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Fall City resident Maria Hance checking on the size of the pumpkins in the family pumpkin patch.

October Highlights

IN THIS ISSUE

VOTE!—page 11

Sponsors.................................2, 4, 6, 10, 14
Editor’s Note............................................. 2
Fall City Community Association........ 3, 8
Garden Corner.....................................5, 13
FD 27 Levy Information........................... 7
Fall City Historical Society...................... 9
Special Editor’s Note: VOTE...................11

Registering and Voting, Nov. 2020..........11
FD 27 Fire Safety Tips............................ 12
Bringing the “Fall” Back to Fall City..... 13
Sno-Valley Senior Center.........................14
Fall City Community Food Pantry......... 15
Community Calendar...............................16

Fall returns!—
page 13

Fall City Neighbors

Newsletter Donors (October 2019–September 2020)
Bonnie Barker and Pauline Madden
Edward Berglund
Patricia Calvin
Nile and Marilee Clarke
Arleen Eby
Noma and Craig Edwards
Fall City Historical Society
Laura and Nolan Gilliam
Judy Gunderson
Teresa Kluver, Glenn Boettcher

Carrie and Dean Lee
Claire Nold-Glaser and Jeff Glaser
Gerald and Betty Ostrom
Sandra and Bradley Prescott
John and Marion Querro/
Gloria Morgan
Sno-Valley Senior Center
Jeremie Wilkins
Paula Young

*Donations received after September 11
will be acknowledged in the November
2020 issue.
You are invited to donate to Fall City
Neighbors to help us cover expenses of
the coming year. Please make your check
to “FCCA/Fall City Newsletter,” and mail
to: Fall City Neighbors Newsletter, P.O.
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EDITOR’S NOTE

T

he weather has changed! Fall is officially here. NFL football is back, and school has begun—both in ways
intended to accommodate COVID-19. The November 3 election is fast upon us, ranging from local district
issues to the office of President. Locally, Fire District 27 is once more on the ballot: a replacement for the expiring
levy. (For more info, see page 7.)
Fall City community members have come together to handle fires and other first-responder situations, from
the days of bucket brigades, the formation of Fire District 27 in 1946, and through to the present day, by serving
as career firefighters, fire chiefs, volunteers, and voters approving funding for the department. FD 27 is headed
into its 75th year in rather good shape, with district vehicles and apparatus paid for and in good condition, a
new power load for the aid car, new bunker gear for the firefighters, and a new training program. It is somehow
fitting to see that the final station-remodeling payment will be made in a few months, during the year of its
diamond jubilee.
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Community News and Notes
FALL CITY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
Highlights of the September 2020 Meeting
FORMER BEVERAGE STOP BUILDING. Beth and Mark
Traverso would like to transform it into a real asset to
the community, beginning with the front façade. One
portion of the building will house Beth’s real-estate
office, and they are open to hearing ideas about the
remaining space.
TRAFFIC AND ROAD SAFETY SURVEY. As of September 1,
469 responses have been received, with a 69%
completion rate. To reach the goal of 550, or 15% of
the voting population, the response time was extended
to September 7. Preliminary finds suggest that traffic
safety is certainly an issue, along with vehicle speed,
road conditions, and pedestrian walkways, including
strong support for the Westside Trail along Rt. 202,
between Chief Kanim and the library, and a roundabout on the south side of the 202 bridge. A full report
will be made at the October 6 FCCA meeting.
NEIGHBORHOOD STEWARDS—MAP YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
(MYN). The MYN program can help Fall City
neighborhoods prepare for disasters by creating
neighborhood maps showing gas meters, propane
tanks, generators, households that need extra help,
gathering sites, etc., as well as knowing what to do
in the first 60 minutes of a disaster. We anticipate
a January launch of the program in select Fall City
communities.
VIRTUAL NIGHT OUT—A CAMPAIGN THAT PROMOTES POLICECOMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS. The Fall City Virtual
National Night Out has been cancelled for this year.
Organizer Carrie Lee says, “We will rally again next
year, when taking pictures together no longer requires
6 feet of separation.”
KING COUNTY LIBRARY UPDATES. FC Library is open two
days per week (Wednesdays, 1:00–7:30 p.m.; Fridays,
10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.) for curbside pickup. Use the
KCLS app on your phone, or call and come and pick
up your holds. Students: Tutor.com is free on the
library website.

