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One might speculate along with Robert Frost about whether “good fences make good neighbors,” or one might consider
why there are fences at all. To keep things in? To keep things out? To mark the boundary of what is mine versus what is
yours? There may be as many reasons why people have fences as there are fences. As you walk through neighborhoods in
Fall City, note not just how many different styles of fences there are but also how many fence owners have added artistic
touches to their fence. To get you started, see above photos. (See Editor’s Note, page 2.)
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be acknowledged in the October 2021
issue.
You are invited to donate to Fall City
Neighbors to help us cover expenses of
the coming year. Please make your check
to “FCCA/Fall City Newsletter,” and mail
to: Fall City Neighbors Newsletter, P.O.
Box 1064, Fall City, WA 98024.

EDITOR’S NOTE

F

ences basically are artificially created barriers marking a separation that we expect others to observe and
respect. Sometimes those barriers are literally walls of stone that may be extremely difficult to get over,
through, or under. Other times they can be as fragile as a silk thread stretched between two points. A barrier may
not be physical at all, but an expectation that the verbal or nonverbal boundaries we set will be honored.
We may want the barrier to protect what we declare is “ours, not yours.” We may be protecting something
or someone inside the boundary from someone or something outside, or vice versa. We might believe, as did
the neighbor in Robert Frost’s poem, “Mending Wall,” that “good fences make good neighbors,” while others
of us may question the need for barriers at all. The right to erect or remove barriers isn’t always an individual’s
decision. Society is made up of many groupings of individuals: family, HOAs, city, county, state, country,
alliance of countries, etc. Erecting and removing barriers can be a complicated and at times emotionally messy
process. Mask wearing, social distancing, border walls, and taking in Afghani refugees are all current barrier
issues that critically impact the lives of individuals like you and me around the world!
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Community News and Notes
FALL CITY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
Highlights of the July 2021 Meeting
BANNER POLES. The FCCA received $14,000 in grant
monies in 2020 for the installation of timber banner
poles to be installed across Hwy 202 in front of
El Caporal. King County and WSDOT have officially
granted the permits necessary for them to be installed.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. Unincorporated King County
received $5.4 million for economic development with
$10,000 coming to the Fall City Community. We value
our partnership with Sno Valley Chamber—they help
us fill in the gaps.
FISH HATCHERY BRIDGE (61B). That timber-supported bridge
damaged in 2018 needed to come down. It was not
needed for egress, and its closure and removal reduced
the traffic, particularly for floating activity. There will
be signage installed on both sides of the bridge.
TOLT INUNDATION DAM. Carnation has been involved
with Seattle public utilities, owners of the Tolt dam,
for several years. A bell sounds daily at noon in
Carnation to test the dam-failure warning system.
Last year (September 25), after a faulty ring, it
was determined a community drill was needed to
make citizens aware of what to do and where to go
should the bell ring signal dam failure. Fall City Fire
Department’s Chief Culp indicated that in the event
of the Tolt Dam failure, the Snoqualmie River would
be flooded up to the base of Snoqualmie Falls. More
information to come later.
2021 SENIOR PARADE. This year’s senior parade in Fall
City expanded to include area high-school graduates
and Fall City Elementary 5th graders transferring to
Chief Kanim Middle School this fall. Should the Mt.
Si Senior Mom’s Group have insufficient funds to
reimburse the Fall City Parade committee, the FCCA
would like to do so. The FCCA passed a motion to
reimburse the Fall City Parade Committee up to
$1000 for parade-related expenses.

