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Fall City’s 127-year old Masonic Hall is clearly in need of a bit of TLC. (For details, see page 8.)
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*Donations received after September
15, 2022, will be acknowledged in the
November 2022 issue.
You are invited to donate to Fall City
Neighbors to help us cover expenses of
the coming year. Please make your check
to “FCCA/Fall City Newsletter,” and mail
to: Fall City Neighbors Newsletter, P.O.
Box 1064, Fall City, WA 98024.

EDITOR’S NOTE

I

t’s October. Our K–12 students are back in classes and settled in, the air has that special feeling of fall, and the
leaves are turning color and losing their grip on the trees.
Fall City has a real hometown feel, with life a little slower than in the larger towns and cities. It is quite
common to see walkers, stroller pushers, scooter riders, bike peddlers, and even mobility scooters sharing
our roads with cars and trucks. Sidewalks off the main street (Hwy 202) are rare, and few bike/walk lanes
have been designated. The risks associated with joint use by vehicular and non-vehicular road users is always
present. However, it is maximized as the decrease in daylight hours and increase of inclement weather come
together in fall and winter months. Drivers—please be extra alert for other road users, turn on your lights
so you can be seen, and watch your speed. Walkers, bikers, etc.—please wear reflective clothing and put
lights/reflectors on your bikes, strollers, etc. Do not cross a street with a vehicle coming, even in a crosswalk
expecting them to stop. Understand that just because you can see a car coming doesn’t mean that the driver can
see you! All road users—share the road and be safe!

Fall City Neighbors, since 1998: Helping to build a caring and connected community of neighbors.
SUBMISSIONS: We encourage submissions, story
suggestions and comments from our community.
We are always looking for writers, reporters,
artists, photographers and idea people interested in
volunteering for this publication.
STORY IDEAS, ARTICLES, SUGGESTIONS, COMMENTS, OR TO
SUBMIT/REQUEST A BUSINESS PROFILE: Nancy Moore,
Editor, e-mail: editor@fcneighbors.org or mail to
Fall City Neighbors, P.O. Box 1064, Fall City, WA
98024.

CALENDAR ITEMS: Andree Hurley at andree@

seattlehometour.com
SEND DONATIONS TO: Fall City Newsletter, P.O. Box
1064, Fall City, WA 98024
TO SPONSOR: Contact Janet Kautz, kautzjl@
gmail.com. Ad sizes: 3.5” x 2”—$75/qtr or
$300/yr; 3.5” x 4”—$150/qtr or $600/yr;
7” x 4”—$300/qtr or $1200/yr.
CLASSIFIEDS: Free ads for nonprofits and individuals
only—no businesses: 25 words or less.

Fall City Neighbors is a publication of the Fall
City Community Association (www.fallcity.org)
and is supported by local sponsors and donors.
It is published monthly and distributed free of
charge to the community, available at the Fall City
Library, Fall City Post Office (green box in front),
Farmhouse Market, The Hauglie Building, and the
Roadhouse Inn, and online at http://www.fallcity.
org/neighbors.html.

Deadline for submissions is the TENTH of each month.

Newsletter Volunteers
Layout: David Gershman, Maria Billorou
Distribution: Kristin Minner and the Minner
Family
Treasurer: Janet Kautz
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Calendar: Andree Hurley
Interviews: Sharon Brown
Historical Society: Kim Weiss and
Donna Driver-Kummen

Gardening Corner: Susan Miller
Fall City Community Food Pantry: Karen Hatch
Sno-Valley Senior Center: Kira Avery
Printing: RRD Packaging Solutions/Cindy Parks
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Community News and Notes
FALL CITY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
Highlights of the September 2022 Meeting
NEW FALL CITY FLAGPOLE MANAGER. Matt Baroch will be
looking after the flag/flagpole downtown on 202.
FALL CITY MURALS. David Walega, selected for the
Bronneman Building, has had to withdraw from the
project. Alternates Krimsey and Jesse have been
selected to complete the project.
TOTEM POLE RELOCATING UPDATE. No committee
recommendation yet. We have done research, obtained
a bid from a crane company, and examined the pole
to see how wet and damaged it is. There is evidence
of carpenter ant infestation. There are large rocks and
underneath them a steel support. The plan so far is to
have a volunteer move the rocks, perhaps to Hauglie
Office Building property. Glen McCarthy has worked
with story poles before, has visited the site, and is
willing to help us create a support to rig the pole so it
doesn’t collapse when taking it down. We hope to have
more information and perhaps a recommendation by
the next meeting.
FALL CITY BUSINESS DISTRICT SEPTIC PROJECT. Jeff
Willson, project manager, reports the second phase
contract with the consultant has been signed. Septic
tank/utilities locates were completed July 25–27.
Topographical/archeological surveys for Bernard Park
and other parcels were done Aug. 25–Sept. 2. The
Bernard Park transfer from Friends of Fall City Park
to Fall City Metropolitan Park District was scheduled
for signing on September 6. Site inspection from the
Dept. of Health resulted in positive feedback and
simplifying the design! We hope to have a 60% design
for county review by the end of November 2022.
SUBAREA PLAN. Subarea Plan FCCA Survey. The
FCCA survey was mailed out to 2210 households in
the 98024 ZIP code with a due date of September 12.
Subarea Plan Focus Groups. King County is
conducting 8 focus groups, one of which is in Fall
City. If interested in joining, talk to Angela at
ilovefallcity@gmail.com.