FALL CITY FIRE DEPT UPDATES, SEE PAGE 7.
FALL CITY METROPOLITAN PARK DISTRICT UPDATES. The
West Side Trail grant application has been submitted
to WSDOT seeking construction funds. Our project
is pretty timely for the traffic right-of-way group,
because they are initiating a two-section route study
from 244th through Fall City to Hwy 203, evaluating
intersections with less-than-optimal safety records.
A large portion of our trail goes alongside Fall City
Elementary School. The newly installed fence posts
have been moved as close to the right-of-way as they
could get without an official survey, allowing room for
the future 10-foot-wide paved trail. Start walking out
there anytime. Bernhard Park: Perry and his team of
volunteers keep working on it. Start using it. We are
working on environmental review.
FALL CITY FLOATING NEAR-END-OF-SEASON RECAP. Total
number of floaters to date: 14,861 (down 11% from
2019); number of equipment renters to date: 10,800
(up 27% from 2019); life jacket–only rentals: 383;
busiest shuttle day: 562 users over 8 hours (900 in
2019); hours of trash pickup: 1431 and counting
(7000 total man-hours/summer); Sat/Sun off-duty
deputy hours: 144. Our COVID-19 protocol seems
to be working for us. Only three positive cases of
COVID-19 in Fall City since July 1. Free-for-use life
jackets provided by fire departments are available in
our parking lot.
FISH HATCHERY BRIDGE REPAIR PROJECT UPDATE. FCCA
board members decided to engage the community on
this topic via a brief survey. Survey results available
on fallcity.org. King County representatives are
available to participate in a Zoom meeting with
affected neighborhoods on Wednesday, October 7, at
6:00 p.m. Zoom meeting link: https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/81873206322?pwd=bXRua2tVQmptTndjdWoyO
E8xYIZzQT09.
(Continued on p. 8)
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CLIMATE CHANGE, COVID-19,
AND GARDENING
“If we learn the lessons of COVID-19, we can
approach climate change more informed about the
consequences of inaction, and more prepared to
save lives and prevent the worst possible outcome,
[provided we]:
• Let science and innovation lead the way.
• Make sure solutions work for poor countries too.
• Start now.”

—Bill Gates (GatesNotes, “Climate and the
Coronavirus,” 8/4/20)

I

t is audacious of me to connect these topics, but
I feel we must. The world’s COVID-19 death toll
to date of 600,000 is an annualized death rate of 14
per 100,000 people. By the year 2060, with global
temperatures rising, mortality due to climate change
will climb to the same rate, 14 deaths per 100,000.
We need to find zero-carbon ways to produce
electricity, grow food, warm and cool buildings, move
people and goods around the world, and develop
new seeds to help the world’s poorest people (many
of whom are subsistence farmers) adapt to a less
predictable climate.
“Find zero-carbon ways to grow food.” There is
our challenge! This may well mean minimal or no
machine tilling and minimal or no soil disturbance—
especially when windy. No mowers, no blowers, no
machines. Cover all the soil with plant material, plant
trees anywhere and everywhere, and process animals
into food using little-to-no transportation. Fish with
little-to-no dependence on motorized boats. Impossible?
Perhaps. But climate change is already destroying
life and habitation for thousands with fires, high
temperatures, and unpredictable, catastrophic storms.
The National Gardening Association reports that 35%
of households in the U.S. now grow their own food. This
compares closely with the 40% of households that grew
their own produce during World War II.
The 2020 International Rose Trials in Switzerland
required that all 81 submissions from around the world
have “zero spraying,” to protect the environment.
A hopeful awareness! Their gold-medal white rose,
‘Oscar Peterson,’ is grown on its own root, is cold
hardy and heat tolerant from Zones 3 through 8, is

