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EDITOR’S NOTE

F

all is here in Fall City. Embrace the cooler days, the changing colors of the leaves on the trees, and the look
of the farmlands and gardens with crops recently harvested or ready for harvest—quite different from their
spring and summer look. The fresh produce available in the markets has shifted to the colors of fall: the dark
oranges, yellows, and greens of winter squash, pumpkins, weirdly shaped gourds, and dried cornstalks.
While districts are challenged to make the changes and adopt the protocols to keep children safe—as well as
all the adults around them that perform needed and necessary duties to make it happen—schools are once again
in session and on site.
Autumn solstice, when the hours of darkness and light come close to matching, will be shifting toward
getting light later and dark earlier; so drivers, be extra careful to watch for pedestrians and bicycles, and you
walkers and bikers know how difficult it is to see you and take steps to be more visible to motorists. Each
season brings wonders to welcome and challenges to meet. May this fall in Fall City be experienced and
enjoyed as one of your best!
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Community News and Notes
FALL CITY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
Highlights of the September 2021 Meeting
TOLT DAM INUNDATION UPDATE. In Carnation, dam-failure
drills have been conducted for school children, but
no one else. The false alarm brought to light that
Carnation residents did not know what to do or where
to evacuate. We will work with the fire department
and the Dept. of Emergency Management to discuss
how Fall City would be impacted by the collapse of
the Tolt Dam: roads in and out can be impacted.
TAYLOR DEVELOPMENT DISCUSSIONS. Taylor Development
has reached out to the Fall City community to see what
our needs are. We have cluster housing with shared
sanitation facilities. Several properties involved on
332nd and 324th, also looking at 44th. If we were a
city, it would require compensation for parks, the arts,
community center, etc. Please offer ideas on what you
would like to see the developers provide to the town.
SUBAREA PLANNING COMMITTEE UPDATE. The current
focus is on housing. What do you envision housing
to look like? Please submit photos to ilovefallcity@
gmail.com. One-level, two-level, apartments, business
district vs non-business district housing.
BANNER POLE UPDATE. The new timber poles that will
allow banners to be hung across Highway 202 in town
are located next to El Caporal. A guide going across
from one to the other will allow low-impact ways of
hanging the banners announcing community events.
BUSINESS DISTRICT LARGE ON-SITE SEPTIC PROJECT UPDATE.
Fall City’s business district includes 62 parcels. Funds
are available to make two design alternatives. Plan
considerations include gathering information on how
much water is being used now, what the future density
of downtown is expected to be, etc. The business
community supports the project, and their HOA is
forming. The Department of Local Services is on
board. The project is on a path to start next year and
once construction is started it will take only a few
months to complete. The FCCA has been asked to be
the initial/interim permitting applicant and permitapplicant status shall be transferred to property

ownership entity prior to construction starting. The
FCCA membership approved the FCCA becoming the
initial permitting applicant for the project. Ultimately
the property owners will have to own the system
themselves; however, they have the option to farm out
the maintenance and billing.
FALL CITY METROPOLITAN PARK DISTRICT. Homestead Field,
the former Driscoll property where houses were lost
in the flood of 2008/2009 across from the flower stand
on 202 just outside Fall City, is usable by community
(see page 13). Westside Trail: We are moving forward
to 90% design stage so that when a round of grants
come up, we are ready to apply. Shout out to Sean
Weatherbee, who has been taking care of a portion
of the future Westside Trail between the Fall City
Elementary School fence and Highway 202.
FALL CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT. Survey. Chief Culp hopes
to have a survey out in a short time to plan the
future of the fire department. We are looking for
suggestions on how to make us better. We know the
community supports the fire department and want
them involved in our strategic planning along with
the commissioners and membership. Volunteers. In
addition, we will be taking applications for volunteers.
For more information, go to king27fire.com.
STATE DELEGATION UPDATES. Rep. Callan and Sen.
Mullet’s recent town hall included a lot of comments
on floating: trash, inebriation, bad behavior, concern
for environment, numbers, etc. We are continuing to
have conversations on bringing resources to floating.
We still expect Hwy 18/I90 interchange to be moving
forward and will be looking at the bids coming in. In
addition, on Sept. 21 initial redistricting for legislative
district proposals will be coming out, to be followed
by congressional redistricting proposals.