FALL CITY FARMERS MARKET START-UP FUNDING. The
Market Committee, a volunteer group of the FCCA,
was unable to get Farmers Market funding. There are
two funding options: 1) The FCCA would provide a
$2500 sponsorship for the group; the remaining $2500
would be provided by local businesses who want to
promote themselves in the market itself. 2) In the
event the FCCA receives additional unincorporated
King County funding ($10,000), the FCCA would
provide up to $5000 to the Farmers Market group.
The membership authorized $2500 sponsorship for
expenses of the committee of the Farmers Market and,
if additional funds were received through Economic
Recovery, an additional $2500 would be available, for
a total of $5000 for the Farmers Market.
SNOQUALMIE VALLEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. The SVCC
has supported Fall City over the last year or so, and
the Carnation Chamber “Welcome Bag” program
includes 25 businesses in Fall City. The membership
approved FCCA membership in both the Carnation
Chamber ($85 per year) and the Sno Valley Chamber
($195 annual membership).
AUGUST LOVE SNOQUALMIE VALLEY EVENT. Because the
Valley is so spread out, it is challenging to collaborate
for a community day of service. The vision of the
Love Snoqualmie Valley event is to create a culture
of collaboration by loving our community in practical
ways. The first year it was a “serve” day. We wanted
250, we got 750 participants. Our second year,
because of COVID we went with a drive-through –
“give and go.” This year’s event is a hybrid of “give
and go” or “stay and serve.” Four schools (North
Bend Elementary, Snoqualmie Elementary, Fall
City Elementary, and Tolt Middle School) set up to
accept donations and, have service opportunities: card
making for first responders, creating birthday cards for
Echo Glen residents and placemats for seniors. Yard
work is an option at the three elementary schools.
Volunteers sign up for their support activity by visiting
Lovesnoqualmievalley.com.
(Continued on p. 13)
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BEST NATIVE TREES TO ABSORB
CARBON

G

ardeners, if your property includes large native
trees, this article is for you. If you are a gardener
wanting to know which native trees sequester carbon
well, here’s useful information on that subject.
Our state’s “big four” most commonly known
native trees are the western hemlock (Tsuga
heterophylla), Douglas fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii),
western red cedar (Thuja plicata, not a true cedar),
and Sitka spruce (Picea sitchensis). When I saw
while riding my horse in Sammamish’s squaremile Soaring Eagle Park that our western red
cedars are dying, I networked my way to the Forest
Health Watch’s foresthealth.org/seattle website
for knowledge of this western red cedar dieback
currently under study. I suggest you add your
observations there as well.
I spoke recently with a WSU forestry professor who
said that of those big four native trees, the three least
drought-tolerant were Sitka spruce, western red cedar,
and western hemlock. He said that climate change
has “moved the goal posts” for trees already growing
up to the margin of drought, and now the live-or-die
determiner is their soil.
In 2019, an Alaskan garden columnist said about
Alaska’s Sitka spruce, its premier conifer, “I think
we’re going to lose every single Sitka spruce tree in
south-central Alaska.” David Olszyk, president of
the American Conifer Society, steeped in conifer
knowledge his whole life, is gloomy about the Sitka
spruce’s future survival. The Sitka spruce hugs the
PNW coastline from Alaska’s Aleutian Islands to
Mendocino, loves the sun, and is a fast grower to
over 300 feet in height. This spruce prefers moist soil
and cannot tolerate atmospheric pollution. The Sitka
Native American community of southeast Alaska has
grown Sitka spruce for 10,000 years.
Western red cedars have also been unable to adapt
to climate change and are in a continuous state of
respiration or exhaling of CO2. Since 2013, reports of
these dying cedars have been attributed to the stress
of living through increased heat and drought in cities
and urban areas. In old growth stands, they survive
because of deeper roots and cooler air temperatures.
Clearly, we need more old-growth stands with their