KING COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF LOCAL SERVICES. Preston
Mill Park Construction, T.J. Davis, Parks
Department. Phase one is expected to be completed
by year’s end, including a paved parking lot, restroom,
new pathways, and a new stairway to connect the
community center to the park. The community partner
is also installing all stormwater and utilities, including
power, water, and septic system. Phase II, Summer
2023, will replace the mill shed with a new open-sided
structure that will include a historic shingle sawmill
exhibit and a new picnic shelter. The kiln structure is
down at the bottom of the yard and is being reviewed
by the community along with the Fall City Historical
Society, who got a grant to study the historical value
of the building.
DISTRICT 3 COUNCILMEMBER SARAH PERRY. Snoqualmie
River. Councilmember Perry has met with Fall City
Floating, the dive team, and sheriffs to discuss safety
concerns on the river, including the possible need for
a speed limit on motorized craft on the river and the
dangers when the hottest temperatures occur with the
coldest water. Issue raised: WSDOT’s role in dealing
with trash under the bridge and flood season. More
info to come. Behavioral Health Update. 85% of all
calls to 911 and 988 can be resolved on the phone.
Another 13% are expected to be resolved by persons
arriving on the scene. 3% will need a place to go.
What we don’t have is the “place to go.” Perry is
working with state and federal government, health
organizations, nonprofits, and school districts on this.
More info coming.
MASONIC HALL RESTORATION. Built in 1895 (127 years
ago), the building is on the national registry. The
Masonic Hall was and is a central location for people
to meet, hosting many and varied community events.
Lodge membership is very low, and there is no
money to finance the work that needs to be done on
this landmark building. Work on the front includes
grinding it down to wood, powerline removal, repairs,
etc. A member will apply for a 4Culture grant but
(Continued on page 12)
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CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE
SNOQUALMIE RIVER

F

our years ago, the Snoqualmie Valley Preservation
Association (SVPA) invited Dr. Chrystal
Raymond, a UW climate scientist, to speak on the
impact of climate change on the Snoqualmie River
to farmers gathered at the SnoValley Senior Center
in Carnation. Dr. Raymond said that “climate-change
effects for Puget Sound will make the wet season
wetter and the summers hotter and drier.” Put another
way, Puget Sound will receive heavier rains in the
winter and experience less and less snowpack meltoff later in the spring, with increasingly drier and
hotter summers. What changes can we expect from
the Snoqualmie River and other King County rivers to
their agricultural communities?
I spoke with Steven Sweet, biologist with the
Snoqualmie Valley Water Improvement District or
SV-WID. The concept for this WID (formed 7 years
ago) was that farmers, residents, and businesses
have long recognized that there is always either too
much or too little water. The WID’s purpose was to
address water needs on a system-wide basis and to
address irrigation needs by moving water rights from
those who have them to those who need them. This
is especially important to the growing number of
small farmers who are less likely to have adequate
water rights. Increasing floodwater storage is also
critical for preserving earlier arriving rainwater.
Even now the peak runoff occurs from 1 to 4 weeks
earlier across much of the western United States. By
2060, climate-change impacts will likely increase
summer water demand by 12%. The receding spring
snowpack levels across the state are projected to
decrease by 29% in the 2020s, 44% by the 2040s,
and 65% by the 2080s.
In the Puget Sound region, temperatures at three
seasons (except spring) are measuring higher than
the same years in the twentieth century. And temps
have been accelerating since 1980. Even nighttime
air temps have increased by 1.8°F in the last 40
years. We know summer season temperatures
have increased a lot! August days, particularly, are
warming markedly. If we baseline August, in 1945 8
August days reached 80°F; in 2010, 13 August days
reached 80°F; and in 2022, 18 August days reached