NEXT FCCA MEETING: Tuesday, October 5, 7:00 to
8:30 p.m. via Zoom and Facebook Live.
(Continued on p. 13)
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AS YOUR SOIL GETS DRIER . . .

Y

ou were promised a list of area native
tree nurseries in my September article on
Washington’s best carbon-sequestration trees. Here
it is! (to expand the list with details, go to kingcd.
org): Classic Nursery, Woodinville; Duvall Native
Tree Farm, Duvall; Flowers N Friends, Issaquah;
Go Natives!, Shoreline; Lazy S Nursery, Federal
Way; Madrona Nursery, Seattle; Oxbow Native Plant
Nursery, Carnation; Pacific Plants, Issaquah; Seattle
Native Plants, Burien; Tadpole Haven Native Plants,
Woodinville; and T&L Nursery, Woodinville.
You may ask how drought tolerant your fall plants
should be. We know only that future weather will
be more extreme, which translates to more rains,
flooding, and hotter, longer dry spells.
The American Conifer Society at www.acs.org says
that some pines and cypress endure drought best. That
includes the ponderosa pine, with its long taproot that
can reach deeper water sources. Its needles can absorb
the gentle moisture from fog and our misty PNW
rain. Mugo pines are tough mountain conifers that are
tight and reliably slow growing. Cypress/cupressus
macrophobia withstands low rainfall, poor soils,
and Pacific gales. The Lone Cypress on the Pebble
Beach golf course is estimated to be 250 years old,
takes little rain, and even endured fire. Mediterranean
conifers, able to handle low rainfall, include the
Spanish fir/abies pinsapo, cedrus libani/Cedar of
Lebanon (said to live 1,000 years) and the horizontal
blue cedrus atlanticus. The very blue Rocky Mountain
Colorado spruce/picea pungens is helped by wax on its
needles that reduces temperatures and transpiration.
Additional drought-tolerant conifers include cedrus
deodara, cupressus nootkatensis, cupressus arizonica,
cupressus macrocarpa, ginkgo biloba, juniperis,
microbiota decussata, picea banksiana, pinus contorta,
pinus jeffreyi, and pinus sylvestris.
Switching now to smaller drought-tolerant
perennials: Try Six Hills giant catmint/nepeta;
colorful ice plants/delosperma cooperii; fragrant
sumac; rhus. Ninebark/physocarpus; St. Johnswort/
hypericum; flowering orange quince/chaenomeles
(tolerant of pollution); bright to pastel yarrow/
achillea; and coneflower/echinacea. Also good choices
are aromatic salvia, deutzia, lantana, agastache,
ceanothus, smokebush, Russian sage, glossy abelia,