GARDEN CORNER

by Susan Miller

cool dampness if our native cedar trees are to survive
hundreds of years.
Western hemlock or western hemlock spruce is a
100–150-foot species native to the West Coast from
the Kenai Peninsula to California’s Sonoma County.
Their one deep taproot digs deep and is thicker
than the smaller roots surrounding it. The western
hemlock is adaptable in that it can grow in shade,
and its seeds can germinate in organic material. They
need acidic soil that stays moist, so they often grow
along riverbanks. As a result of drying forest soil, our
hemlocks are struggling.
The coastal Douglas fir grows taller and faster than
their Rocky Mountain fir counterparts. The coastal
firs mature at over 120 feet, their straight trunk can
grow to 4–6 feet in diameter, and they often live for
800 years. They like to be planted in shade with other
firs, in good soil with good drainage, love cold winters
and hot summers, and are drought tolerant after a
year of watering. The Douglas fir conifer seems to be
the “keeper” among the four native conifers that have
grown for thousands of years along the PNW coast
and now are passing or failing the climate-change test.
My WSU professor friend offered four other
native trees to plant as options for carbon
sequestration. Ponderosa pine (Pinus ponderosa) has
been adapted for the west side of the state. Good
news indeed. Its bark is a distinctive feature, heavily
furrowed, thick and fire-resistant. It separates
into broad, orange-colored plates—an iconic and
defining characteristic of the tree. Make sure you
give this pine enough space!
Other native trees recommended include the
Oregon white oak (its U.S. name) or the Garry oak
(its Canadian name). (Both are Quercus garryana.)
It is the only one of 80 oak tree varieties native to
Washington. It grows west of the Cascades, up to 80
feet tall by 100 feet wide.
Also recommended is the Pacific madrone tree
(Arbutus menziesii) growing rapidly to 80–125 feet at
1 to 3 feet per year of juvenile growth. In the PNW,
madrone is grown along our coastal areas or on the
(Continued on page 13)
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P.O. Box 293, Fall City, WA 98024
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P.O. Box 293, Fall City, WA 98024

historylives@fallcityhistorical.org

www.fallcityhistorical.org

Support for our work from King County Heritage 4Culture is gratefully acknowledged.
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START YOUR NEXT CHAPTER.

Get your complimentary property estimate to find out what your home is worth.

Offer accepted in 6 days

Lake Alice Waterfront Home

Kimball Creek Home

32412 SE 58th St

7402 337th Place SE

7429 Better Way Lp SE

4 BEDS | 3 BATHS
4,840 SQ FT | 9.8 ACRE LOT

2 BEDS | 3 BATHS
2,490 SQ FT | 16,125 SQ FT LOT

3 BEDS | 2.25 BATHS
1,810 SQ FT | 2,703 SQ FT LOT

LIST PRICE
$1,995,000

LIST PRICE
$1,435,000

LIST PRICE
$799,000

Fall City, WA 98024

Fall City, WA 98024

Snoqualmie, WA 98065

Buyers are currently
looking for homes like
yours in the area.
As local experts and trusted
advisors, we can help you navigate
the selling process so you can focus
on what comes next.

CONTACT US TO HELP YOU DEFINE A CLEAR PATH FORWARD.

206.931.4493 | Beth@BethTraversoGroup.com
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IPCC Climate-Change Report Released and WA’s Carbon Cap-andTrade Bill Put into Action to Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions
by Andrew Rapin, Fall City Climate Action Collaborative Member

A

monumental report, “Climate Change 2021:
the Physical Science Basis” (www.ipcc.ch/
report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-i)
was recently released by the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). This report is
both sobering and cautiously optimistic, if our global
response is immediately scaled up to cut greenhousegas emissions to levels specified in the Paris Climate
Agreement.
The following press release statement was made by
the IPCC for this report:
Scientists are observing changes in the Earth’s climate
in every region and across the whole climate system,
according to the latest (IPCC) report. Many of the
changes observed in the climate are unprecedented in
thousands, if not hundreds of thousands of years, and
some of the changes already set in motion—such as
continued sea level rise—are irreversible over hundreds
to thousands of years. However, strong and sustained
reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, and reaching
net zero CO2 emissions and limiting other greenhouse
gases and air pollutants, especially methane, could have
benefits both for health and the climate. While benefits
for air quality would come quickly, it could take 20–30
years to see global temperatures stabilize.