GARDEN CORNER

by Susan Miller

surprisingly disease resistant, blooms recurrently, is
tough, and is a great pollinator magnet. A win-win for
rosarians and climate change.
As we all work toward sustainability in the Valley,
we compost more, thereby enriching our soil. As this
movement gains traction, wider use of composting
continues to decrease our carbon footprint. The
ultimate recycling is to return well-rotted organic food
waste, animal waste, and even biosolids into our soils,
which pulls down more carbon from the atmosphere.
Planting more trees also reduces climate change,
because native trees like oaks, maples, and conifers
store the greenhouse gas carbon dioxide.
Even our smaller plant choices help with climate
change. Gardeners are taking a hint from nature to
put more native plants in the ground. They include
plants such as mahonia, salal, ribes aureum, ribes
sanguineum, Pacific madrone, Lewisia, bush anemone,
California lilac, monkeyflower, wild flowers, California
sage (though California has lost as much as 80% of
its local plants in some areas), mountain laurel, red
trillium, and Rocky Mountain columbine. Perhaps
the most important reason to plant natives is to reduce
the stress on the area’s natural resources. Woodland
gardens need little or no extra watering and grow in soil
mixed to mimic that of the local forest floor.
Ultimately, the availability of water will dictate
what gardeners should or shouldn’t do regarding
watering. When you think of your plants that have
died this year, lack of water likely contributed to their
demise. My ten skeletal conifers died from insufficient
watering or, maybe, from needing more than I can
make available. Is a new norm emerging?
Walt Bubelis, a noted plantsman in the Seattle area
who founded the Edmunds Horticultural Program
in the 1970s, told me in a 2019 interview for this
column, “We need to explore the boundaries of new
and unfamiliar plants from our southern hemisphere
as our climate warms. Consider pittosporum, hoheria,
olearia, acradenia, libertia, and podocarpus to increase
garden diversity.” Walt’s plants are native to Australia,
New Zealand, South Asia, and/or South America.
(Continued on p. 13)
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(FCCA Highlights, continued from p. 3)