GARDEN CORNER

by Susan Miller

annual sun-thriving portulaca with their perky color;
blue spirea; sun rose; sunny viburnum; sun- and
shade-loving weigela; and red yucca. Lucky us with
such a long list!
“Under the most unforgiving of conditions, lamium
prevails.” Hm. The true native (lamium maculatum)
is a thug, so be careful. It is a thriving perennial if
you think of the cultivated Pink Chablis that blooms
delicately in the spring and summer. It tolerates cold,
heat, drought, and is deer resistant. As it spreads
quickly (yes it does), cut it back often. Lithodora
‘Grace Ward’ is great in rock gardens, enjoys sun, but
needs shade in extremely hot climates (what’s a “hot
climate” these days?).
Creeping thyme grows 4 inches tall, can be stepped
on, is great between pavers, can stand full sun and
drought, controls weeds with its dense habit, feeds
bees, and lasts 5 to 6 years. It is deer repellent, attracts
bees, and makes a dense carpet, but it does need
misting now and then. I knew there was a catch.
The best true native is mahonia ‘Charity’ with its
spikes of yellow blooms and profusion of blue berries.
How about sweet box or sarcococca ruscifolia, a
small-leafed plant that can “perfume” in a mass?
Grevillae from down under in Australia is
increasingly adaptive to the PNW with its long
growing season, is hummer attractant, drought
adaptive, repels (most) deer, has varied red/orange
colors, and is sized to 8 feet. How about our greenleaves year-round witch hazel, winter jasmine,
viburnum, and winterberry? Sounding lovely in color
and size.
Our native deciduous garden-worthy shrubs include
pacific ninebark, western serviceberry, western
burning bush, and western redbud. Salal is a lowmaintenance ground cover that thickens up when
in sunny spots, yet gets scrawny when in shade.
Evergreen huckleberry with its deep-red new shoots
sits well planted atop stumps in forest-edged land.
More drought-tolerant native plants that need
a minimum of moisture include gaura, bergenia,
euphorbia, belleflower/capanula, fleabane/erigeron,
(Continued on page 14)
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P.O. Box 293, Fall City, WA 98024
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Support for our work from King County Heritage 4Culture is gratefully acknowledged.
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ELECTRIC VEHICLES:
THE PRESENT IS BRIGHT; THE
FUTURE IS EVEN BRIGHTER!

FALL CITY
CLIMATE ACTION
COLLABORATIVE

by Carolyn Anderson, PE

I

f you’re considering getting an electric vehicle (EV)
to reduce your carbon footprint, it may interest you
to know just how great of an impact your carbonsavvy purchase will have. While an EV itself does
not generate greenhouse gases, there is a bit more to a
vehicle’s emissions than what is, or is not, coming out
of its tailpipe.
Greenhouse-gas emissions can be created at many
points between the origin of a fuel source—be it
an oil well in the Middle East or a wind turbine in
Ellensburg—and powering a vehicle. Emissions that
are created by a vehicle are called tailpipe emissions
and are nonexistent with an EV. But producing
and distributing fuel also creates emissions; these
emissions are referred to as upstream emissions.
Upstream emissions for gasoline-powered
vehicles are created in the extraction, refining,
and transportation of oil, gasoline, and diesel. For
every gallon of gas that reaches a car’s gas tank,
an additional 5 pounds of CO2 is created in getting
the fuel to that point. Unfortunately, on average our
gas-powered vehicles are 25% less efficient than they
appear on the mpg sticker, as the stated gas mileage
only includes tailpipe emissions. And more from the
“bad news about gas-powered vehicles” department:
These upstream emissions are not likely to improve
over time. In fact, they may even get worse as
extraction becomes more difficult (read: carbonintensive).
Generating electricity to charge electric cars can
also create greenhouse-gas emissions, which vary
widely depending on the source. While burning
coal to generate electricity creates 2.2 lbs of CO2
emissions per kWh, and natural gas creates 0.9 lbs
per kWh generated, renewable sources of energy
(wind, hydro, solar) are carbon emission-free. In Fall
City, PSE’s source mix currently consists of coal
(35%), natural gas (31%), hydro (23%), and wind
(9%), with several minor sources making up the
other 2%. The current source mix creates 1.17 lbs

