had a long-term
sponsorship for “Adopt a Highway,” and recognized
that the trash cleanup has been done solely, for the last
several years, by Ralph Westermann.
GARAGE SALE WEEKEND. A volunteer is needed to lead
the upcoming Garage Sale Weekend scheduled for
June 5–7. Interested? Contact Angela at ilovefallcity@
gmail.com.
FALL CITY DAY, JUNE 13. The Fall City Day 2020 shirt
design was revealed. This all-volunteer event needs
many more volunteers. The committee meets
Thursdays (6:30 to 8:00 p.m.)—March 12, April 9,

May 7, May 21, June 11, and June 13—in the Hauglie
Insurance Conference Room.
RELAY FOR LIFE. Tracy Osiadacz revealed that the
Fall City team raised over $11,000 in 2019 and will
conduct its own “Relay for Life” event in 2020 in Fall
City on Saturday, June 13.
RIVER TASK FORCE MEETING. Participants: reps from the
KC Sheriff’s department, KC County, Washington
Dept. of Fish & Wildlife, KC Parks, and Fall City
Floating (FCF). Findings: The river parking/launch
area was better organized this year. FCF was integral in
adding employees to act as on-river safety patrols and
picking up over 20 tons of garbage along the riverbanks.
FCF had very few full-capacity days, as the summer
temperatures were an average 3°F below last year. The
task force recommends additional “No Parking” areas
along Hwy 202 and on David Powell Road.
KC SUB-AREA PLAN. The sub-area plan is being updated,
which will have long-term and profound effects for
Snoqualmie Valley regarding land use and zoning.
There is a high-priority need for analytical volunteers
in this effort in order to be locally organized and
therefore heard by the KC long-term planners.
A local group of 12 residents/stakeholders will meet
regularly to aid the Fall City Community in gathering
comments to develop a vision of our rural town’s
future. The group will hold town-hall meetings and
focus groups to tackle some of the priority concerns
and issues.
For more information on FCCA meeting agendas,
minutes, and presentations go to www.fallcity.org.
NEXT FCCA MEETING: Tuesday, March 3
7:00 to 8:30 p.m.
Fall City Fire Station
4301 334th Place SE
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Community Information Event

O

n Saturday, March 14, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., the Fall City Community Association and the
Fall City Library are hosting a free community-information event at the library that will showcase
the dozens of clubs, organizations, interest groups, and community services available to residents of Fall
City. This is a casual, come-as-you-are event, where you can just stay 15 minutes, if you’d like, or for the
whole afternoon. People of all ages are welcome; please invite your friends!
Meet representatives from King County, SnoValley Transportation, Fall City Parks, Sno-Valley Senior
Center, Relay for Life, Fall City Historical Society, Fall City Arts, King County Fire District 27, Raging
River Conservation Group, Encompass, and many more organizations—dozens will have booths placed
throughout the library. Take this opportunity to connect with services and interest groups you might not
even know are available.
The FCCA and the Fall City Library joined forces for the first community-information event in 2017,
after Leadership Eastside, a local nonprofit dedicated to building stronger, connected communities,
gathered information about the needs of Fall City residents and presented their findings to the FCCA,
recommending ways to help residents become more knowledgeable and engaged in the community. For
more information, including the list of organizations that are invited, please visit www.FallCity.org.
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SOIL, FOOD, AND CLIMATE CHANGE
WORKSHOP TAKE AWAYS

A

s you talk, think, or debate about climate change,
double-check the science of your assumptions.
Most of us would think that using less oil and
gas, curbing deforestation, generating more solar,
geothermal, or nuclear power, driving electric cars,
and not eating beef would address our most serious
global-warming problems. Unfortunately, this would
merely slow global warming, not reverse it.
Since about 1950, humans on our planet have been
living with more carbon dioxide and other greenhouse
gases in the atmosphere than ever before in human
history. We are in uncharted territory. There is good
science to guide us, but it is speculative in that we
don’t know for sure what is going to happen.
Paul Hawken, editor of the book Drawdown, says
he was shocked to learn that after studying all of
the relevant peer-reviewed science, calculating the
probable effects of more than 100 solutions, estimating
the costs and cost-benefits of those solutions,
and adjusting the solutions for the impacts of
implementing and pursuing them all at the same time,
the most significant and impactful ways to reverse
climate change (that is, to achieve drawdown, the
point at which the amount of carbon in the atmosphere
starts to decrease) are as follows.
To ensure that all girls, worldwide, are educated
at least through the 10th grade (#6) and that familyplanning strategies (#7) be adopted globally to
secure the economic well-being of the entire human
population: to let all women have children by choice
rather than chance, to plan their family size and age
distribution, and give them autonomy and dignity.
The actual, singular #1 solution is managing
refrigeration (i.e., refrigerators, store coolers, and air
conditioners), which have released CFCs and HCFCs
that remain in circulation and retain their potential
harm to the ozone layer. International efforts are
underway to find new refrigerant solutions. The #2
solution, perhaps not surprisingly, is onshore wind
turbines.
But #3 is a gobsmack: reduce food waste. With all
the hunger in the world (including in the U.S.), wasted
food generally ends up in anaerobic landfills. As the
food decays, it emits methane gas, a greenhouse gas