GARDEN CORNER

by Susan Miller

80°F. Imagine if you were a strawberry bush: You
would sense this earlier temperature rise and would
struggle to adapt. It’s no wonder that your plants
have wilted, browned, or died. Or looked for their
pollinators, only to find they just weren’t ready to
pollinate. Adjust, adjust.
I repeated these data to a customer at the Master
Gardener Clinic in Redmond three times in response
to his question: “What shall I do with my dying-inthe-middle, large conifer plants in my Mukilteo waterside garden?” I suggested he move his heavily potted
conifers, withered by sun, off his west-facing deck to
a more shaded area. When I said next summer could
be as hot or hotter than this summer, he scoffed that
Mother Nature couldn’t be altered by human behavior.
More accurately, Mother Nature isn’t going to move
those pots into the shade!
The Snoqualmie River does not have a reservoir
and dam to regulate its water level; it relies on the
ever-more-unreliable Cascade Mountains’s snowmelt
and the more reliable three springs in North Bend for
its water sources. Most water improvement districts
or associations located along the river provide data to
the USGS based on their current water-flow gauges.
The river’s flow in recent years has been higher earlier,
with lower flow later. Farmers who have water rights
are asked “on their honor” to assess whether there’s
enough flow, which is 2500 gallons/minute (gpm) via
the river’s water gauge, to irrigate their fields. If not,
they wait until the flow increases to irrigate their fields.
They wait if the river’s flow gauge is below 2500 gpm
and water their fields only when the gauge has risen
above 2500 gpm. The gnawing questions are: When
will that gauge be too low for too long and will our
Snoqualmie River agriculture then be in trouble?
I surmise that by monitoring incremental decreases
in water flow, this “moment” can be predicted far
enough in advance for the SV-WID, King County’s
DNR, Washington State’s Department of Ecology, and
Federal water agencies such as the U.S. Geological
Survey to implement adapted water supply and
distribution plans.
(Continued on page 11)
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HEALTHY COMMUNITIES
NEED HEALTHY BUSINESSES
FOR GOODS AND SERVICES,
WHEN POSSIBLE, SHOP LOCAL

6

October 2022

7

Fall City Neighbors

P.O. Box 293, Fall City, WA 98024
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historylives@fallcityhistorical.org

www.fallcityhistorical.org

October 2022

P.O. Box 293, Fall City, WA 98024

historylives@fallcityhistorical.org

www.fallcityhistorical.org

Support for our work from King County Heritage 4Culture is gratefully acknowledged.
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GARDEN CORNER (cont’d from page 5)
Options generally have trade-offs, such as
increasing regional water supplies from underground
aquifers in the upper Snoqualmie Valley (springs) and