of CO2 emissions per kWh of electricity generated.
With PSE already well on their way to phasing out
coal by 2025 and pledging to be net carbon zero by
2045, this number will only get better.
How can we compare carbon emissions from a
gas-powered car with an electric car? The answer
is elementary, my dear: watt-hours! An EV uses
between 250 and 350 watt-hours per mile, meaning
the vehicle travels 3 to 4 miles for every kilowatthour (kWh) of charge. If we assume that our EV
consumes 300 watt-hours to travel 1 mile, then we
get 3.3 miles out of 1 kWh. And generating 1 kWh
of electricity currently creates 1.17 lbs of CO2, so an
EV’s upstream (and total) emissions are 0.35 lbs of
CO2 per mile driven.
The average gasoline-powered passenger vehicle
gets 20 mpg. That 1 gallon of combusted gasoline
creates 19.6 lbs of CO2 in tailpipe emissions plus 5
lbs of upstream emissions. The gas-powered car is
therefore creating 1.25 lbs of CO2 per mile driven,
so powering the EV creates 3.5 times less emissions
overall.
In other words, with the current electricity source
mix here in Washington, powering an EV will
contribute as much carbon emissions as a gasolinepowered car that gets 70 mpg. PSE will have
eliminated coal from their source mix by 2025 and,
depending on the source that replaces coal, emissions
then will be between 0.3 and 0.6 lbs of CO2 per
kWh. This means that four short years from now,
our EVs will be the equivalent of a 145- to 215-mpg
gasoline car! By 2045, we can expect these upstream
emissions to be zero, making EV driving carbonfree. Evidently, as PSE increases the proportion
of renewable energy sources, the EV’s upstream
emissions get cleaner and the EV’s “gas mileage
equivalent” soars!
If you are a carbon-savvy EV owner who can’t
possibly wait that long for a carbon-free driving
experience, you can eliminate those pesky upstream
(Continued on page 12)
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GETTING AROUND THE SNOQUALMIE VALLEY:
TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS FOR EVERYONE

T

he Snoqualmie Valley Mobility Coalition
(SVMC) works to ensure that Valley residents
have reliable, safe, and efficient transportation options.
Whether you rely on public transit, need specific
travel accommodations, or want to lessen your
environmental impact, there are travel options and
resources available.
GENERAL PUBLIC TRAVEL.
• Snoqualmie Valley Transportation shuttles, from
North Bend to Monroe. www.svtbus.org, 425-8887001
• King County Metro Bus Route 208, from
Snoqualmie/North Bend to Issaquah Transit
Center
• King County Metro DART Route 224, Duvall to
Redmond Transit Center
• King County Metro Duvall–Carnation
Community Van, 425-943-6721.
HEALTH CARE TRAVEL.
• Hopelink Medicaid, 800-923-7433
• Sound Generations Volunteer Transportation
Program, 425-888-7001 or 206-448-5740
SPECIALIZED TRAVEL.
• King County Metro Access, call 206-205-5000
• Sound Generations Hyde Shuttle, Carnation/
Duvall/Fall City, 206-727-6262
• Volunteer Services of Catholic Community
Services, 206-328-5787

COMMUTE TRAVEL.
• King County Metro Vanpool, call 206-625-4500
Please visit the updated FindARide.org for a
comprehensive list of transportation options in the
Valley and wider region. The site features filters, such
as Valley-specific, wheelchair accessible, or medical
trip, so that you can find the travel options that
work best for you. If you need additional assistance
or can’t find an option that works for you, call the
Transportation Resources Line at 425-943-6760 for
one-on-one transportation planning support.
ATTENTION FALL CITY. The Snoqualmie Valley
Mobility Coalition (SVMC) is seeking Fall City
stakeholders to join the coalition. The vision of
SVMC is to connect communities to improve
public transportation for the Snoqualmie Valley.
Coordination between all jurisdictions is important
for a complete understanding of the mobility needs
and challenges that valley residents, employees,
employers, and visitors face. Please consider bringing
your voice to advocate for more convenient, reliable,
affordable, and safe mobility for Fall City and the
entire Snoqualmie Valley. You are invited to join
our bi-monthly meeting on the second Friday of the
month, from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. If you have
questions or would like to join our next meeting,
please reach out to Salwa Raphael, Snoqualmie
Valley mobility coordinator, at sraphael@hopelink.
org or 425-466-3442.

ELECTRIC VEHICLES (continued from page 11)
emissions today by purchasing green power from PSE.
PSE has several renewable energy programs that allow
you to source your power from 100% clean renewables
like wind and solar. Guess what that does to your
upstream emissions? It makes them a big, fat zero!
Like chocolate and peanut butter, an EV powered by
renewable energy is a perfect pairing.
12

For zero-tailpipe-emission EVs, the upstream
emissions news is good and getting better year after
year. In a future issue of Neighbors, we will talk to
PSE about their plans for phasing out coal and meeting
net zero carbon goals. We will also go over their green
power programs in some more detail. Stay tuned!
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HOMESTEAD FIELD
Fall City Metropolitan Park District