GARDEN CORNER

by Susan Miller

that is 25 times more harmful than carbon dioxide.
What’s the easiest solution to adopt? Probably
solution #4: Eat a plant-rich diet. You don’t have to be
vegan—just eat more food from plants.
Poor soil and food choices are top climate-change
causes. Soil has been so significantly degraded
worldwide in the past 40 years that we have lost
one-third of all productive, arable farmland globally.
Ramped-up tillage and chemical use is primarily to
blame, and the world is expected to lose another third
of its arable land by the end of this century.
For many of the 135 attendees at the Soil, Food
and Climate Change Workshop on February 15, this
was appalling news. The good news is that farmers
and gardeners are learning slowly that regenerative
farming (no tilling; crop rotation and diversification;
always covering soil with cover crops; and enriching
soil with organic matter) lessens fuel costs and reduces
both the costs and usage of herbicides, pesticides,
and commercial fertilizers, while still increasing
production. Dr. David Montgomery tells that story
over and over to surprised audiences.
Ann Biklé (who is also Montgomery’s wife) looks
more closely at soil and has discovered that building
soil upward with leaves, dead plants, worms, and
compost and never tilling enables her to rebuild soil
3 to 4 times faster than it can be replaced by nature.
The new soil is also far more carbon-rich because its
creation removes carbon from the atmosphere and
returns it to the soil. Consider that a gardener/farmer
can steadily build rich soil in 6 to 7 years using no-till
methods or can lose an inch every 30 years to tillage,
wind, water, and chemicals. It generally takes nature
100 years to build an inch of soil.
This garden article can’t condense all the
information that was provided on soil, food, and
climate change at the workshop. The great news for
those who are interested but couldn’t attend is that the
speeches were video recorded and should be available
to the public on the Fall City website (www.fallcity.
org). You can also watch the excellent 12-minute
(Continued on page 7)
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(“Garden Corner,” continued)

video of Paul Hawken on the website, describing
Project Drawdown, at www. fallcity.org/climate.
Watching these will show that we’re all part of a
multiplier effect on global warming and we should
strive to be part of the dynamic of its reversal.
As you proceed to March planting, try to minimally
disturb your soil, just enough to get plants and/or
seeds in the ground. Interplant your crops with plants
that differ in size and are happy to grow in the shade
of your primary plants. Native American women from
Mexico to Montana have loved to plant the “Three
Sisters” of corn, beans, and squash together in a rich
square-foot of soil. The sun-seeking, straight-growing

corn does not mind the winding tendril of beans
groping widely till they wrap around a permanent
stalk. The slow-growing, shade-throwing squash
crawls laterally, filling in the holes with its leaves and
bulbous fruit body.
This winter, I am amassing more tidy ground cover
for my perennial gardens. Now that I know to cover
soil, my sense of order directed me to buy dwarf green
mondo grass. We’ll see what other elegantly simple
groundcovers I can find.
susanamiller@hotmail.com
Master Gardener and
Master Pruner

FIRE DISTRICT 27 UPDATE—CHIEF CONNOR
OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE LEVY UPDATE. Last spring,
voters in Fire District 27 indicated their preference
to remain an independent agency. The fire district
funding comes primarily from levies.
REGULAR LEVY. The district operates primarily from a
regular levy, which can result in collection of up to a
maximum of $1.50 per $1000 of assessed valuation
(AV), subject to a 1% increase annually. The cost of
labor, goods, and services has continued to rise at
a rate in excess of the 1% limit, therefore the levy
amount has decreased to about $1.16 in 2020.
EXCESS LEVY. A voter-approved 4-year maintenance
& operations (M&O) levy of $475,000 has been
collected annually, beginning in 2017 and ending this
year. The fire district will be seeking voter approval,
likely at the general election in November, for a 4-year
M&O levy to replace the existing one. The actual
amount to be requested is still being calculated;
however, the replacement levy will likely need to be at
least $650,000 annually.
KAYAK RESCUE/RECENT BOAT RESPONSE. The Snoqualmie
River rose rapidly at the end of January, resulting
in a Phase 3 flood alert on Friday, January 31. On