SNOQUALMIE VALLEY NEEDS ASSESSMENT. The Snoqualmie
Valley Needs Assessment includes service, program,
and capital-improvement projects, supports the
community’s 20-year vision, is community identified,
lists County work, clearly states whether the county
can implement a project (and when) or not, and will be
used to inform budget development. Send your ideas
for services you would like to see to ilovefallcity@
gmail.com and asklocalservices@kingcounty.gov.
5TH DISTRICT STATE REPRESENTATIVE BILL RAMOS. The
big issues in the next session include COVID-19, the
economic crisis, and social justice. Rep. Ramos is a
member of the police-policy leadership team, looking
at how to make a more equitable system working with
law enforcement not against them, noting that some
in law enforcement want change as well. Funding in
transportation has drastically gone down about 21
million dollars. We are putting our list together and
figuring out ways to fund our projects.
COUNCILMEMBER KATHY LAMBERT. King County Jail and
Sheriff’s Office. King County Jail is the second largest
mental institution in WA state because by law you
must take care of the medical needs of incarcerated
people, and the cost is astronomical. For at least five
years, our officers have been shifting from viewing
themselves as warriors to guardians, acknowledging
that officers deal with people who are mentally ill.
Across the country, King County is viewed as top in
the nation. When we are talking about what has gone
wrong, things have not been perfect, but we are in
much better territory. We are working on how to make
changes, but social services are not being funded like
they used to be, and officers pick up the slack. If you
have ideas for changes in the Sheriff’s Office, let me
know, but be sure you know what is happening. The
KC Sheriff’s department is not flush. Look at the
budget and let me know what should be cut.
Today we passed the Fourth COVID budget. King
County has been given $262 million to help people
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with all kinds of needs, dating from the beginning
of COVID-19 to December 30. We have money for
restaurants, Healthlink, legal counseling, domestic
violence, and sexual abuse. Domestic violence is up
25%; sexual assault up 22%. Be aware.
KING COUNTY DEPT OF LOCAL SERVICES DIRECTOR, JOHN
TAYLOR. COVID grants. We have $3.5 million we are
trying to get to businesses via $5000 grants. The 225
awards in Round 1 came in at under $1 million. We
have adjusted the criteria for Round 2, allowing more
businesses to be eligible.
356th Drive SE. Road Services division has been busy
doing borings, testing, project designs. Construction
was expected to start Sept. 21 and be completed in 65
workdays. The road will open at night and an alternate
route in will be provided for residents only.
Sewer capacity in Fall City. We are looking now
at a large community drain field and talking with the
Dept. of Health to get a consultant on board to do a
feasibility study and design.
Snoqualmie Valley Community Service Area Town
Hall Meeting. Monday, October 26. (See the the item
in the calendar on page 16.)
Floating and COVID-19. COVID-19 cases have
been few in Fall City (7) and, overall, very few in
the Snoqualmie Valley. Contract tracing tells us
it is people letting their guard down and having
family gatherings. It is the judgement of the medical
community that outside activity is relative lowrisk, compared to other activities. There is a good
chance we will still have COVID-19 around next
summer. Even if we have a vaccine, we will still be
trying to manage the pandemic. The river is a public
conveyance. We try to find the way to manage it the
best we can. Give us constructive comments.
Trash collection. We have a Conservation Corps
deployed to Fall City every Monday and will keep
them here while the weather is warm. I will reiterate
to them where people have seen garbage.

October 2020

P.O. Box 293, Fall City, WA 98024

historylives@fallcityhistorical.org

www.fallcityhistorical.org

Support for our work from King County Heritage 4Culture is gratefully acknowledged.
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SPECIAL EDITOR’S NOTE

VOTE

I

cannot recall a November election when I felt so
strongly about encouraging every eligible citizen
to register and to follow through with their vote.
Decisions made by elected officials at all levels of
government and those appointed by elected officials
impact the lives of every American citizen and any
other persons within our borders. Who is in the
position of power and how they wield that power
determines many of the options open to each of
us: access to, quality of, and cost of medical care,
education, healthy food, housing, water, employment,
services, equal justice under the law, voting, factual/
reliable information, and more. People and parties
approach issues differently. Who best represents your
views on a responsible approach for dealing with the
current complicated and challenging issues facing us?
Where do they stand on such issues as the COVID-19
pandemic, filling vacant Supreme Court positions,
tax breaks, the treatment of families/children
seeking asylum, the USPS slowdown, systemic racial

discrimination, damage to CDC credibility, Russian
interference in U.S. elections, relationships with other
countries, Black Lives Matter, defunding the police,
climate change, and infrastructure?
Decisions are made at all levels of government. Your
responsibility and opportunity to influence responsible
review and possible change on these issues at each
of the levels is at the ballot box. Your individual vote
carries the most weight on the November 3 ballot
on the most local of issues, like the Fall City FD
27 Maintenance and Operation Levy, replacing the
retiring M&O levy (see page 7). Combined with those
of like-minded voters, however, your vote has impact
up the line, to and including determining the next
president of the United States. Take the time to get
informed. While your voice is heard when you talk
with friends and neighbors, put up signs, post (civilly)
on social media, and gather together to march, in the
end, when it comes to elections, your vote is your
voice. Use it. Make it count!

REGISTERING AND VOTING: NOVEMBER GENERAL ELECTION
REGISTERING TO VOTE. Now through October 26,
voters can register to vote and update their
registration online at kingcounty.gov/elections.
Mail-in registrations must be received by October
26. The deadline for in-person registration is
November 3 at 8:00 p.m. To help slow the spread
of COVID-19 in our community, King County
Elections currently provides virtual service only.
During the voting period (October 15–November
3) voting centers will open (face coverings over
nose and mouth required) for those who need
assistance or missed deadlines; however, those
able to utilize online tools are encouraged to do
so. If you have any questions or need assistance,
e-mail elections@kingcounty.gov or call 206296-VOTE (8683).