W

hat we call Homestead Field was acquired
by the King County Flood Control District
after the homes that were existing on it were
severely damaged by the 2008/2009 floods.
Now, with help from King County
Councilmember Kathy Lambert, Josh Baldi
with King County Water and Land Resources,
and John Koon with King County River and
Floodplain Management, we at the Fall City
Metropolitan Park District are working to
make this beautiful property an asset for our
community.
Invasive blackberries not in sensitive areas have
been mowed and will continue to be mowed by
the park district and King County to get them
under control to make a larger area of the field
more friendly and usable. We are allowed passive
recreation only. So come on out to go walking,
birdwatching, or have a picnic! There’s a goodsized grassy field on the south end, and the
community’s welcome to pick from the many old
apple trees.
Because this property is in the floodway, we’ll
not be able to place any permanent structures
(read, no fencing for a dog park, sorry), but the
property’s large enough to get dogs under voice
control well away from the road.
Please respect private property
and be good stewards of this
land. The property on the west
boundary is not fenced, so if you
do bring your dog, please keep
them off their nice grass.
Sincerely,
Fall City Metropolitan
Park District
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October Sno-Valley Senior Center Events
UPCOMING MEDICARE CHANGES

Monday, October 11, 10:00 a.m. It’s the time of the
year when you need to find out about the changes
coming to your existing plan, make sure it will
continue to meet your current needs, and review
all the plan options available to you. What kind of
changes are being made with the 2022 plans? Get a
jump start by attending this educational presentation
with your local WeSpeakMedicare advisor.
Mondays, starting October 18, 9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
Open enrollment WeSpeakMedicare appointments.
Do you have questions about Medicare? Do you
need to review your plan and potentially select a
new one? Paul Briet will be available for one-on-one
appointments throughout the open enrollment period.
SNO-VALLEY IN THE EMERALD CITY, ANNUAL GALA &
AUCTION

Saturday, October 16. Travel down the Yellow Brick
Road with us and enjoy a fun night with a live and silent
auction supporting the Sno-Valley Senior Center! You
can purchase tickets to attend in person at the senior
center or register to watch from home, either way we
have great items to bid on! Learn more and register at
www.snovalleysenior.org/events/annual-auction.
SPANISH TRANSLATION FOR SENIOR CENTER
ACTIVITIES AND COMMUNITY DINING

Monday, October 18. SeaMar will be at Mt. Si Senior
Center the second Monday of the month, and Sno-

Valley Senior Center the third Monday of the month,
to bring the community together with translation for
our Spanish-speaking residents living in the valley!
We will be working with SeaMar to make all our
programming inclusive for Spanish-speaking seniors
and are excited to create new friendships, ease
isolation, and depression. Interested? Call Valerie at
206-779-2011 or Clemencia at SeaMar 425-373-6587.
BABY BOOMER BOOTCAMP

Tuesday, October 19, 5:00–8:30 p.m. Join us for a
complimentary Baby Boomer Bootcamp! The SnoValley Senior Center, in partnership with University
House and ERA Living, invites you to learn from
retirement experts, who will share best practices and
guidelines to help you make the most of your next
chapter. Appetizers and wine will be served courtesy
of University House Issaquah and the Sno-Valley
Senior Center. RSVP by calling 425-333-4152 or going
to www.snovalleysenior.org.
THE GREAT SHAKEOUT EARTHQUAKE DRILL AND
PRESENTATION

Thursday, October 21, 10:00 a.m. During this event
and presentation, we’ll practice protecting ourselves
during an earthquake and learn tips on how to
get prepared and craft your own emergency kits!
Afterward you can take a ride in the van to the city of
Carnation’s pedestrian and vehicle evacuation routes
in the event of a dam failure.

For more information on any of the above, to order meals, or to register for classes and events,
go to www.snovalleysenior.org, e-mail kiraa@soundgenerations.org, or call 425-333-4152.