Saturday, February 1, midmorning, a pair of kayakers
in the North Bend area encountered difficulty. The
boat from Fall City was dispatched. Just about
the time we arrived, it was confirmed that both
kayakers were safe on the riverbank, and the boat
was cancelled. We had two other dispatches later that
same day and evening, in the Snoqualmie area. In
both cases, the boat was cancelled prior to reaching
the scene. (The FD27 boat with crew was used to
assist in a river rescue in Duvall during that same
high-water event.) Best advice: Respect the power of
the Snoqualmie River. Do not drive into floodwater.
Turn around; don’t drown! Watch the beauty and
power of the river from a safe place.
FIRE DISTRICT 27 HONORS MEMBERS AT ANNUAL BANQUET.
On Sunday, January 26, current and past members
of Fall City Fire District 27, along with their guests,
attended an annual appreciation banquet held at the
Roadhouse Inn. Four of the district’s recent hires—
Parker Dumas, Dylan Lindberg, Noah Fleming,
and Parker McKinnon—were welcomed into the
department. Firefighter Josh Yancey was recognized
for completion of 10 years of service. Firefighter Scott
Fleming and Lieutenant Jake Koehnen were each
recognized for completion of 15 years of service.
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P.O. Box 293, Fall City, WA 98024

historylives@fallcityhistorical.org

www.fallcityhistorical.org

Support for our work from King County Heritage 4Culture is gratefully acknowledged.
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March Sno-Valley Senior Center Events
BECOMING WASHINGTON

Wednesday, March 11, 1:00 p.m. What conditions
existed for your ancestors to leave their home and
make a journey to the Pacific Northwest? Janice
Lovelace focuses on the push-and-pull factors for
immigration and settlement in the mid-19th to mid-20th
centuries. A free presentation sponsored by KCLS.
AFTERNOON BUNCO

Thursday, March 19, 1:00–3:00 p.m. Enjoy a fun
afternoon of Bunco, led by Alison Cook. Never
played? No problem. We’ll show you how! We need at
least 12 people to play—sign up at the front desk.

dinner with all the fixings for just $15 in advance, $20
at the door. Bid on delicious desserts baked by SVSC
members. Purchase tickets at www.snovalleysenior.org.
HAVE A WONDERFUL LIFE—PLAN A GOOD DEATH

Wednesday, April 1, 1:00 p.m. It is critically
important to you and your loved ones to make your
end-of-life wishes known. This presentation from End
of Life Washington will include information about the
creation of advanced medical directives, appointment
of medical power of attorney, and frank and open
discussions about death with your family.
SPRING HEALTH AND WELLNESS FAIR

CATPALOOZA RAINBOW BINGO

Friday, March 20, 6:30 p.m. (Doors open at 6:00
p.m.) It’s time to PAW-ty! Join us for a delightful
cat-themed Rainbow Bingo hosted by the wonderful
Sylvia O’Stayformore! You’ll enjoy bingo games,
prizes, Jell-O shots, and more! ($15 per person, $25
per couple. Everyone pays at the door.)
SPRING DINNER AND DESSERT AUCTION

Saturday, March 28, 6:00 p.m. (one seating). Going
once, going twice, SOLD! Enjoy a wonderful spring
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Tuesday, April 7, 10:00 a.m.–noon. Enjoy over 20
local health providers, free fitness classes, workshops,
giveaways, and free lunch at this fun and informative
event! Evergreen Health Mobile Mammogram Coach
will be here from 9:00 a.m. to noon. Make your
appointment at 425-899-2831.
For more information, or to register for classes and
events, go to www.snovalleysenior.org or call 425333-4152.

March 2020
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MARCH 2020 FALL CITY COMMUNITY CALENDAR

(Please send calendar items to Andree Hurley at andree@seattlehometour.com. Deadline is the 10th of each month.)