HOW TO RETURN YOUR BALLOT. Mail in your ballot
or use our local ballot drop box located at the
Fall City Library. If you wish to drop your ballot
off at a voting center, the information will be
available online at the King County Elections
website (kingcounty.gov/elections) when locations
and times are set. Ballots must be postmarked by
November 3 or returned to a ballot drop box by
8:00 p.m. on November 3.
The elections website can also help you find
your precinct, legislative district, etc.; learn about
the candidates and measures appearing on your
ballot in great detail; track the progress of your
ballot; review your voting history as far back as
2004; and more.
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(Garden Corner, continued from p. 5)

After researching, I found these plants have small
green leaves in common, which means they serve
well as back-of-garden or boundary plants. They are
heat-tolerant, thick-leaved evergreen plants. Libertia
peregrinans are stiff-shafted, grass-like orange eyecandy. Their failure to thrive on my farm a decade ago
was possibly due to our aqueous winters, but maybe
now, or 20 to 40 years from now, they will grow better
with more warmth.
My one podocarpus (aka, Buddhist pine), a true
conifer, has narrow, dark-green, yew-like leaves.
It grows naturally in tropical mountainous regions
of China and Japan that receive constant moisture.
Research into whether tropical plants can survive the

drier weather due to climate change has not yet been
determined. The Darwinian theory that they will
adapt offers hope, but the accelerating rate of climate
change may outpace the capacity to adapt.
Changing our behavior now may feel like
“bucking” the system. But the status quo has got
to go, so a “critical mass” of people must move
differently. COVID-19 forced petroleum consumption
down dramatically this year, yet Bill Gates says we’re
going right up in usage. Climate action on such a
scale, indefinitely, will be needed from us all to save
the planet.
susanamiller@hotmail.com
Master Gardener/Master Pruner

Bringing the “Fall” Back to Fall City
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October Sno-Valley Senior Center Events
CONTINENTAL CAFE ON ZOOM

MADE-FROM-SCRATCH MEALS

Tuesday, Oct. 6 and 27, 9:00 a.m. Grab a cup of
coffee/tea/juice and join us for a morning conversation
about different topics! Register at our website or
e-mail kiraa@soundgenerations.org for the Zoom
information.

Monday–Friday, Noon–12:30 p.m. During
COVID-19, we are still providing meals. You can
order a meal to pick up or for delivery (if needed).
Call 425-333-4152 the day before to order your
meal(s). $5 suggested donation for seniors 60+; $10
guests under 60. See our menu on our website!

1920s VIRTUAL GALA AND AUCTION

Saturday, Oct. 17, 6:30 p.m. The Sno-Valley Senior
Center Annual Gala and Auction is happening online
for the very first time! Go to the event website at
snovalleysenior.org/events/annual-auction to learn
about how to register, what the event will look like, see
the items we have available, and support the Sno-Valley
Senior Center! We look forward to celebrating with you.
LET’S GROW TOGETHER

Tuesday, Oct. 13, 10:00 a.m. Learn about the India
Association of Western Washington and how they
have maintained programming during COVID.
Tuesday, Oct. 27, 10:00 a.m. Learn more about
GenPride, your resource for LGBTQIA+ aging.

SNO-VALLEY SENIOR CENTER VOLUNTEER REQUEST!

We are interested in forming a pool of volunteers who
would be willing to drive seniors to appointments in
the area (Redmond, Issaquah, Bellevue). As a driver,
you would need to be comfortable assisting a senior
into your car, escorting them into their appointment,
and waiting for them to finish so you can bring them
home. Masks to be worn at all times during COVID.
Appointment times will vary. All volunteers will
need to complete a volunteer application and agree
to a background and driving-record screen. For more
information, please call Kelly at 425-333-4152 or
e-mail kellyf@soundgenerations.org.