delaying that water’s release until needed later in the
agricultural season. Such an option is liable to face
resistance from environmentalists and Washington’s
Dept. of Ecology, wary of harming salmon in the
Snoqualmie River. Here
you’ve had a peek into
how climate change has
marshaled such complex
methods of monitoring water
in our rivers.
Here’s a helpful tip on
an upcoming native bareroot plant sale from the
King Conservation District
in November. In October,
KCD (www.kingcd.org)
will have their Native Plant
List Spreadsheet with these
data: water needs, sun needs,
bloom times, and pollinator
appeal. Download the KCD
Bare-Root Planting Fact
Sheet with tips, books, and
native plant nurseries.
KCD also provides
a Firewise property
assessment—at no customer
cost to King County
residents—by Mike Lesekki,
senior resource specialist with
Forest Stewardship. Call 425529-4812 for an appoinment.
Mike’s predecessor came
to my property between
Redmond and Fall City,
joined by Fall City Fire Chief
Culp, who wanted to listen
and ask questions. Firewise
plant lists from OSU and
WSU can be found online.
—Susan Miller
Master Gardener/
Master Pruner
susanamiller@hotmail.com
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FCCA (continued from page 3)
the $30,000 maximum grant amount won’t cover the
cost. The building is safe, and it is as close as we have
to a community center. Interested in working with
the Historical Society on this? E-mail Rick Divers at
historylives@fallcityhistorical.org.
WSDOT 202 CORRIDOR, 244th AVE NE TO 324th AVE SE. This
study report was expected to be available online by
the end of September. Visit https://wsdot.wa.gov/
construction-planning/search-studies/sr-202corridor-studies. 324th Ave SE to the Preston-Fall
City Road intersection is still in the ideas stage.
Recommended: a complex roundabout with three
pedestrian access points, including Bernard Park.
Other ideas: a roundabout at 334th and 202/324th.
Next big challenge: funding. In 2024 we will have an
opportunity to get funding through the Safe Routes to
Schools program. There is a lot of competition for the
$54 million available in the next 2 years for school/
bicycle projects. Another possibility: the federal
infrastructure program.
FALL CITY FLOOD PLAIN RESTORATION PROJECT. Work on
the west bank (Rainier Recycling) is wrapping up and
will be planted this fall. In spots, excavation allowed
the river to connect with old side channels. On the
other side, the current section of Neal Road will be
used until next year. The new section of Neal Road SE
(about 100 feet from the old) will be paved this fall,
but will not be in use until Summer 2023. Work will
begin on the Fall City Farm bank next summer (April/
May). Project contact: Andrea Mojzak, amojzak@
kingcounty.gov, 206-263-7934. Project website: www.
kingcounty.gov/FallCityFloodplain.
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FALL CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT. Grants received. A $60k
COVID relief grant to compensate for overtime during
the pandemic and a $59,474 assistance to firefighters
grant for training and eight sets of bunker gear. Aid
car. Last week the commissioners approved the
purchase of an aid car. A demo unit will be ready
for us in 6 to 8 months. Volunteer recruit academy.
Fall City started with six volunteers and Snoqualmie
with two. Three Fall City volunteers got hired by
other departments. The remaining five are doing well.
Fall City Floating. WFD27 partnered with Fall City
Floating to produce a video to help people be safe on
the river. We worked with Simon and Ruby to pay for
our staff to be on river on red flag days. North King
County Training Consortium. Consisting of FCFD
27, Kirkland, Bothell, Eastside Fire and Rescue, and
perhaps Snoqualmie. Funding. We will be looking
at model changes for funding and funding options
to cover the next 1 to 5 years. We will share this
information with the community.
EMPOWER YOUTH NETWORK. Mentors are needed in our
local schools (mentoring contributes to mental health),
1 hour/week. Visit https://empoweryouthnetwork.org.
SNOQUALMIE VALLEY HOSPITAL. We added two behavioral
health specialists and a foot-care specialist. SVH is
going to EPIC and MYCHART. The transition usually
takes a couple of years, but we did it in 10 months.

NEXT FCCA MEETING: Tuesday, Oct. 4, 7:00 to 8:30
p.m. via Zoom, Facebook Live, and phone.
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October Sno-Valley Senior Center Events
SNO-VALLEY IN WONDERLAND GALA AND AUCTION

Saturday, Oct. 15. Location: Sky Valley Gardens,
Monroe. You have the power to support, inspire,
and uplift our Snoqualmie Valley community
by purchasing tickets for the 2022 Sno-Valley in
Wonderland Gala and Auction! Join us for dinner
and drinks. Bid on silent and live auction items to
benefit the SVSC. Learn more and purchase tickets at
snovalleysenior.org/events/annual-auction.
PRICE CHANGE! FUNCTIONAL FITNESS WITH LAURA

Tuesdays, 4:30 p.m. Not everybody was made to
be a body builder or a marathon runner, but we
were all made to move. This class will focus on the
fundamentals of fitness, working to improve balance,
flexibility, and mobility. $5 per person; your first two
classes are free (over 55).
COOKING CLASS: POWER FOODS FOR THE BRAIN

Wednesday, Oct. 5, 1:00 p.m. A decline in brain
health is not an inevitable part of aging. How we eat
and live can help us protect our memory and stay

sharp as we age. Plant-based foods, including berries
and foods rich in vitamin E are beneficial to the brain
and may help prevent Alzheimer’s disease and other
forms of dementia. You’ll also learn strategies for
maintaining memory and improving brain function.
Cost: $15 members, $17 non-members.
CREATE YOUR OWN FALL PUMPKIN SIGN

Tuesday, Oct. 11, 1:00 p.m. Julie with Art
Adventure is back with this fun project! Personalize
a sign with paint, ribbon, wood and metal words,
faux flowers, and more! It can be hung on a door or
wall. Cost is $5 members, $10 non-members. Class
size limited to 12.
CALLING ALL CRAFTERS!

Are you an artist? Would you like to sell your items at
our popular Holiday Bazaar? Rent your table now for
this great event! $35/table for members, $40/table for
non-members. If you have questions or would like to
rent a table, please leave a message for Kira Avery at
425-333-4152 or e-mail kiraa@soundgenerations.org.

For more info and to register for classes and events: www.snovalleysenior.org or call 425-333-4152.

13

Fall City Neighbors

14

October 2022

15

Fall City Neighbors

OCTOBER 2022 FALL CITY COMMUNITY CALENDAR

(Please send calendar items to Andree Hurley at andree@seattlehometour.com. Deadline is the 10th of each month.)