TUESDAY, MARCH 3

10:00 a.m. Toddler Story Time. Newborn to age 3 with
adult, siblings welcome. Stories, books, songs and
surprises! Help your child get ready to read. FC Library.
11:00 a.m. Preschool Story Time. Ages 3 and older with
adult, siblings welcome. Share books sing songs and
have fun with other preschool pals! Explore Early Literacy
activities to help children learn to read. Fall City Library.
7:00–8:30 p.m. Fall City Community Association Meeting
at the Fall City Fire Station.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4

10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Join us inside the Masonic Hall to
start seeds in small pots for early, cool weather crops, which
will be transplanted into the FC Learning Garden to grow
produce for the FC Comm. Food Pantry! We will share extra
seeds and starts with volunteers. Bring garden gloves.
3:00–5:00 p.m. Study Zone-Free Homework Help (grades
K–12). Bring study materials, worksheets, notes, practice
materials, assigned reading, or other instructions needed
to complete your assignment to the Fall City Library.
THURSDAY, MARCH 5

3:00 p.m. Grades 5–12. Drop-in between school and
home to meet friends, snack, game, study or try different
craft or tech activities each session at the Fall City Library.
Sponsored by Friends of the Fall City Library.
7:30–9:00 p.m. Adult co-ed volleyball at Fall City
Elementary School Gym. All skill levels welcome.
MONDAY, MARCH 9

7:00 p.m. Fall City Fire District 27 Board of Commissioners
meeting at the fire station.
TUESDAY, MARCH 10
7:00 p.m. Fall City Metropolitan Park District Mtg. FC Library.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11
3:00 p.m. Study Zone–Free Homework Help (see March 4).
THURSDAY, MARCH 12
3:00 p.m. Grades 5–12. Drop in at the FC Library (see March 5).
4:30 p.m. Friends of the Fall City Library meeting. FC Library.
7:30–9:00 p.m. Adult co-ed volleyball at FCES Gym.
SATURDAY, MARCH 14
11:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. Community Engagement Event at the
Fall City Library. Learn about the many clubs, organizations,
interest groups, and community services available in Fall
City. Meet your neighbors, join organizations, and make new
friends. Sponsored by the Fall City Community Association.
TUESDAY, MARCH 17
10:00 a.m. Toddler Story Time (see March 3)
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11:00 a.m. Preschool Story Time (see March 3)
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18
10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Weather permitting we will be planting
early spring vegetables into containers at the Learning Garden,
and direct sowing scallions, radishes, cilantro, and beneficial
flowers such as phacelia and calendula. Bring your garden work
gloves and trowels, if you have them.
3:00–5:00 p.m. Study Zone (see March 4).
4:00–5:30 p.m. Book Swap. Bring your good condition books
to the library and trade them in for some new-to-you titles.
Children’s books should be appropriate for ages newborn to
12. Limit 5 trade-ins per child and 3 trade-ins per adult, per
event. Sponsored by the Friends of the Fall City, North Bend,
and Snoqualmie libraries.
THURSDAY, MARCH 19
3:00 p.m. Grades 5–12. Drop in at the FC Library (see March 5).
7:00 p.m. Raging River Riders monthly meeting. Board, 7:00
p.m.; general, 7:30 p.m. Valley Christian Assembly Church,
32725 SE 42nd St, Fall City. Front entrance, please.
SATURDAY, MARCH 21
10:00–11:30 a.m. Trellis Gardening Forum at the Fall City
Library. March will be a hands-on meeting on “How to Start
Seeds and Transplant Seedlings.”
10:00 a.m. Encompass Rocks the Valley. A family concert series
supporting the new pediatric therapy and early learning center
being built in Snoqualmie. Sing-along songs from Grammynominated artist Caspar Babypants. North Bend Theater.
5:00–8:00 p.m. Sips Suds and Si Art Walk. North Bend
Downtown Foundation.
TUESDAY, MARCH 24
10:00 a.m. Toddler Story Time (see March 3).
11:00 a.m. Preschool Story Time (see March 3).
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25
3:00 – 5:00 p.m. Study Zone (see March 4).
THURSDAY, MARCH 26
3:00 p.m. Grades 5–12. Drop in at the FC Library (see March 5).
7:30–9:00 p.m. Adult co-ed volleyball at FCES Gym.
TUESDAY, MARCH 31
10:00 a.m. Toddler Story Time (see March 3).
10:30 a.m. Parent Talks: Positive Discipline. A model based on
the idea that there are no bad children, just good and bad
behaviors. Discover ways you can encourage the behavior
you’d like to see continue and discourage the behaviors you’d
like to see stop. Fall City Library
11:00 a.m. Preschool Story Time (see March 3).