GARDEN CORNER (cont’d from page 5)
giant feathergrass, stipa gigantica, and cape fuchsia/
phygelius. Heather/calluna has very small flowers,
which enables them to survive through the winter.
If you prune them, they stay dense and compact and
are hardy when left to their own devices. I honestly
did not expect such a long and diverse list of drought14

tolerant plants that might thrive during our extreme
weather ahead.
susanamiller@hotmail.com
Master Gardener/Master Pruner

October 2021
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OCTOBER 2021 FALL CITY COMMUNITY CALENDAR

(Please send calendar items to Andree Hurley at andree@seattlehometour.com. Deadline is the 10th of each month.)

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2
9:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. Fall City Library Annual Plant Sale.
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5
7:00 p.m. Fall City Community Association meeting. Virtual
meeting on Zoom and Facebook Live.
WEDNESDAYS, OCTOBER 6 AND 20
11:00 a.m.–Noon. Hopelink Mobile Market van at the Fall City
Library. Everything is free! We have a wide selection of fresh
produce, dairy, and breads, as well as frozen foods. You can
also receive a prepackaged box of food with soup, pasta,
peanut butter, rice, canned fruits and vegetables, beans,
tuna, and cereal. During each visit, you will be able to pick up
enough food for at least 21 meals.
MONDAY, OCTOBER 11
7:00 p.m. Fall City Fire District 27 Board of Commissioners
meeting. Visit king27fire.com for instructions on how to
connect with the online video conference and audio-only
teleconference.
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12
FC Metropolitan Park District meeting. For meeting time and
location visit fallcityparks.org or email info@fallcityparks.org.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16
10:00–11:30 a.m. Trellis Gardening Forum. Topic: Are You
Ready for Winter? What to do now. Cover crops, saving

seeds, and preparing for the winter season. Bring your
ideas, questions, and experiences of what you do preparing
for the winter season. Fall City Library is intending to
open back up for in-person meetings. If we meet there, all
COVID-19 protocols will be observed. Please double check
the Trellis website: http://trellis.ning.com for current meeting
information.
OCTOBER AT THE FALL CITY LEARNING GARDEN
10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Hands-on learning and volunteer
opportunities Wednesdays, October 6 and 20. Likely
additional Wednesdays—weather permitting. All produce is
grown with organic methods for the benefit of the Fall City
Community Food Pantry and other area food banks.
October garden tasks include fall garden cleanup, building
compost planting cover crops, and planting garlic for harvest
net summer. There may still be some late summer crops to
harvest.
Extra seeds and starts are shared with volunteers! Bring your
garden gloves and please wear a mask if you have not yet
been vaccinated so we can safely garden together. We have
tools but bring any of your favorite hand tools if you like.
The Learning Garden is located behind the Masonic Hall in
the center of Fall City, at 4304 337th Place SE. Visit our website
at http://letusgarden.org to see photos. Garden tips and
ideas shared on our new MeWe page: https://mewe.com/join/
fallcitylearninggarden. Contact us at info@letusgarden.org.

NEW: Snoqualmie Valley Parent Education Events Calendar

T

he Empower Youth Network (EYN) is pleased to announce the new Snoqualmie Valley Parent
Education Events Calendar. This user-friendly tool will help parents/guardians navigate the variety of
options available for them. Please find the calendar at https://bit.ly/svparented.
About a year ago, EYN and other organizations who provide parent education formed a Parent
Education Alignment committee. Together this group has been working to survey parents to determine
the parent education topics that are most relevant, identify ways to partner and collaborate to best meet the
needs of youth and families, and provide a robust selection of parent education opportunities. Partners in
this collaboration include Brooks Power Group, Empower Youth Network, Encompass, Friends of Youth,
Jerry Blackburn M.Ed./SUDP, Larch Counseling, Riverview PTSA Council, Seattle YMCA, Snoqualmie
Valley Hospital, Snoqualmie Valley PTSA Council, Trail Youth, and Unified Counseling.
We invite you to add this calendar link to your organization’s website. If you know of an organization or
other provider of parent education opportunities who should be included in this collaboration, please have
them contact Laura Smith at laura@empoweryouthnetwork.org.
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