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4
7:00–8:30 p.m. Fall City Community Association Meeting.
Virtual meeting on Zoom and Facebook Live.
TUESDAYS, OCTOBER 4, 11, 18, AND 25
2:00–5:00 p.m. Department of Local Services Director John
Taylor and/or Mark Rowe, Deputy Director Construction
and Land Use Permitting at King County, will be available at
the Fall City Library to meet with community members. No
appointment necessary.
WEDNESDAYS, OCTOBER 5 AND 19
11:00 a.m.–Noon. Hopelink Mobile Market van at the Fall City
Library. Everything is free! We have a wide selection of fresh
produce, dairy, and breads, as well as frozen foods. You can
also receive a prepackaged box of food with soup, pasta,
peanut butter, rice, canned fruits and vegetables, beans,
tuna, and cereal. During each visit, you will be able to pick up
enough food for at least 21 meals.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8
2:00–5:00 p.m. Join Fall City Arts and Rooster Haus for
“Painting Roos and Sipping Brews!” Get a tour of the
sanctuary, paint a resident rooster (guided by artist Teresa
Getty), and enjoy beer and snacks while you relax and let the
paintbrush fly. Attendance is capped at 25 people, so register
early! This event is free to the public, and donations will be
accepted to benefit Rooster Haus. Visit fallcityarts.org/events
to register. Sponsored by 4Culture.
MONDAY, OCTOBER 10
7:00 p.m. King County Fire District 27 Board of Commissioners
Meeting. Commissioner meetings are now being conducted
in person at the fire station and are accessible through
Online Video Conference and Teleconference. For more info:
king27fire.com.
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11
2:00–3:00 p.m. Book Group at the Fall City Library.
FC Metropolitan Park District meeting. For meeting time and
location visit fallcityparks.org or e-mail info@fallcityparks.org.
OCTOBER AT THE FALL CITY LEARNING GARDEN
10:00 a.m.–Noon. Wednesday harvests continue on
Wednesday mornings in October, weather permitting. All
produce is grown with organic methods for the benefit of the
Fall City Community Food Pantry and other area food banks.
October garden tasks include fall cleanup, building compost,
planting cover crops, and planting garlic for harvest next
summer. We expect to still have some late summer crops to
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harvest. Come share the fun and help provide fresh produce
for the Food Pantry! Also on the task list for fall is building
beds for fruits and perennials and a second hoop tunnel for
extending the growing season.
Extra seeds and starts are shared with volunteers! Bring your
garden gloves and favorite hand tools if you have them, but
we have tools and gloves too if you don’t bring them.
The Fall City Learning Garden is a great way to learn new
vegetable gardening techniques, share your experiences with
fellow vegetable gardeners, meet new friends and neighbors
in the greater Sno-Fall area community, and help your
community: all produce is donated to local food banks and
it’s fun! Take a break from your day, enjoy the sunshine and
conversation and have fun in the garden.
The Learning Garden is located behind the Masonic Hall in
the center of Fall City, at 4304 337th Place SE. Garden access is
from the alley behind the Masonic Hall.
Visit our Instagram @fallcitylearning to see photos!
Garden tips and ideas shared on mewe.com/join/
fallcitylearninggarden. Questions? Contact us at info@
letusgarden.org.
OCTOBER AT THE FALL CITY LIBRARY
Oct. 1, Saturday, all day. Pop-Up History Museum. The
Fall City Historical Society will exhibit objects and photos
from their collections. See glimpses of the early post office,
schools, businesses, and home life.
Oct. 7, 14, 21, and 28 (Fridays) 9:30–10:00 a.m. Outdoor
Family Story Time. Join librarian Bekka for stories and songs
outdoors. Please dress for the weather and bring something
to sit on.
Oct. 11, Tuesday, 2:00–3:00 p.m. Book Group: The Midnight
Library by Matt Haig. New members always welcome.
Registration not required.
Oct. 21, Friday, 3:00–4:00 p.m. Early Readers Book Club.
Come read early-reader books together! We will also have
book-inspired fun activities and crafts. Sponsored by the
Friends of the Fall City Library. Grades K–2. Parent/guardian
must be present. Please register each person attending.
Oct. 28, Friday, 3:00–4:00 p.m. KidsQuest: Jitterbugs. Explore
electricity and create your own project that moves using
simple circuits, motorized vibration, and recycled materials
with KidsQuest. Think like an engineer and be creative as you
decorate your wiggling, jiggling bug. Ages 4–7, with parent/
guardian. Registration closes October 25 at 10:00 a.m. (only 3
spots remain).