This IPCC report, consisting of over 14,000
scientific research papers, was peer-reviewed by 234
of the world’s leading climate scientists, representing
over 60 different countries. The last IPCC report
was released in 2013, so this sixth report is long
overdue. This report is the first of three parts, with
an emphasis on the physical science of climate
change. The next two parts (released in 2022) will
cover the impacts, adaptations, and vulnerability of
people, ecosystems, agriculture, cities, and more to a
changing climate (second report) and the economics
and how to mitigate the severity of climate change
(third report). According to the IPCC, for the first
time a more-detailed regional assessment of climate
change is made as well as useful information that
can inform risk assessment, adaptation, and other
decision-making. It provides a new framework that

helps translate physical changes in the climate (i.e.,
heat, cold, rain, drought, snow, wind, coastal flooding,
etc.) into what this change means for society and
ecosystems. A summary for each 100-page chapter is
provided for policymakers and the public, drafted by
the expert authors.
Washington State had passed a monumental climate
bill, WA SB 5126, a carbon cap and trade bill. Our
May FCCA speaker, Sen. Reuven Carlyle, championed
this bill. A cap-and-trade bill is a market-based,
economy-wide approach to reduce greenhouse gas
(GHG) pollution. Cap and trade consist of a limit or
cap on carbon emissions and tradable carbon whose
price has a related floor and ceiling to tighten prices
for selling allowances.
The 100 largest polluters (reporting emissions
equal to or exceeding 25,000 metric tons of carbon
dioxide) in Washington, such as electricity-generation
plants and fuel suppliers, will buy credits from the
Washington Department of Ecology for each ton
of GHG they create beyond their allotted emission
cap. Their initial emitting allowance would shrink
yearly, eventually to zero tons of emissions by 2050.
Increasing the price of pollution, backers believe, will
drive down the total emissions produced.
Washington’s Department of Ecology is developing
guidelines for the GHG emissions cap and invest
program to reduce GHG emissions and will track,
verify, and enforce compliance. Ecology must also
adopt rules to guard against bidder collusion and
minimize the potential for market manipulation.
Carlyle was quoted in a recent U.S. News article that
“this cap and trade bill could put the state on a track
with the Paris Agreement targets that would, by 2050,
see greenhouse gas emissions from the state’s largest
polluters fall from about 100 million tons to 5 million
tons, a 95% reduction.” The Environmental Defense
Fund describes this bill as “a new gold standard for
other states across the nation.”
There is an economic incentive in this bill for the
allowance of 1,000 small forestland property owners
(Continued on page 14)
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FCCA HIGHLIGHTS (cont’d from page 3)
CLIMATE ACTION COLLABORATIVE UPDATE. Committee
members produce climate-related articles for the
Neighbors newsletter and provide Fall City relevant
climate-change information at the monthly FCCA
meetings. On the national level, Congress passed
(92-8) a growing climate-change solutions act. The
Agriculture Department is attempting to set up
carbon-sequestration credits for farmers. There is
money in renewables. Almost everyone is climbing
aboard the climate-action item.
FALL CITY SUBAREA PLAN UPDATE. Reviewed our specialdistrict overlay that includes the Fall City business
district. The business district has its own special
overlay, which allows the County to deal with the
septic issue in the business district without affecting
the remainder of our rural town. With Councilmember
Lambert’s help, Senator Mullet and Representative
Callen were able to secure $6.5 million to cover the
design and permitting, purchase of land, easements
and construction. In the end there will be upkeep costs
yet to be determined. We hope to break ground in Fall
2021 or early 2022.
Because the business owners do not have an entity
in place to do it themselves, the FCCA could be the

GARDEN CORNER (cont’d from page 5)
west side of the Cascades. It grows best in dense
groves and canyons, less well on poor soil or growing
individually. It is one of the most drought-tolerant in
our region, with roots up to 12 feet that can penetrate
bedrock. Branches are vulnerable to snow breakage in
northern climates.
Shore pine, one of four lodgepole pine (Pinus
contorta) varieties, was recommended as a native tree
for carbon storage. The coastal variety known as the
shore, coast, or beach pine grows in a narrow coastal
band on bluffs and sand dunes, from Mendocino,
California, northward. The lodgepole pine is known
to be long-lived—sometimes over 600 years—and is
a prolific and reliable seed producer. Seedlings are
threatened by drought, so survive better on adequate
mineral soils with moisture. I grow one shore pine