For more information, to order meals, or to register for classes and events,
go to www.snovalleysenior.org or call 425-333-4152.
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OCTOBER 2020 FALL CITY COMMUNITY CALENDAR

(Please send calendar items to Andree Hurley at andree@seattlehometour.com. Deadline is the 10th of each month.)

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6
7:00 p.m. Fall City Community Association meeting. Virtual
meeting on Zoom and Facebook Live.
WEDNESDAYS, OCTOBER 7 AND 21
11:00 a.m.–Noon. Hopelink Mobile Market van at FC Library.
MONDAY, OCTOBER 12
7:00 p.m. Fall City Fire District 27 Board of Commissioners
meeting. Visit king27fire.com for instructions on how to
connect with the online video conference and audio-only
teleconference. Outdoor residential burning is on this
agenda.
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13
FC Metropolitan Park District meeting. For meeting time and
location visit fallcityparks.org or e-mail info@fallcityparks.org.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17
10:00–11:30 a.m. Trellis meeting. Topic: Soil! How to prepare
your soil: soil development, composting, and cover crops.
Given COVID-19 group meeting restrictions, for most up-todate meeting location information, please check the Trellis
website http://trellis.ning.com Trellis is a great monthly forum
about gardening in the Fall City/Snoqualmie/North Bend
micro-climate. Learn and share information about growing
all kinds of edibles: vegetables, herbs, root crops, berries, and
fruits. Each month, the group discusses timely and seasonal
gardening topics. Everyone is welcome. Bring your vegetable
gardening ideas and share your experiences.
MONDAY, OCTOBER 26
7:00–9:00 p.m. Snoqualmie Valley/NE King County 2020 Town
Hall Meeting. Join the Zoom meeting by going to kingcounty.
gov/depts/local-services/programs/community-service-areas.
aspx or dial in: 1-253-215-8782. Meeting ID: 907 476 2461.

on the second and fourth Wednesday mornings, too. Our core
team of volunteers continues our garden work with social
distancing in mind. We welcome the help of community
members! If you come, please wear a mask and clean garden
gloves. October tasks include fall garden cleanup, using
garden waste to build compost, planting cover crops, and
planting garlic for harvest next summer. There may still be
some late crops to harvest. We will continue building raised
beds and garden structures. Garden access is from the alley
behind the Masonic Hall in the center of FC, 4304 337th Pl
SE. Visit our website at letusgarden.org or our FB page, www.
facebook.com/FallCityLearningGardenandPPatch.
QUARANTINE-O-WEEN IN
FALL CITY/NORTH BEND/SNOQUALMIE
As we celebrate Halloween 2020, the Center for Disease
Control and Prevention is advising against some of our
traditional Halloween events and traditions that are
considered high-risk, such as door-to-door trick-or-treating,
crowded indoor costume parties, indoor haunted houses, and
going on hayrides or tractor rides with people who are not
in your household, in favor of lower-risk activities. Moderaterisk activities include socially distanced outdoor costume
parades, visiting pumpkin patches where people use hand
sanitizer before touching pumpkins and masks are worn, and
one-way trick-or-treating where individually wrapped goodie
bags are lined up for families to grab-and-go at the end of
the driveway. Lowest-risk are activities from home and with
people you live with, putting up decorations and reaching
beyond your household by having a virtual Halloween
costume contest.
But something is in the works! Local Valley businesses are
discussing safe options for celebrating Halloween in the age
of COVID-19. Look for updates at fallcity.org/events.

OCTOBER AT THE FALL CITY LEARNING GARDEN
Scheduled garden workdays this month are Wednesdays,
October 7 and 21, 10:00 a.m. to noon. We are often there

A family of ghosts
demonstrate proper
Halloween dancing
protocol for this
year’s pandemicaffected holiday.
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