permitting applicant and manage the construction
component on behalf of the Fall City business district
and will hand it off to the business owner’s group
when the project is complete. The selected engineering
firm that will actually manage the project is local.
The Fall City Water District may manage the billing
and perhaps maintenance, but we do not have details
on this at this time. Two issues for business owners to
decide: whether hookup will be mandatory, and how
billing will take place. The consensus is that all 62
property owners need to think about the long haul,
well past the current owners of the properties. The
RFP did not limit it, but did highlight the importance
of addressing the businesses who most need it first.
Several questions were raised regarding the FCCA’s
participation, ranging from what additional insurance
coverage might be needed, whether expenses incurred
by the FCCA in managing the project would be
reimbursed, etc. Local Services Area Director John
Taylor will be coming to the September FCCA
meeting with answers to those and other questions
prior to the membership vote on having the FCCA
become the permitting applicant for the project.
NEXT FCCA MEETING: Tuesday, September 7, 7:00 to
8:30 p.m. via Zoom and Facebook Live.

and appreciate its open-branched spaces that have
adapted to allow strong shore winds to blow through
their limbs.
Let’s bear in mind (especially builders!) that
reasonably tall buildings can be built from continuous
carbon-sequestering wood products, as opposed to
steel and cement, both of which require tons of carbon
emissions to be created. The wonderful comment
from my WSU professor in response to his oft-asked
question about the best tree to plant for carbon: “Plant
any tree! Especially large, long-lived conifers.” He
emphasized that we solve the carbon-emission process
now, and stop the “bleeding” first!
In October, a better month for planting trees, I’ll list
10 native-tree nursery websites.
susanamiller@hotmail.com
Master Gardener/Master Pruner
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September Sno-Valley Senior Center Events
FANFEST RAINBOW BINGO

Friday, September 10, 6:30 p.m. Support your favorite
sports team and enjoy a fun night of bingo with the
delightful Sylvia O’Stayformore! You’ll enjoy bingo
games, prizes, Jell-O shots, and more! Register in
advance at our website ($15 per person, $25 per
couple, everyone pays at the door).
FALL GNOME-MAKING WORKSHOP

Tuesday, September 21, 1:00 p.m. Create a fall-themed
gnome for your home! You will be guided step by
step on how to make a felt gnome. All supplies and
instruction provided. We will be sewing our gnomes but
no sewing experience is needed. Beginners welcome.
Choose how you would like to personalize your gnome
with choice of hat color, beard color, and embellishment
items. $27 per person, limited spots available.
FALL-PREVENTION EVENT

Wednesday, September 22. 9:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.
Falling is not an inevitable part of aging! Learn about
fall risks and ways to prevent falls in people of all

ages. This is a free event where we will have exercise
classes, presentations, prizes, hearing assessments,
and more! Thanks to Shape-Up! with King County,
everyone also receives a free lunch!
PUMPKIN-SPICE SOAP-MAKING CLASS

Tuesday, September 28, 1:00 p.m. Join natural skincare artist Susan Fowler for a lesson in creating
natural soaps that are good for you and good for the
earth! We’ll explore adding colors, additives, and
working in layers. All supplies provided, no soapmaking experience needed. $12 per person.
SPANISH TRANSLATION

SeaMar will be at SVSC the third Monday of the
month with translation for our Spanish-speaking
residents living in the Valley! We will be working with
SeaMar to make all of our programming inclusive for
Spanish-speaking seniors and are excited to create
new friendships and ease isolation and depression.
Interested? Call Valerie at 206-779-2011, or Clemencia
at SeaMar: 425-373-6587.

For more information on any of the above, to order meals, or to register for classes and events,
go to www.snovalleysenior.org, e-mail kiraa@soundgenerations.org, or call 425-333-4152.

REDUCING GREENHOUSE GAS
EMISSIONS (cont’d from page 11)
(already aggregated with a non-profit entity) that can
enter the cap-and-trade market to sell carbon-credit
offsets, regulated by Washington’s Department of
Ecology. The 100 top polluting companies would pay
a carbon tax and sell this as a carbon offset into the
account of small forest landholders. Companies in
the cap-and-trade program may purchase up to 8% of
carbon offsets starting in Year 1 (2023), which will be
sold to carbon trusts landowners. If you want to learn
more about the carbon-conservation trust movement,
see “Creating a Carbon Trust Movement,” a
presentation given on this topic by Steven Hollenhorst,
Dean of Huxley College of the Environment, Western
Washington University, which can be found on his
website: https://steve-hollenhorst.medium.com.
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SEPTEMBER 2021 FALL CITY COMMUNITY CALENDAR

(Please send calendar items to Andree Hurley at andree@seattlehometour.com. Deadline is the 10th of each month.)

WEDNESDAYS, SEPTEMBER 1 AND 15

SEPTEMBER AT THE FALL CITY LEARNING GARDEN

11:00 a.m.–Noon. Hopelink Mobile Market van at the Fall City
Library. Everything is free! We have a wide selection of fresh
produce, dairy, and breads, as well as frozen foods. You can
also receive a prepackaged box of food with soup, pasta,
peanut butter, rice, canned fruits and vegetables, beans,
tuna, and cereal. During each visit, you will be able to pick up
enough food for at least 21 meals.

10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Wednesdays: September 1, 8, 15, 22,
and 29. September is prime harvest season at the Learning
Garden! September garden tasks include harvesting,
watering, planting vegetables for fall harvests, and planting
cover crops for protecting and improving soil over winter.
It’s a busy month at the garden; come share the fun and help
provide fresh produce for the Food Pantry!
Extra seeds and starts are shared with volunteers! Bring
your garden gloves and wear masks so we can safely garden
together. We have tools, but bring any of your favorite hand
tools if you’d like.
The Fall City Learning Garden is a great way to learn new
vegetable gardening techniques, share your experiences with
fellow vegetable gardeners, meet new friends and neighbors
in the greater Sno-Fall area community, and help your
community. And it’s fun! Take a break from your day, enjoy
the sunshine and conversation, and have fun in the garden.
The Learning Garden is located behind the Masonic Hall
in the center of Fall City, at 4304 337th Place SE. Garden
access is from the alley behind the Masonic Hall. Visit our
website at http://letusgarden.org to see photos; garden
tips and ideas shared on our new MeWe page, https://
mewe.com/join/fallcitylearninggarden; and contact us
at info@letusgarden.org. Facebook: www.facebook.com/
FallCityLearningGardenandPPatch.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
7:00 p.m. Fall City Community Association meeting. Virtual
meeting on Zoom and Facebook Live.
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
7:00 p.m. Fall City Fire District 27 Board of Commissioners
meeting. Visit king27fire.com for instructions on how to
connect with the online video conference and audio-only
teleconference.
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
FC Metropolitan Park District meeting. For meeting time and
location, visit fallcityparks.org or e-mail info@fallcityparks.org.
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 AND 24
3:00–6:00 p.m. Fall City Farmers Market, hosted by Aroma
Coffee, 33429 Redmond-Fall City Road SE. Payments
accepted: cash, credit card, WIC.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
10:00–11:30 a.m. Trellis Gardening Forum. Please check the
Trellis website, http://trellis.ning.com, for current meeting
information.
Trellis is a monthly forum about produce gardening in the Fall
City/Snoqualmie/North Bend micro-climate. Each month, the
group discusses timely and seasonal gardening topics. Learn
and share information about growing all kinds of edibles,
including vegetables, herbs, root crops, berries, and fruits.
Everyone is always welcome!

“All ethics rest upon a single premise: that the individual is a member
of a community of interdependent parts. The land ethic simply
enlarges the boundaries of the community to include soils, waters,
plants and animals, or collectively the land.” —Aldo Leopold (considered
by many to be the “father” of wildlife conservation in the United States)
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